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Literary semiotics as a literary criticism method deals with the implication structure of
literary works and analyzes the world inside the text to express the role of linguistic
signs in the making and production of meanings of a literary work. Peirce’s theory of
semiotics is a critical method for analyzing poetic works that divide signs into three
parts of representation, subject and interpretation. In this theory, the concept of sign and
its final form is made of three components. Mohammad Adam, the Egyptian poet, is a
modern poet who largely represents the concept of death in his poems and assumes a
major role in the signs which his poetic themes about death. The present article uses
Peirce’s theory of semiotics and the basics of the semiotics of codes to analyze the signs
pertaining to the concept of death in the poems of Mohammad Adam and to reveal clear
and laten aspects of his poetics. Research data suggest that Adam represents poetic
images and visible states such as falling off the rocks and large spiders, deep cliffs, etc.
to create his textuality and to expand the concept of signs related to death by means of
the subjects and details and enumerating some features of death like being terrifying and
unknown. In the end, he fulfills the concept of the sign by means of interpretation and
expresses his general attitude to the category of death and life, thus unveiling the
voidness, pessimism and nihilism of his beliefs about the world to come.
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Introduction:

The present study uses Peirce’s theory to investigate the formation of signs pertaining to the
concept of death in the form of spatial, temporal and aesthetic codes and analyze the
relationship between three the three components of the sign, thus outlining the final form
through this semantic relation and expressing the human thoughts and feelings about death.

Methodology:

Peirce’s model of semiotics differs from that of semioticians, especially Saussure. For
Saussure, a sign is two aspects which are signifier and signified; however, for Peirce, a sign
has three aspects made of representation, subject and interpretation (Delvadel, 2004: 21).
Therefore, there is a kind of causality between the signifiers and the signified, with this
causal relation may be repeated over and over. This makes the sign structure more
complicated, as the text interpretation gets more difficult despite the repeated references
between the components of the sign. Thus, more attention is warranted to construe the
relation between the elements constituting the sign. In the view of Peirce, a sign serves as a
system with the outside world and inside of the text linked by the third element, i.e., the
subject. “A sign is a single structure that is composed of three interconnected elements which
if one is missing, the single structure will be lost” (Peirce, 1970, 229; quoted by Esmaeili
Alavi, 2001:101). Each of the three elements of sign in the theory of Peirce has its own
characteristics. This article uses semiotics of codes to analyze the content, in addition to
Peirce’s theory of semiotics, and to investigate the formation of the signs related to the
concept of death so that analyses proportionate to each of the codes are established.

Discussion and Results

Adam likens death to monstrous and terrifying spiders, highlights the violence and cruelty of
death and likens death to a dusty and bloody body to reveal a sensual embodiment of death.
He also uses figurative speech to codify death as “departing for the cliff,” which is an impact
language to refer to the abstract concept of death. By using the word “we dig” along with the
phrase “eternal well,” Adam creates an implication whose signified is death and the end of
life. From a paradigmatic point of view, the poet uses metaphors to combine some of the
subjective concepts, which are related to death, with concrete words to give a sensual
semantic layer to death which would exaggerate the power and cruelty of death. In the form
of explicit metaphor, he imagines death as an endless journey and uses the paradigmatic of
the unreal meaning of travel to create a poetic implication that signifies the continuation of
Adam’s life in a world different from that of the material world. He uses the time names of
“Al-Zaman” and “Sanawat” to express the relationship between the passing moments of
human life and his death in a poetic language; thereby referring to the signified, i.e.,
unexpectedness of death and instability of the world and fleeting life. He also uses explicit
implications of spatial names such as “well” and “abyss” to create implications that refer to
abstract concepts that involve Adam’s positive views of death and that death sometimes has
a happy ending for mankind. Semiotics of codes is another semiotic method used to
categorize signs and organize analyses related to signs. In this article, we also try to use
semiotics of codes in the analysis of the materials, along with Peirce's semiotic theory, and
examine the formation of signs related to the concept of death in order to form analyses
appropriate to each code. Muhammad Adam is an Egyptian poet whose poetry is dominated
by a philosophical approach, and death and death thoughts are among the most frequent



according to Peirce's theory, how signs related to the concept of death are formed in the form
of aesthetic, spatial, and temporal codes of expression and analysis, and the relationship
between the three components of the sign, and through this semantic relationship, to portray
the final form of the sign and express Adam's feelings and thoughts about death. The present
study attempts to provide appropriate answers to these questions: How are the signs related
to the concept of death in Muhammad Adam's poems formed on the axis of association and
succession and temporal and spatial codes according to Peirce's theory? What role does the
semantic relationship between the three components of the sign in Peirce's theory play in the
formation of signs related to death in Muhammad Adam's poems?

The signs related to the concept of death in Muhammad Adam's poems are the result of the
semantic relationship between the three components of the sign, namely representation,
subject, and interpretation. Representation in Adam's poetry is the surface level of the text
that is provided to the audience as initial information and an image is created in his mind so
that the interpretation is understandable to him. The subject also acts as a bridge between the
sensory dimension of the signs related to the concept of death, namely representation, and
their mental dimension, namely interpretation. The signs in Muhammad Adam's poetry are
coherent units that are connected linearly and form the concept of death. The three-fold
structure of the sign in Peirce's theory and the complex semantic relationship between them
well show the complex and philosophical framework of Adam's thinking and mind, and
reflect his various and sometimes contradictory feelings and thoughts towards death, and
depict his pessimism and nihilism towards life. A kind of cause-and-effect relationship
dominates the linguistic signs in Adam's poetry, through which a network of floating
signifiers, as causes, lead to the effect hidden in the deep layers of the poetic text.

Conclusion

Signs in the poems of Mohammad Adam constitute a coherent unit that is linearly connected
and form the meaning of death. The three-element structure of signs in Peirce’s theory and
their complicated interrelated semantics reveal the human’s complicated and philosophical
framework, reflect his various but conflicting viewpoints about death and outline his
pessimism about life. There is a causal relation between linguistic signs in the poems of
Adam, which involve a network of floating signifiers as causes to effects that end up in
deeper layers of the poetic text. Signs pertaining to death in the poems of Mohammad Adam
result from a semantic relationship between three parts of the sign, i.e., representation,
subject and interpretation.
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