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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main idea of Maurice Merleau-Ponty's philosophy (1908-1961), as one of the
important representatives of French existentialism, is the return to the nature of the first
experience of reality, the direct relationship of consciousness with oneself and the world, and
the effort to understand the mind and human life in the world. He believes that modern art and
philosophy allow for a rediscovery of "The World of Perception,” the world that emerges to
us through our senses and in our daily lives. According to Merleau-Ponty, perception is not
subjective and internal, but a state of being and a manifestation of our being-in-the-world, and
perceptual phenomena are a natural aspect of our being.

The perspective of Sohrab Sepehri, a renowned Iranian poet and painter, on perception is
similar to Merleau-Ponty's theory of sensory perception.

Sepehri opposes imposed knowledge and the incompatibility with human nature and
equates feelings in his art, both in his poetry and paintings, with sensory perception. This study
aims to meditate on the possibility of emerging the world as we perceive it through the dialectic
of painting, a world that is not just a collection of what meets the eye but an environment and
situation in which we dwell and interact, and we have no choice but to become rivals of
possibilities and impossibilities, opportunities and obstacles. And in this process, by visiting
the collection "The Tree Trunks," we will seek an answer to the question of whether, through
the primordial world created by the dialectic painter, being emerges, and does the dialectic of
painting make the emergence of the "world of culture” possible?

Methodology

This article, in terms of its goal, is fundamental and adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach with a historical perspective. The data collection method used is library research,
and the data analysis is qualitative. The research findings indicate that art, especially the
dialectic of painting, enables a sense of dwelling in the proximity of existence and emerges as
a manifestation of our being-in-the-world. In this process, a rediscovery of the perceived world
becomes possible, and the emergence of being, as interpreted by Merleau-Ponty through the
invisible, what this world contains, preserves it, sees itself, and the inner possibility of the
world as visible.

Discussion

"Trees" or "The Tree Trunks" is a collection of Sepehri's paintings that depict trees
primarily in earthy colors such as brown and ochre, with black, shadowy strokes, arranged in
a limited and dark color palette like his other works. This collection, one of his most important
works, started in the late 1960s and includes a complex intertwining of trees, summarized and
geometric, emphasizing the rough and porous texture of tree trunks. In these works, the trees
are not in the distance, as is common in landscape paintings, but so close that there is no trace
of branches and leaves in the painting frame, only a part of the trunk is visible, as if the painter
is immersed in their shadow and has drawn them, inviting the viewer not only to see but also
to touch, smell, hear, and even taste. One of the first experiences that the viewer encounters
with these works is the liberation from the dominance of pure visual perception; the painting
becomes an opportunity to momentarily regain awareness of our senses and engage in a state
of non-mediated relationship with the world of the artwork, touching us through the painting
and making us aware of its existence.

Sepehri's approach to the issue of perception is similar to Merleau-Ponty's theory of
sensory perception. Merleau-Ponty's philosophy is a study related to life that enables him to
address the issue of the visible. Merleau-Ponty's phenomenology is a deeper sense of
phenomenology, meaning a phenomenology of life, ultimately grounded in contemplation of
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life and defined by this contemplation.

Merleau-Ponty believes that "perception™ can reveal a world; in his view, every world is
not just a collection of entities but an environment and a situation in which we dwell and
navigate, inevitably becoming rivals of possibilities and impossibilities, opportunities, and
obstacles; thus, every world is a space of meaning. Merleau-Ponty, in search of the general
conditions of meaning, brings a wide range of cultural practices to the fore.

Merleau-Ponty, like Heidegger, believes that "the meaning of existence is discovery," and
existence must manifest and reveal itself, but unlike Heidegger, who understands the visibility
of existence through disclosure, studying existence in human being, Merleau-Ponty does not
discover the real meaning of existence through human being, but through the "invisible"; the
invisible in this world, meaning what this world holds, preserves it, makes itself and the inner
possibility of the world visible. According to Merleau-Ponty, painting is also an unveiling of
existence because painting is a visual representation that makes awareness of the invisible
possible. By observing painting as a form of language that signifies existence, he not only
claims that painters do not create their paintings out of nothing but also sees them as witnesses
to the claim that the visible presupposes the invisible, and the collection of visible and invisible
entities constitutes beings.

The human being in its existential appearance forms the core of Sepehri's poems and
thoughts. A human being who is a small world in the realm of the galaxy and the manifestation
of light and the essence of the world in this world. For Sepehri, human existence is a journey
of consciousness, sadness, love, loneliness, the meaning of life, death, and how to confront the
sublime command, which are among the central existentialist concepts in "Eight Books."

Conclusion

The significance of Sohrab Sepehri in the modern art scene of Iran is undeniable. His
mystical life and worldview, deeply rooted in Eastern art, Buddhism, and Zen, alongside his
understanding of Western art and philosophical traditions, have made him an interpreter of
existential being. In the proximity of trees, he found the occurrence of being-in-the-world.
Sepehri sang through his paintings, transforming them into a home for being.

The intertwining of the trunks of trees in Sepehri's work speaks of the passage of time, tells
of the wind and the sun, speaks of the thirsty soil, and of Kashan and its surroundings. Delving
into the texture of the trees alerts us to their corporeality. It reveals an earthly world that intends
to keep its secrets. The silent and dark houses in the distance and the warning from behind the
trees are a reminder of our estrangement from our essence and the existential nature. He makes
us aware of all our senses, not just sight; touch, smell, hear, taste. He reminds us of our bodies.
He invites us to the trees, to the earth, to the soil, and calls us back to the proximity of things,
to touch and engage with the essence of existence. An existence that is closer to us than what
has been said; yes! The truth was with a poet who said: "There was a way from us to the flower,
nothing... .
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