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Extended Abstract

This article explores the concept of existential communication and its significance from
the point of view of Karl Jaspers' existential philosophy, using the research method of concept
analysis of the type of conceptual interpretation and expansion. The author tries to show that,
from Jasper's point of view, the need for existential communication is a fundamental and
inherent need in human existence. Accordingly, the concept of existential communication is
defined and analyzed as the communication of life. Jaspers posits that establishing existential
communication provides a foundation for achieving self-awareness and attaining Existenz,
considering it a form of experiencing the eternal moment. From his point of view, existential
communication is highly unique and subjective, and its purpose is to be in an intimate and
honest relationship with another individual. Jaspers views existential communication as a
quest for existential truth, guiding not only human relationships but also individuals towards
God as the absolute existence, the transcendent being.

An overview of the philosophical works of Jaspers mentioned above shows that this
philosopher discusses various forms of communication; however, the greatest importance is
given to the analysis of existential communication. Why? The reason is that Jasper was
concerned about the human situation, his mental state in the modern world. Jaspers believed that
the human "spirit and heart" are called to communication, and his personality is shaped through
existential communication. (Gordon, 2000:107). Therefore, in Jaspers' philosophy, there is an
inseparable link between communication and human life. Jaspers clearly adopted this basic
attitude from Kierkegaard's philosophy. In his work "Reason and Existenz" (1957b), he speaks
of three states of being. In this context, clear similarities can be seen with Kierkegaard's three
stages of life. Jaspers repeatedly emphasizes in his writings that human existence is
unconditionally inclined towards communication, noting that "the greatest achievement of a
human being in this world is the communication of one personality with another" (Jaspers,
1973:71). In fact, here Jaspers refers to existential communication, which is considered the main
goal of man. His philosophy is full of statements that emphasize the special importance of
existential communication in human life. ® It can be claimed that Jaspers tries to "prove the
priority of human communication over the formation of man™ (Gordon, 2000:111). According to
him, every new human being is born in communication. Therefore, existential communication
provides the birth of human personality and existence. 2 In addition, Jaspers, like Kierkegaard,
emphasizes the constant presence of the individual in communication. "First, man exists as a
being in the world who has a relationship with himself. Second, man exists as a being who is in
communication with other people as beings" (Jaspers, 2000: 114).

This shows that Jaspers considers humans to be relative beings who, as communicative
beings, have their authentic existence and identity derived from existential communication. In
the second volume of his three-volume book Philosophy, in a chapter entitled
"Communication,” he repeatedly emphasizes the priority of communication for becoming
human: "I am only through communication with another" (Jaspers, 1970, 47). And in another
part of the book, he says, "Just as | am not conscious without an object, | am not self-conscious
without the self-consciousness of others from myself" (Jaspers, 1970, 51). Therefore, it can be
claimed that existential communication is an integral part and the secret of human existence.
In analyzing this view, Gordon states that "Jaspers sees communication as the universal
condition of a human being, to the extent that our comprehensive essence, which is what we
are and what is for us, is tied to communication™ (Gordon, 2000:106).

To summarize the points presented, it should first be noted that existential communication
is a certain secret of human life and its existential need. Secondly, this communication is the
basis of authentic existence and its main purpose, since it is only through this highest form of
communication that man can realize the purpose of his existence and become his true self. It
can be claimed that this type of communication "reveals the unique horizons of existential
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creation" (Kacerauskas, 2010:18). Therefore, "for Jaspers, existential communication is the
most complete, fundamental and effective form of communication” (Gérniak-Kocikowska,
2012:423). Thirdly, existential communication is not merely a process of exchanging words,
but a communication in which the subjective world of two people and their existential depth
meet, when "existence communicates with existence." Therefore, existential communication
can rightly be called the communication of life.

The second aspect that reveals itself in the discussion of existential communication is truth.
From Jasper's point of view, communication is vital for philosophy and the achievement of
philosophical truth. "Truth," for Jaspers, is based on communication: If I could have achieved
truth alone, in absolute solitude, I would never have suffered so much from the lack of
communication, and | would never have experienced such an unparalleled pleasure from
authentic communication. But 1 am only in connection with the other; alone, | am nothing
(Jaspers, 1973:80).

Philosophical truth arises specifically through human dialogue, grows out of the authentic
communication between selves who are trying to understand themselves and the other, life and
meaning, and is not simply transferred from one to the other. It is a truth that comes into being for
the first time in the course of communication, a truth that is only actualized within it and through
it; a truth that is neither pre-existent to be transferred to another, nor a goal that can be achieved by
a particular method and considered without valid communication (Jaspers, 1957b: 97).

The third aspect that stands out in Jasper's analysis of existential communication is
"existential ethics," which can be related to "ethics of communication.” In speaking of existential
communication, Jaspers specifies the ethical position and values of the individual in relation to
the other person with whom we want to establish authentic and real communication.
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