The Quarterly Journal of Political Studies of Islamic World
2019, Vol.8, NO.30

Realistic and Identity Dimensions of Saudi Arabia Policies

towards the Syrian Developments
Saman Mohammadi
Ph.D. Student in International Relations, International Relations Department, Faculty of
Law, Divinity and Political Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran. saman.mohamadi66@yahoo.com
Mehdi Zakerian*

Corresponding Author, Associate Prof, Department of International Relations, Faculty of
Law, Divinity and Political Science, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran, (Corresponding Author) mzakerian@yahoo.com

Abctract

Objective: With the onset of chaos in Syria, Saudi Arabia contrary to its anti-
revolutionary positions on the past, has been supporting different political and
religious actors based on the interests and identities of the kingdom. So, Saudi
Arabia has followed Syria's developments with special precision and sensitivity
and as an actor and major regional power, tried to take supportive positions from
opponents of the Bashar al-Assad's regime in Syria in order to shape the strategic
environment and maintain its national and regional interests. The purpose of the
present study is to identify different dimensions and angles shaping the Saudi
Arabia’s policies and positions towards the Syrian crisis.

Methods: This article based on two theories of structural realism and
constructivism and using descriptive-analytical method, examines Saudi Arabia's
position on the Syrian crisis.

Result: Saudi Arabia's foreign policy towards Syrian developments was
examined on the basis of two theories of constructivism and structural realism.
The findings indicates that the transnational behavior of this political system,
simultaneously has been influenced by the foundations of identity (typical and
role identity) and the realities of the regional and international environment.
Conclusion: The findings of this study indicate that dominant identity elements
in the Saudi kingdom and the perception that this country has its role in the region
along with the interests of the political system and attempting to maximize its
security and changing the balance of power, has been effective on its foreign
policy orientation towards the Syrian crisis.
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