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Interdisciplinary research of literature in the context of linguistics and semiotics leads to
the reading of the connotation layers of texts, which among the modern strategies of
poetry criticism, the semiotics model of Michael Riffateere is so effective. It is reader-
oriented and grounded based on the reader's view. The signs of the text and the intra-
textual signs of the poem are perceived in the semantic continuum, and the meanings are
analyzed by exploratory and retroactive reading. This thesis tries to investigate the ode
"Evacuation Day" semantic clusters and foundations using the descriptive-analytical
method and relying on the pattern of the semiotics of Rifatterre. Therefore, he
implications of the poetic language are represented by exploratory reading,
understanding the apparent meaning, and by retroactive reading, so that the hypogram,
structural matrix of the ode. Results suggest three accumulations "The passage of time,
stability and unity of compatriot and foreigners" shows the main meaning of the ode,
and five descriptive poems «The Day of withdrawal, hatred, anger against the enemies
and the Arab nation and Egypt », and the political situation depicts the mind-space of the
poet. Its hypogram is expressed with centered- the promise of happiness and victory
after enduring hardship, and alien colonization. According to the structural matrix,
victory against enemies is promised, and in the following, by emphasizing the
expression of humiliation and torment of the Egyptians, this thesis shows the domination
of aliens and popular revolt, at last, implies the happiness.
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Introduction

As an analytical approach, semiotics studies semiotic and semantic systems and linguistic codes in
literary works. Semiotics analysis based on the Michael Riffateere model in the context of poetry texts
is highly efficient and helps the audience understand the meaning by discovering various linguistic
processes. According to the Michael Riffateere Theory, the first step of analysis is reading within two
levels: exploratory (heuristic) and retroactive (hermeneutic) readings. In the hermeneutic reading and
accumulation phase, each word comprises one or more sementem(s). Sementems are at the top of
accumulation or even at the top of the descriptive system and usually have subbranches. In a way
similar to accumulation, some words gather together and create a collection called a "descriptive
system." After discovering accumulations and descriptive systems, the audience can find the
Hypograms existing in the text of the poem. "Hypograms” are common contents with unfamiliar and
extensive expressions in the text. The "structural matrix" is finally obtained from Hypograms.

Methodology

This study aims to examine the ode titled “Evacuation Day" By Hashem Al-Rifa'i (1935-1959)- the
neoclassic Egyptian poet- based on the Riffateere semiotics approach through a descriptive-analytical
technique. The poet addresses the national and patriotic topics in the poem and promises a happy
ending for the freed by stimulating feelings. The extant paper tends to answer the following questions:
how do exploratory and retroactive readings reveal the hidden semantic layers of the ode “Evacuation
Day” and the textual implications of the text? What are the message of the structural matrix and
hypograms of the ode in the interaction with intertextual semantics and lexical associations? How do
the accumulation and descriptive systems represent the intellectual range in the poem?

Discussion

In exploratory reading, the ode with 18 verses points to the historical event of “Evacuation Day” when
British Occupiers left Egypt.

Retroactive reading is the actual reading of work and the reader receives the meaning depth when
reading the text, and includes the following phases:

There are three accumulations in the ode. The first accumulation in the ode titled “Evacuation Day” is
based on the “time passage” sementem, in which the words "deadline, day, hour, dawn, years, night,
and longtime” are related to it. The poet tends to prove to the audience that victory time has finally
arrived. The base of the second accumulation is the "stability of patriots,” which has made a semantic
connection with some words: "the freed, souls, blood, gentlemen, elders, youths, and immortals.”
Stability and resistance against aliens cannot be realized except through the union of free Egyptians.
The core of the third accumulation is the sementem of “aliens” or occupiers consisting of some words
such as “enemies, cruelty, humiliation, abasement, tyranny, hatred, and betrayal” that have a direct
relationship with the context and are consequences of the presence of aliens in the country.

The ode contains five descriptive systems. The first descriptive system includes the core of “Evacuation
Day” (ode’s title) and subcategories of “magnanimity, independence, freedom, victory, dignity, high
quality, feast, and pride.” This event is a critical point in the history of Egypt, reminding happiness and
victory after years of cruelty and injustice. The core of the second descriptive system is "hatred against
enemies” with “angry, flushed face, longing, and raised flames.” The core of the third descriptive
system is "reflection of the political situation” with the words "gathering time, gentlemen’s uprisings,
exile, and palace residents" in the system. The fourth core of the descriptive system is "Arabic Nation"
with some words such as "Egypt, son of Nile, The month of Dhul-Hijjah, Canaan, the House of God,
and the Day of Judgment.” The fifth descriptive system of the "Evacuation Day” ode includes the core
of “Egypt Country” with some words describing Egypt: “land, government, country, territory, people,



your (Egypt) memory” that each is a subcategory around the core allowing the poet to describe Egypt
for the audience.

The hypogram of the "Evacuation Day” ode consists of this context: the poet dreams of achieving
independence and freedom while promising victory. He describes the pain, humiliation, and tyranny
dominating Egypt for a long time. Also, the poet respects the blood shed for the freedom of the
homeland and talks about the sacrifice of brave men. The poet also points to the nation's anger against
occupation and the beginning of enthusiastic revolutions. Ultimately, the poet cherishes the evacuation
day, emphasizing that the memory of this event must always remain alive.

The structural matrix of this ode includes: victory enunciation, return of freedom, remembering long
cruelty against Egypt, humiliation and unforgettable horror, Egypt the incident example of injustice,
salutations to the martyrs and the shed blood, long pain and sorrow, aroused anger and hatred,
champions’ revolution, evacuation of enemy forces, time of feast and happiness.

Conclusion

The ode “Evacuation Day” by Hashem Al-Rifa'i is beyond a simple poem admiring the homeland and
is considered a multilayer symbolic literary work. By using a set of symbols and signs, the poet has
illustrated the depth of feelings and concepts covert in the historical event of the day when aliens left
Egypt. Although the artificial reading of this ode includes the event of “Evacuation Day,” the
hypogram and structural matrix reveals that Al-Rifa'i considers the homeland and tries to incorporate
both national patriotic themes and political issues and demonstrate the historical events to make his
literary work eternal and alive for centuries. The effective use of cultural codes and semiotic language
for the expression of social and political concepts has allowed the poet to make an efficient relationship
between religious, cultural, and national concepts and reveal the national identity.
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-Riffaterre, Michael.(1978). Semiotics of Poetry. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

- Riffaterre, Michael. (1984).Text Production. New York: Columbia University Press.
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