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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article The expansion of migration waves and the emergence of colonialism have led to the
development of new fields in world literature, known as "migration literature” and
type: “postcolonial literature.”" In this literary domain, writers often explore identity crises
Research resulting from these phenomena and their consequences. Homi Bhabha, one of the
. leading theorists in this field, employs concepts such as hybridity, ambivalence, and
Article the third space in his studies. According to Bhabha, the third space is an unstable realm
between the migrant and the host society, where interactions between the two take
place. In this space, the migrant's identity is in a constant struggle between two
cultures, yet the dominance of one over the other remains impossible. This process,
which is directly linked to "othering,” continuously situates the migrant at the border
between two cultures.This study, adopting a cultural analysis approach and employing
Received: a descriptive-analytical method, examines the novel Al-Nabitha. Al-Nabitha, written by
29/08/2024 Inaam Kachachi_, narrates the _Iives o_f three migrants—Taj al-Muluk, Widian, and
Mansour al-Badi—whose experiences in the twentieth century have compelled them to
Accepted: migrate. Beyond depicting the identity characteristics of migrants caught between the
15/03/2025 culture of their homeland and that of the host country, the novel also constructs a space

in which the third space emerges between two migrants as well. In this space, the
subjects come into close proximity, almost to the point of fusion; however, due to their
unstable identities, true unity remains unattainable. Consequently, the findings of this
study indicate that with the emergence of the third space, the fusion of two migrants
also becomes impossible.
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Introduction

The phenomena of migration and colonialism have significantly influenced cultural and literary studies,
leading to the emergence of migration and postcolonial literature. In these literary traditions, writers
explore identity crises and the challenges resulting from migration. One of the most prominent theorists
in this field, Homi Bhabha, introduced the concept of the "Third Space,"” referring to an intermediary
zone between the host culture and the migrant culture. In this space, the migrant's identity remains in a
state of continuous suspension between two cultures, making complete assimilation or integration into
either culture impossible.

The novel Al-Nabidha by Inaam Kachachi, centered around three migrant protagonists—Taj al-Muluk,
Wedyan, and Mansour al-Badi—examines migrant identity and the influence of the host culture on
them. The novel presents characters who oscillate between their homeland's culture and that of the host
country. This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, emphasizing Homi Bhabha’s theories, to
investigate the representation of migrant identity and the impact of the Third Space on the relationships
between the novel’s characters. This article seeks to answer questions such as: "How is migrant identity
represented in Al-Nabidha?" and "How do characteristics such as hybrid identity and instability prevent
the complete unification of migrant subjects?"

Methodology

This qualitative research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Data collection is based on a close
examination of the text of Al-Nabidha, which is then analyzed through the key concepts of Homi
Bhabha’s theory. Content analysis, grounded in cultural studies theories, serves as the primary tool for
exploring the formation of migrant identity and the Third Space within the novel. To determine the
most suitable perspective for analyzing the novel, prior studies in migration literature and postcolonial
theory have been reviewed to refine the theoretical framework. Stuart Hall’s theory provides a
foundational context, while Bhabha’s concept of the Third Space is employed for interpreting the
novel.

For a more precise analysis, the representation of migrant identity in this novel is examined on two
levels: (1) the individual level, which includes the personal experiences and decisions of the characters
in navigating between their homeland and host culture; and (2) the social level, which explores the
interactions between migrant characters and their host society. The authors have carefully considered
both the narrative and linguistic features to determine how each aspect of migrant identity manifests in
these levels.

Findings

The study’s findings indicate that the migrant identity in Al-Nabidha is shaped by cultural interactions
and social conditions at the intersection of two cultures: that of the homeland and that of the host
country. The results reveal that each of the novel’s main characters encounters migration and the Third
Space differently:

- Taj al-Muluk: She strives to establish an independent identity by distinguishing herself from various
cultures. She uses linguistic manipulation as a tool to distance herself from the host culture, attempting
to maintain her identity in a state of suspension by changing her name and linguistic identity. This
desire for distinction is also evident in her social behaviors and interactions. Taj frequently alters her
name, not as a sign of assimilation but as an act of resistance against cultural dissolution. She
consistently defines herself beyond any single culture, withdrawing whenever she approaches cultural
fusion to ensure her distinctiveness.

- Wedyan: Unlike Taji, Wedyan attempts to redefine her identity within the framework of colonial
victimhood. Forced into migration, she oscillates between resentment toward and attachment to her
homeland. The Third Space manifests as an internal struggle, preventing her from fully integrating into



the host culture. Wedyan’s character illustrates migration marked by wounds and painful experiences,
rendering her incapable of embracing a new identity in the host society.

- Mansour al-Badi: Among the three, he experiences the highest degree of hybridity. He attempts to
bridge the migrant and host cultures by reinterpreting the notion of homeland and idealizing it.
However, this ultimately leads to perpetual instability. Through his interactions with other characters,
Mansour continually reshapes his understanding of identity. He attempts to reconstruct his homeland
mentally, but cultural rifts and incomplete acceptance from both societies render his identity an
ongoing challenge.

The study also highlights that the Third Space influences not only the migrant-host relationship but also
the interactions among migrants themselves. Taj al-Muluk and Wedyan, despite their shared
experiences, cannot achieve unity because their oscillation between love and resentment toward their
homeland keeps them in a space where their proximity results in the greatest distance. A similar
dynamic exists between Taj al-Muluk and Mansour al-Badi: although they share many commonalities
in their migrant identities, their bond remains fragile. At the very moment when their unity seems
imminent, their idealized perceptions of each other collapse, preventing any true fusion.

Conclusion

The analysis of Al-Nabidha demonstrates that the Third Space governs not only the relationship
between the host culture and the migrant culture but also the interactions among migrants themselves.
Migrant identity remains caught in a constant struggle with cultural dualities, and any attempt to
establish a cohesive and unified identity ultimately fails. In line with Homi Bhabha’s theories, this
study affirms that migrant identity within the Third Space remains unstable and precarious.
Furthermore, the findings indicate that the Third Space is not solely confined to the migrant’s position
between homeland and host culture but also emerges in interactions between migrants, preventing any
complete integration among individuals who themselves exist in a hybrid cultural state.

This research suggests further studies on the role of the Third Space in migrant interactions and its
impact on other literary works in migration literature. A comparative study between Al-Nabidha and
works by other Arab diaspora writers could offer new insights into the Third Space and its effects on
migrant identity, particularly within the Islamic and Arab worlds.

Another recommendation is to examine how migrant writers' lived experiences influence their literary
portrayals of migration and identity. Such an investigation could reveal how personal experiences
shape the representation of the Third Space in texts. In this regard, autobiographical studies could be
particularly insightful and valuable.
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