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The Quran, as a book, has propositions. Examining the meaning of these propositions is
one of the tasks of "Philosophy of Language". One of the tendencies of this philosophy
in the contemporary century, which examines the meaning of religious statements, is
Wittgenstein's  philosophy of language. He presented two theories of “early
Wittgenstein” and "late Wittgenstein™ about the meaning of propositions. Simile is one
of the most common issues and one of the most used rhetorical devices in the Holy
Quran for various purposes. This research works - due to the frequency of similes in the
Holy Quran - to study selected similes in Surat Al-Bagarah through the descriptive-
analytical method and the statistical method, based on Wittgenstein's theories. The
research concluded in its study of the seven selected proverbs in Surat Al-Bagarah
according to the theory of "early Wittgenstein" that only "the similes" have significance,
since the similes are intangible elements while the simile is included among the main
and specific pillars that can be included in the circle of experimental tests. As for the
theory of "late Wittgenstein™, all issues have significance, but this significance is dual in
two aspects; First, they are significant because they are found in language games, and
second, they are significant for every speaker, even for speakers of a non-religious
language. To put it more precisely, it is impossible to reject the significance of these
propositions even if the propositions are rejected formally. Moreover, the Qur’an
describes the similes in a way that is consistent with human nature and does not belong
to a particular era.
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Introduction

The Quran is composed of various propositions that invite deep interpretation and analysis.
Within the discourse surrounding religious language, certain philosophical frameworks
challenge understanding its meaningfulness. Among the most influential figures in
contemporary language philosophy is Ludwig Wittgenstein (1), whose profound insights
have significantly shaped modern thought and provided a foundational framework for
subsequent philosophers. His philosophical contributions are typically categorized into two
distinct phases: Early Wittgenstein and Later Wittgenstein. In his early work, particularly in
the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (2), he posits that propositions that cannot be linked to
external realities are rendered meaningless (Wittgenstein, 2020: 44). Conversely, Later
Wittgenstein argues that meanings are not fixed or absolute; but rather, they are contingent
upon their practical usage within specific contexts, with the meaning of a sentence being
determined by the context in which it is articulated (Fahmi Zaidan, 2019: 146).

The concept of metaphor is articulated as an artistic device that vividly encapsulates ideas
through relatable examples. The effectiveness with which a metaphor conveys its intended
message enhances its value within discourse; this principle is exemplified by the Quran’s
adept integration of conceptual clarity with aesthetic expression in its metaphors (Ma'rifa,
Vol. 5, 2017: 327). While Surah Al-Bagarah contains numerous metaphors designed to
clarify complex ideas and render meanings tangible, this study will specifically focus on
seven key metaphors that explicitly reference examples (parables) through the lens of
Wittgenstein’s theoretical framework.

This research aims to address several critical questions regarding these metaphorical
statements: To what extent are the metaphorical expressions in Surah Al-Bagarah meaningful
when analyzed through the lens of Wittgenstein's theories? Which specific aspects of his
philosophy play a more significant role in establishing the meaningfulness of these
metaphors? Furthermore, how can these interpretations substantiate their significance within
this context?

While there exists a substantial body of scholarship concerning Wittgenstein’s contributions
to language philosophy, there remains a noticeable gap regarding studies that rigorously
apply his insights to Quranic analysis—particularly in terms of metaphorical interpretations.
This investigation will reference existing literature grounded in Wittgensteinian principles,
including critiques and examinations related to language games as well as thematic imagery
found within other surahs of the Quran, such as Surah Al-Ghashiyah, which discusses themes
of judgment and the consequences faced by individuals based on their beliefs and actions.

Methodology

Considering the diverse types of metaphors present in the Quran, it is impractical to conduct
a case study on each metaphor. Consequently, this research adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology combined with a statistical approach to investigate the principal metaphors
found in Surah Al-Bagarah, with particular emphasis on Wittgenstein's theoretical
framework. In this study, seven key metaphors have been identified within this surah,
specifically addressing themes related to disbelievers, hypocrites, and the concept of Sadagah
(charitable giving).



Findings

The subjects represented in these metaphors are inherently non-experimental and form part
of the key vocabulary within the Quran recognized as fundamental topics in its discourse.
Conversely, all subjects of comparison are tangible and observable entities that demonstrate
significant alignment with empirical reality. The Quran effectively articulates the defining
component of a metaphor—the subject of comparison—Dby illustrating it through natural
events. This metaphorical framework draws upon elements of nature that are not limited to
any specific historical period; thus, it cannot be claimed that these events described in the
Quran pertain exclusively to either the past or future. Instead, they encompass natural
phenomena that are universally perceptible and tangible to humans and can be subjected to
empirical testing at any time.

For example, from Early Wittgenstein's perspective, meaning is fundamentally rooted in
positivist principles. In this context, the condition of disbelievers when called by Prophet
Muhammad is likened to an animal that merely hears noise and cries in response to being
called. This metaphor resonates with sensory experience as it involves entirely referential
terms (animal, hearing, sound, cry, call), which Early Wittgenstein would consider amenable
to empirical verification.

In contrast, Later Wittgenstein's theory posits that meaning arises from usage specific to
language users; this observation reveals that such propositions are fully meaningful and align
with reality. Even when one steps outside the linguistic community (the religious group),
these metaphors retain their significance and represent an undeniable comparison.
Furthermore, this proposition remains comprehensible and justifiable even for empiricists.
Analyses indicate that Early Wittgenstein viewed subjects composed of individuals as
lacking meaning; however, he acknowledged the definitional aspect of metaphors—the
subject of comparison—as meaningful. This suggests that metaphors have been articulated in
ways that allow for empirical testing capabilities; thus, even those who reject religious
language cannot dismiss these metaphors due to their testable nature.

Moreover, all elements constituting metaphors are regarded as meaningful according to Later
Wittgenstein’s framework; firstly due to their applicability for religious individuals who
grasp their meanings during discussions and secondly because each religion possesses its
specific lexicon (language games), ensuring that these meanings hold relevance within the
community of language users.

Conclusion

From Early Wittgenstein's perspective, among the seven metaphorical propositions found in
Surah Al-Bagarah, a portion of these statements is deemed meaningful as it constitutes the
defining element of a metaphor (the subject of comparison), while the subjects themselves
are regarded as meaningless within this theoretical framework due to their lack of empirical
testability. This observation suggests that the Quran represents a miraculous text, with its
metaphors articulated in ways that resonate with ideas even those who deny religious
language. The subjects of comparison align so closely with experience and nature that they
cannot be restricted to any specific temporal context; rather, they are universally perceptible
and tangible across all eras.



Conversely, this proposition is also interpreted as meaningful according to Later
Wittgenstein’s theory, albeit with a distinction: this interpretation presents two approaches.
The first approach asserts that meaning applies solely to language users within the religious
community, while the second approach posits that it holds significance for all individuals.
Consequently, these metaphorical statements are recognized as meaningful for everyone;
even if an individual rejects religion, denying these metaphors remains implausible.
Additionally, the assessment of meaningfulness regarding these metaphors across both
theoretical periods indicates that Later Wittgenstein assigned greater significance to them.

Utilizing Wittgenstein’s theory of meaning in language allows for an interpretation of the
metaphors in Surah Al-Bagarah as a vivid linguistic expression. These metaphors are framed
in such a manner that they can be substantiated through both dimensions of Wittgenstein’s
theory, as they exhibit empirical qualities while simultaneously reflecting the meaningful
contexts relevant to language users.
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