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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Historians will probably consider the years 1978-1980 as a revolutionary turning point in the
economic, social, and political history of the world in the future. The years when Deng Xiaoping
in China combined a free economy with communist regulations, Paul VVolcker became chairman
of the US Federal Reserve, Margaret Thatcher became Prime Minister of Britain by limiting the
power of labor unions and ending the disastrous stagflation, and Ronald Reagan became
President of the United States. VVolcker, Thatcher, Reagan, and Xiaopeng all raised debates that
had been going on for a long time, but were only being addressed by a minority, and transformed
them into debates by the majority, eventually bringing out of the darkness and obscurity a specific
doctrine that came to be known as neoliberalism, which has been an important guiding principle
of human thought and economic and social management for more than four decades.
Neoliberalism should be understood as a dominant rationality that creates distinct types of
subjects, behaviors, value systems, and social meaning-making. This rationality gives an
economic character to all human spheres and activities, and instead of a model of society based
on a social contract that leads to the creation of justice, it proposes a conception according to
which society is organized in the form of a market, and that it is the requirements of the market
that guide states. As neoliberal rationality is replaced by the common sense of the people, the
principles of this kind of rationality not only govern us through the state, but also find a pervasive
presence in workplaces, schools, hospitals, sports stadiums, the media, and in short, in all human
inclinations and decisions (Brown et al., 2022: 22).

Methods and Data
The method of this research is documentary and, based on various texts, it examines the
nature of neoliberalism and the criticisms it has received.

Findings

Development According to Wendy Brown, neoliberalism accuses the social of being
imaginary and unreal and thereby becomes egalitarian. But at the cost of sacrificing the
spontaneous order of markets and moral standards. Neoliberal wisdom portrays the adherence
to these norms and routines as a misguided attempt to undermine freedom, to replace moral
imperatives with political ones, and to engage in totalitarian social engineering (Brown et al,
2022: 51). Brown believes that the political sphere, along with other aspects of contemporary
life, has succumbed to an economic rationality; in other words, not only has humanity been
completely configured as an economic man, but all aspects of human life have been shaped
according to a market rationality. While this requires the submission of all action and politics
to utilitarian considerations, it is equally important that the outcome of all human and
conventional actions be treated as a rational corporate action and according to a profit-seeking,
utilitarian calculation or consent to the microeconomic network of scarcity, supply, and
demand, and moral and value neutrality.

Pierre Bourdieu sees neoliberalism as a utopia of limitless exploitation that has been
operationalized as a coherent program for the systematic destruction of collective structures
that could create an obstacle to the logic of the perfect market (Bourdieu, 2019: 84). Neoliberal
governmentality is a Foucauldian reading of the relationship between neoliberal discourse and
the modern state, which presents new mechanisms of modern state intervention in social
policymaking under neoliberalism. In The Birth of Biopolitics as a Paleontologist, Foucault is
interested in the mechanisms of formulation that govern the objects, concepts, and practices of
neoliberal discourse. According to Foucault, neoliberalism reformulates the classical theory of
the free market, but instead of defining the market in terms of exchange, it substitutes
competition (Foucault, 2023: 168).
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According to Byung-Chul Han, the neoliberal political psyche has always brought about more
innovative methods of exploitation. Countless self-management workshops, motivational
rehabilitation, and seminars on personality and mental training promise unlimited self-optimization
and increased productivity. Subjects are guided by neoliberal techniques of domination, which aim
not only to invest in working hours but also in the personality or self of the subject. All these
techniques are directed at individual orders and, in fact, at the subjects’ lives. Neoliberalism
considers the whole human being as an object of exploitation (Han, 2021b: 35).

Zygmunt Bauman condemns the consumerism inspired by the neoliberals, such as von Hayek
and von Mises, for being hypocritical on two counts; first, industrial capitalism was much more
honest than neoliberal capitalism based on consumerism, because it was blunt and unvarnished.
The industrial capitalism was saying, “These are the bosses, these are the employers, and these
are the workers; people are and will remain branches; all we can offer is the chance that if you
really try your best, you will join those who are better than you; but there will always be winners
and losers and so on” (Bauman, 2017: 370). Consumerism based on neoliberal capitalism does
not have this frankness; it promises something it cannot deliver. Consumerism, in fact, promises
the universalization of happiness. Everyone is free to choose, and if everyone is allowed to enter
the store, then everyone is equally happy. This is one of the hypocrisies of consumerism. The
next hypocrisy is its limitation and inability to do what it pretends to do, namely, that when
freedom of consumption is granted, the problem of freedom is completely solved, and this is the
reduction of freedom to consumerism. People are led to forget that there are other ways to express
themselves than simply buying a better product and consumerism. The first hypocrisy is due to
the mockery of the principle of justice, and the second hypocrisy is due to the mockery of the
principle of self-expression (Bauman, 2017: 370-371).

Conclusion and Discussion

Over the past few decades, the philosophy of neoliberalism has existed in all areas of human
life, but the debate about its essence and nature in the current era and in view of the economic
crises and class and cultural divides that have occurred in different societies has attracted more
and more attention from researchers and experts. So far, various studies have been conducted in
different fields of social and human sciences on the essence and nature of neoliberalism, but these
studies have mostly occurred abroad, and within the country, studies related to neoliberalism
have begun in earnest in the last decade. The debate about neoliberalism is still very heated
among its critics and supporters, but the reality is that there is no coherent theoretical reading of
neoliberalism in our country and most of it is ideological fronts. Accordingly, this study
attempted to examine the historical roots of neoliberalism, and to present a coherent picture of
the essence and nature of neoliberalism using different and credible sources, examining the views
of different experts, first providing a definition of neoliberalism, and then listing its
characteristics. What was evident in the aforementioned definitions is that neoliberalism has an
economic nature, although it is referred to as a type of political governance, but in fact it is based
on the logic of the free market and economic rationality. The basic characteristics of
neoliberalism, based on the texts under review, are: emphasis on the free market, technology,
non-intervention or intervention by the state in favor of the market, individual freedoms, of
course in the economic sense, competition based on market order, privatization, and profit-
seeking. Each of these characteristics manifests itself in specific ways in different societies.
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