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The present article intends to explore the reasonslifferent political
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greater political upheavals than other countriesthi@ region. In this
article, Goldstone’s theory of revolutions has besed to examine the
factors underpinning the failure or success of k#@nary movements in
mentioned countries. Accordingly, the hypothegithe paper is that the
different political outcomes of the protests aree do a combination of
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mobilization of anti-regime movements and, the oeses of national
militaries and international powers. Different dgafations of these
components in the crisis-stricken countries hadettedifferent political
outcomes.
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I ntroduction:

On Decemberl7, 2010, a policewoman confiscateduttieensed
vegetable cart of a young street vendor, Mohammaak&i, in the
small Tunisian city of Sidi Bouzid. Humiliated byshabuse and
exasperated by his inability to get redress, Buaxent to a local
governmental building, doused himself with gasqlirend lit
himself on fire. This event was the spark of extemgolitical
protests which finally led to the fall of Ben AlniTunisia. This
occurrence had a deep effect on other Arab sosjedie that after
some time, Mubarak fell in Egypt as well and a emj revolts
engulfed different countries such as Bahrain, Yenighya and
Syria. Some protests were also held in other cmstsuch as
Morocco, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. In terms of tlature and
model of the recent revolutions, a range of viewsehbeen put
forward; Some observers see them as postmodernutievis,
diffused and leaderless, with no fixed ideologyh&s view them as
the next wave of democratic and liberal revolutjoridost
commonly, they are described as youth revoluti@isce young
people played a key role in initiating them; Stthers argue that
they may be Islamist revolutions and will turn tregion into a
theocracy resembling Iran (Bayat:2011). In termstlué social
origins of these developments, some scholars hacaséd on
political factors such as a lack of democracy alerty in previous
regimes, while others have highlighted economidof@c such as
poverty, unemployment and discrimination; some haalso
attempted to present integrated theoretical framesvowhich
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incorporate a range of different factors in orderekplain these
developments. A brief overview of the mentioned oties
demonstrates that in most studies, there is amptt® organize the
huge public blast in the Middle East and North édrias a neat
conceptual package (Aronson:2011) and less comyparatudies
have been done on the crisis-stricken countries,ekample there
has not to date been a comprehensive study orettsoms for the
different political outcomes of the protests I tArab world; in
particular, there has been no significant exanomatf “ why the
rulers of Egypt and Tunisia fell rapidly while tlgwvernment of
Libya collapsed after months of resistance, and wtme
governments in Bahrain and Syria have shown coredie
resistance, while, in Yemen, only superficial chesghave
occurred.” Given the mentioned research gap, tlesemt article
attempts to answer the following question: Why heagent protest
movements in the Arab world resulted in differensligcal
outcomes? This study covers six countries of Egiphisia, Libya,
Syria, Yemen and Bahrain which have undergone grgalitical
upheavals than other countries in the region. Tksearch
methodology is analytic-descriptive. To answer thesearch
guestion, Goldstone’s theory of revolutions has nbesed to
examine the factors underpinning the failure or cess of
revolutionary movements in mentioned countries. okdingly, the
hypothesis of the paper is that the different praitoutcomes of the
protests are due to a combination of factors inalydhe political
legitimacy of governments, the level of mobilizatiof anti-regime
movements and, the responses of national militarsexd
international powers. Different configurations bese components
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in the crisis-stricken countries have led to d#far political
outcomes. This paper begins by presenting the ¢hieal
framework of this study; then examines the compteari the
theoretical framework in relation to the countrigs€Egypt, Tunisia,
Libya, Syria, Yemen and Bahrain; and finally, carstbns are
drawn regarding the political futures of the crsigcken countries.

Theoretical Framework: causes of failure or success of
revolutions

One of the most important topics in the field ofiifocal science
understands the formation and success of revokit@amd different,
competing approaches and theories have been pudridto do this
over time. In general, the comparative and scienttudy of
revolutions started after the Great Russian Rewmwiuand, from
then on, theories of revolution have experiencen foain faces. In
the first generation, authors tried to identify coon patterns of
occurrences. The scholars of the second generattiempted to use
general theories to explain political violence, p®ud'état and
revolutions. In the third generation, researcherscentrated on the
structure of different governments and agriculturelations in
comparative and historical perspective and arghatigovernments
have different structures. The thinkers of the flowreneration also
examined factors such as agency, ideology and tbeeps of
revolutions and concentrated on the origins, antcarnes of
revolutions. One of the significant topics inveatgd by the
thinkers of the third and fourth generations istthdy some
revolutions succeed while others fail. In a compredive study,
John Foran has explained the victory or failure different
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revolutions considering the combination of thedaling factors: 1)
dependent development; 2) A repressive, exclusyoraagrsonalist
state; 3) The elaboration of effective and powephiitical cultures
of resistance; and a revolutionary crisis congistiof 4) An
economic downturn; and 5) A world systemic openfadet—up of
external controls). Dependent development and sspre,
exclusionary, personalist state create politicatiad and economic
grievances among diverse sections of population arake a
formation of a broad, multi-class alliance agathst state. Political
cultures of resistance and opposition also ingistshe irreducible
role played by human agency and meaning in the mgakir not) of
revolutions. The final element is the emergenceeslutionary
crisis which has two determinants, one partly maéand the other
external. Economic downturns on the eve of revohgi sharpen
existing grievances past the breaking point. Whae factor is
combined with a world-systemic opening for changepowerful
conjuncture arises for revolutionary movementsucceed. (Foran:
228-230). Goldstone is another political scientieb has examined
the conditions under which revolutions succeed.Goldstone’s
view, for a revolution to succeed, a number ofdexhave to come
together. The government must appear so irremediabjust or
inept that it is widely viewed as a threat to theumtry's future;
elites (especially in the military) must be aliesthifrom the state
and no longer willing to defend it; a broad-basedtisn of the
population, spanning ethnic and religious groups sotioeconomic
classes, must mobilize; and international powerstmaither refuse
to step in to defend the government or constraifratn using
maximum force to defend itself. Revolutions rarelymph because
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these conditions rarely coincide. (Goldstone :2014) brief

