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Article Info ABSTRACT

The development of rural schools from the early years of the Second Pahlavi era,
spurred by laws such as the Compulsory and Free Education Act, attracted the
Research Article  attention of several intellectuals. This created a foundation for expanding the
educational system in rural areas during the Second Pahlavi period, affecting the
gradual growth of rural schooling in Kerman Province as well. Using a historical
approach and drawing on archival documents and the press, this study examines the
trajectory of rural school development in Kerman Province during the Second Pahlavi
era, along with its challenges. Findings reveal that despite some progress, rural
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Received: education in the province faced numerous obstacles. Until the late 1960s, severe
financial constraints prevented the government from providing adequate
12/03/2025 infrastructure for remote villages, and funds were mostly allocated to urban areas.
Accepted: Consequently, many rural schools emerged not from coordinated governmental
planning but through persistent requests from villagers, coupled with their
24/06/2025 contributions of land and construction. Chronic shortages of personnel and lack of

funds remained persistent barriers. Other impediments included the province’s vast
geographical expanse, scattered low-population villages, harsh climatic conditions,
and limited rural resources—factors that dissuaded many teachers from accepting or
retaining positions there. As a result, by the late 1970s, a significant portion of villages
in southern Kerman Province still lacked primary schools.
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