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Herat, one of Afghanistan's major cultural cities, has consistently
played a significant role in producing, distributing, and consuming
literature. This study, utilizing Robert Escarpit's approach, aims to
examine the state of literary consumption in Herat from 1390 to 1400
(2011-2021) by analyzing one of the key dimensions of his
framework: literary consumption. The research method employed is
descriptive-analytical, with data collected through both fieldwork and
library research. Based on Morgan's sampling table, the primary data
collection tool was a researcher-designed questionnaire, distributed
among 384 individuals with at least a high school diploma. The
findings indicate that while literary consumption in Herat witnessed
slight growth during this decade, it still lags significantly behind
global standards. This gap is primarily attributed to the inadequate
understanding of audience preferences by poets, writers, and literary
associations, as well as the lack of effective efforts to cultivate these
preferences. By offering practical recommendations for improving the
state of literary consumption in Herat, this study aims to support the
city's literary producers and distributors in enhancing their
engagement with readers.
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