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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: This study examines Tharwat Abaza's The Sun Rises Again using Lucien
Goldmann's genetic structuralism. Goldmann views literary works as "significant
Research structures” whose coherence stems not from individual authorship but from the
Article collective worldview of the author's social class. This framework posits a
homologous relationship—a structural correspondence—between the literary work
and the mental structures of a social group. This research analyzes how Abaza, a
committed intellectual, uses characterization to create a narrative that is both
aesthetically unified and reflective of class consciousness in Egyptian society.
Through a descriptive-analytical approach, the study argues that characters are the
primary means through which this class-based worldview is expressed. It
meticulously examines Abaza's use of character attributes—such as dialogue,
10/06/2023 sociolect, physical description, and internal monologue—to reveal underlying
social tensions and ideological conflicts.The polyphonic interplay between main
and secondary characters' voices is also explored, creating a layered representation
24/02/2024 of social strata. Findings confirm that the novel's plot and environmental structures
are not mere background but are functionally homologous to external socio-
economic realities. By transposing these collective mental structures into a
cohesive artistic form, Abaza elevates class consciousness and offers a coherent
critique of Egyptian society's ideals and struggles, thus establishing the novel as a
"meaningful structure" within Goldmann's theoretical framework.
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Introduction

This paper conducts a sociological analysis of character construction in Tharwat Abaza's
Then the Sun Rises through the theoretical lens of Lucien Goldmann's Genetic Structuralism.
Goldmann's framework posits that a literary work is not a mere reflection but a constitutive
element of social consciousness, structured homologously to the world vision of the author's
social group. This study contends that Abaza, a committed intellectual, utilizes
characterization as a central artistic mechanism to formalize and cohere the disparate world
visions of Egyptian social classes into a meaningful narrative totality.

Genetic Structuralism transcends reflective models of sociology of literature by
conceptualizing the literary work as a dynamic, meaningful structure. The theory operates on
three interrelated principles:

-Meaningful Structure: The literary work constitutes an internally coherent system of
signification.

-World Vision (Weltanschauung): The cohesive complex of aspirations, sensibilities, and
conceptual categories that unify a social group.

-Genetic Methodology: A two-stage analytical process involving (1) comprehension—
reconstructing the internal coherence of the textual structure, and (2) explanation—situating
this structure within the broader socio-economic and historical context from which it
emerged. Within this paradigm, characterization is privileged as a critical semiotic field for
decoding the implicit world vision.

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, conducting a close reading of the
novel's characterological system. It addresses the following questions:

1. How does Abaza's characterization technique function as a mediator of social structures?
2. To what extent does the novel's character system achieve homology with the collective
mental structures of Egyptian social classes?

Analysis: Characterization as Social Semiotics

Abaza's characterization operates through a sophisticated semiotic system that renders social
structures narratively legible.

4.1 Direct Characterization: Socioeconomic Indexicality

The author employs direct description to immediately index characters within specific class
positions. The portrayal of Hamid's impoverished domesticity—his modest dwelling and
constrained finances—functions not as individual circumstance but as a direct narrative
instantiation of systemic class disparity. Similarly, the anxieties of his mother, al-Sitt

Maryam, articulate the collective world vision of a class grappling with economic precarity.
4.2 Indirect Characterization: The Dialectics of Speech and Action
Abaza's primary artistry manifests in indirect characterization, where social consciousness
emerges through verbal and behavioral signs.

-Verbal Signs: Dialogic exchanges become sites of ideological contestation. The
affectionate discourse between Hamam Bek and his wife embodies a traditional, familial
world vision. In stark contrast, Hamid's dismissal of a suitor as a mere "worker" encapsulates
a modern, class-conscious snobbery, staging the central conflict between entrenched values
and emerging materialist aspirations.

-Internal Monologue: The subtext of social consciousness is revealed through interiority.
Yusri's mercenary contemplation of marriage lays bare a reified worldview where human
relations are subsumed by commodity logic, exposing the moral corrosion engendered by
class aspiration.

-Behavioral Signs: Actions crystallize class disposition. Yusri's sardonic interruptions and
aggressive gestures signify a rebellious, destabilizing social force, while Khayri's patient
demeanor embodies traditional stability. Their behavioral opposition semiotically figures the
broader societal conflict between disruptive modernity and cultural continuity.



The Homology of Structure and Society

The analysis demonstrates a precise homology between the novel's character system and the
mental structures of Egyptian society. The narrative's meaningful structure is built upon key
socio-historical tensions:

-The structural reality of poverty and class inequality.

-The ideological conflict between tradition and modernity.

-The pervasive reification of social bonds.

-The evolving status of women amid shifting cultural norms.

These elements are rendered artistically coherent through characterization, confirming that
the novel functions as Goldmann's "significant structure," both reflecting and shaping the
collective consciousness from which it emerged.

Conclusion

Tharwat Abaza's Then the Sun Rises stands as a seminal work wherein characterization
operates as a complex semiotic system for formalizing social class conscioushess. By
constructing a characterological universe that homologously corresponds to the mental
structures of Egyptian society, Abaza transcends mere social commentary to create a
meaningful aesthetic structure. The novel thereby accomplishes the core Genetic Structuralist
postulate: it articulates a world vision not through explicit discourse, but through the
immanent, artistic logic of its fictional world, establishing character as the fundamental unit
of sociological analysis in the literary field.
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