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The family is the foundational social institution significantly shaped by the d ominant
belief systems and values within society. In daily interactions, individuals' linguistic
knowledge is complemented by their perspectives on the surrounding environment,
influencing their speech; hence, language can be regarded as a reflection of both
culture and speaker discourse. This study aims to delineate the status of women in
Omani society through an analysis of dialogues among narrator-protagonists in
"Sandrella Al Muscat," authored by Huda Hamed (1981), employing Dell Hymes'
model as a framework. The novel was chosen for its emphasis on women's conditions
and its portrayal of ordinary scenes that may initially appear inconspicuous;
nevertheless, these everyday moments effectively reveal deeper layers of their
previously unrecognized lives. Hymes' model incorporates eight dimensions—
namely, temporal and spatial context, participants involved, communicative intent,
discourse organization, tone, discourse instruments, and type of discourse—
facilitating comprehensive text analysis. This approach emphasizes a detailed
examination of dialogues present within the narrative. The significance of this
research lies in its potential contributions to understanding the communicative
positions within discourse contexts, enabling other scholars to apply this methodology
for textual and contextual analysis. Accordingly, all dialogues from the narrator-
protagonists were selected as a representative sample and subsequently categorized
and analyzed according to Hymes' eight dimensions. Findings reveal that the theme of
"inequality”" predominates within the interactions among female characters in this
narrative. The Cinderellas depicted in Huda Hamed's work diverge significantly from
conventional fairy tale fantasies. The speech patterns, conversational turn-taking
dynamics, and dominant tones reinforce historical male supremacy while illustrating
its persistence within Omani Arab society.
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Introduction

Hymes views language as a multidimensional phenomenon whose full understanding
requires examining all its aspects, including its social role. He argues that "linguistic
competence” alone- as proposed by Chomsky - is insufficient and must be combined with
"communicative competence” to form a comprehensive definition of language. For Hymes,
language is not merely a mechanism for generating sentences but a dynamic tool in social
interactions; society both influences linguistic structures and is influenced by them. This
perspective contrasts with Chomsky’s approach, which focuses more on mental faculties and
universal grammar. By citing examples like language use in speech acts such as promising,
commanding, or swearing, Hymes demonstrates that true linguistic proficiency involves
understanding social contexts, selecting appropriate vocabulary, and adapting speech to
cultural situations. Thus, comprehending language necessitates studying its interplay with
social frameworks and practical applications, rather than solely analyzing syntactic
structures. Hymes'" model was selected as the research methodology due to its
multidimensional framework for analyzing verbal communication incorporating components
such as situational context, speech goals, and discourse patterns. This study seeks to address
the following questions using Hymes' SPEAKING model: How is the status of women in
Omani families and society represented through characters' dialogues? What linguistic
mechanisms reproduce gender roles and power hierarchies in these conversations? How do
temporal factors (e.g., historical period of the narrative) and spatial dimensions
(private/public spaces) shape women's constraints or opportunities? What characteristics
define character relationships based on Hymes' criteria (e.g., formality, social distance, and
role expectations)? How do speakers' individual traits (age, education, social status) and
communicative goals (persuasion, protest, conformity) manifest in linguistic choices?
Ultimately, what cultural-linguistic features dominate the overall portrayal of women's
condition in Omani society?

Methodology

Hymes' model, focusing on the analysis of language within socio-cultural contexts, serves as
the methodological framework of this research. By identifying factors that shape the
selection of specific linguistic utterances in communicative situations, this model enables the
examination of discursive relationships (including power hierarchies, intimacy levels, and
participants' social status) and the reflection of their ideological attitudes. The discourse
structure within this framework emphasizes meaning-making through linguistically coherent
interactions tied to situational contexts, where each speech act must generate meaning within
the social rules governing interpersonal relationships, communicative goals, and cultural
norms. Analyzing the novel Cinderella of Muscat, this study explores discourse functions in
reproducing social structures, reinforcing gender identities, and representing power
dynamics. The eight key components of Hymes' model - scene (time and space), participants,
ends, act sequence, key, instrumentalities, norms, and genre - are examined within the novel.
This analysis particularly investigates the intersection of language and power in representing
Omani women's status, the role of spatial contexts in constraining or enabling speech, the use
of local dialects as identity-forming tools, and the interpretation of discursive silences as
markers of resistance or passivity.

Results

In the novel, the central temporal framework of Fatima’s narrative corresponds to the post-
marital period, marked by her liberation from her previous appearance through cosmetic



surgery. The key spatial setting is symbolically represented at the household entrance by a
framed family photograph depicting her former visage, while the temporal span oscillates
between the beginning and end of a summer season. Although the eighth story is narrated by
Zubayda, the narrative focalization remains exclusively centered on Mazna. The initial
spatial reference points to a hospital where Zubayda endured a critical illness, with her
relatives anticipating her demise, yet her sudden recovery is interpreted as a magical
intervention from a fairy. The speech tonality within the novel’s discourse predominantly
carries semantic connotations of rejection, emotional isolation, helplessness, undervaluation,
and psychological distancing - reflecting the author’s approach to depicting structural issues
faced by women in Omani society. This tone organically emerges through three key
elements: 1) gender-restrictive spatial configurations, 2) multilayered characterization
emphasizing identity crises, and 3) dominant cultural discourses that determine women’s
positions within social hierarchies. Focusing on women from diverse social strata - each
grappling with challenges specific to their status - the narrative cyclically shifts among
characters, each time inviting the audience to listen to a new narrator-protagonist’s story.
This narrative pattern employs an “internally focused perspective,” where discursive tools
entirely serve the worldview of the primary narrator, thereby marginalizing other discourse
agents from autonomous voice representation. The predominant narrative genre is
autobiographical memoir, aligning with oral literature traditions- particularly the
intergenerational transmission of feminine experiences. Within this structure, the narrator-
protagonist articulates multilayered issues spanning the private sphere (e.g., familial
conflicts) to the public domain (including cultural and identity-related challenges.

Conclusion

Discourse analysis of the novel's characters using Hymes' model reveals a profound gap
between superficial modernity and traditional beliefs about women's status in Omani society.
While modern indicators appear in lifestyle aspects, these developments have failed to
redefine women's existential value or shift attitudes toward illness and aging. Striking
examples of this paradox include the derogatory speech of Rabia’s husband (accusing
Sarah’s grandmother of madness) and the forced isolation of an ill woman who remains
victimized by premodern notions of female physical and mental health until her death. The
central discursive space is the "home" as the nucleus of gender hierarchy reproduction, where
family members violate moral norms to maintain their social positions. Interpersonal
relationship analysis based on Hymes' framework shows female narrator-protagonists
trapped in informal yet unequal communications. Huda Hamad strategically designs
discursive objectives to reinforce women’s historically subordinate familial roles. Speech act
sequences often exacerbate suffering for powerless characters, particularly elderly or ill
women. The dominant memoir genre, with its patterns of interrupted dialogues and
asymmetrical turn-taking, exposes hidden social control mechanisms over women’s lives.
Even in female-to-female interactions, authoritative tones prevail, epitomized by the
"women-against-women" dynamic in Sarah’s family. By portraying Omani women’s
"suspended status" - neither rooted in modernity nor granted traditional respect - the novel
unveils the hidden anguish of multilayered discrimination (age, gender, health) across private
and public spheres.
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