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Abstract
The term “Ulai al-Albab” is a frequently used expression in the Qur’an and
Islamic traditions. Regarding them, Imam ‘Ali ibn Miisa al-Rida states: “Qad
‘alima dhut al-albab anna al-istidlal ‘ala ma hunaka 1a yakiinu illa bi-ma
hahuna”. Muslim scholars have proposed three possible interpretations of this
statement: First, recognizing the attributes of God through revelation. Second,
acquiring knowledge of God through self-knowledge. Thied, understanding
matters of the Hereafter through the observation of worldly phenomena.
Alongside conventional methods of Figh al-Hadith, special attention to the
content of Qur’anic verses and certain traditions proves beneficial in uncovering
the correct meaning of this statement. This paper, using a descriptive-analytical
method and focusing on the viewpoint of ‘Allamah Javadi Amoli, seeks to
identify the more accurate interpretation. The research concludes that the third
possibility enjoys stronger supporting evidence, as, according to the Qur’anic
perspective, the only aspect of material phenomena that matters is their “’sign-like”
nature and their profound connection with hidden realities. The “Ulii al-Albab”
reflect on the apparent aspect of these signs to reach their hidden dimension.
The esoteric knowledge of the Qur’an, as an example of unseen and hidden
truths, also falls within this framework. ‘Allamah Javadi Amoli, in some of
his works, has alluded to the hadith in question and, in various parts of his
writings, has followed this same path demonstrating the possibility of accessing
the hidden knowledge of the Qur’an and presenting numerous examples of it.
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