overview of the theories of Goldstone and Forareaéss similar
factors with regard to why some movements succeddthers fail;
for instance, both theories have considered thadtion of a broad,
multi-class alliance against the state and thetigra®f foreign

players. In this study, the general view of Goldstchas been
applied for investigating why some movements sutdedeand
others failed. Accordingly, the political legitimac of the

governments, the social mobilization of the oppaseand, the
reaction of elites, especially armed forces, amdifm powers in the
mentioned countries have been examined.

Tunisia
In general, the fundamental characteristics oftigsliin Tunisia

during the Ben Ali period, which mostly continuedorh the
Bourguiba period included:

1-Party dictatorship: In a comprehensive researchthe party
systems of Middle Eastern societies, Blaydes h#sgoazed the
Ben Ali regime among the single-party regimes witmited

contestation (Blaydes, 2011: 226). In that peribghisia continued
to be dominated by a president who faced no selimgtgutional

constraint and who directed a ruling party that aerad virtually
indistinguishable from the organs of the state.tTpwty enjoyed
such strong advantages that it did not need théenly legal party
in order to remain dominant. (Alexander 2010:36)

2-Authoritarianism and personalized power: Opprasspolitical
dissidents, constraints on press freedom, tortureopponents,
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extensive government control of media, and viofataf human
rights were the most important political charactcs of the Ben
Ali period (Penner Angrist :2011). Moreover, auitemian growth
during the Ben Ali period was such that some argied Tunisia
was more authoritarian in the first decade of Whenty-first century
than it had been thirty years ago. (Alexander 2B1(Personalized
power was another character of the Ben Ali govemtm®imilar to
Bourguiba, in the Ben Ali period, a president waseyning, who
did not face any institutional constraint.

3-Widespread corruption: widespread corruption wagoubtedly
the most evident character of the Ben Ali governimerhe
American ambassador in Tunisia in 2006 reported thare than
half of Tunisia's commercial elites were personafliated to Ben
Ali through his three adult children, seven sibingnd second
wife's ten brothers and sisters. This network becdmown in
Tunisia as "the Family" (Anderson: 2011). Accordittg another
report, Ben Ali's extended family was often cited as tlexus of
Tunisian corruption. Often referred to as a quaafia an oblique
mention of "the Family" was enough to indicate whfamily you
meant. Ben Ali's wife and her extended family - fhrabelsis --
provoked the greatest ire from Tunisians. Alonghwiite numerous
allegations of Trabelsi corruption were often baabsut their lack
of education, low social status, and conspicuoussamption.
Beyond the stories of the First Family's shady idgal Tunisians
reported encountering low-level corruption as wellinteractions
with the police, customs, and a variety of governme
ministries.(wikileaks:2010)
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From the socio-economic perspectives, tremendoogr@ess has
been made in Tunisia after the independence. B d¢buntry, 95
percent of the population has access to potablervaaid electricity.
Enrolment in primary schools is very close to 1@dcent which
shows the advanced educational system. MoreoveR000, the
World Bank declared that Tunisia had sustainedbst economic
performance in the Middle East and North Africaioegsince the
late 1980s. (Alexander: 2010:85) The Tunisian regumder Ben
Ali, had privatized state enterprises, encourageéidgn investment,
created incentives to kick-start the private seaod cut subsidies
and state expenditures that previously consumedergawent
budgets. (Gause: 2011) Although the above-mentioefidms may
reveal a great picture in a brief overview, a maecurate
examination of the economic situation of Tunisiggests major
challenges. In fact, these measures exacerbatepiahies and
made life more difficult for the poor. In the Berli Aegime, due to
the absence of a system of checks and balancamraaoreforms
had gone to an elite few and ordinary citizens egimothing
(Dadush, Masood@Michele:2011). In practice, ecocamequality
was one of the most fundamental social and econoha@tienges in
Tunisia. Moreover, unemployment was another chgdem this
country. Unemployment rate in Tunisia continued hover
stubbornly around 14 percent. Although Tunisia magleat
investments in education, it could not provide isight number of
young people with the specific technical skillstteanployers need
in a rapidly changing economy. (Alexander :2010:8g)ldstone,
has argued that college enrollment has soared msiBuin recent
decades more than tripling, it would be difficuftnot impossible,
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for any government to create enough jobs to keege.pl fact,
Educated youth and workers in Tunisia have beetyiogrout local
protests and strikes for years to call attentiohighh unemployment,
low wages, police harassment, and state corrupfibis. time, their
protests combined and spread to other demograp{@cddstone:
2011) Generally speaking, the authoritarianismhef tegime along
with characteristics such as personalized powaty ghctatorship
and widespread corruption laid the ground for garees and
formation of multiple crises such as participati@nisis and
legitimacy crisis in Tunisia. Meanwhile, socio-eoamic advances
of Tunisia were affected by widespread corruptiond dack of
regulatory mechanisms which exacerbated class ialvisand
resource distribution crisis. Growth in populatiorand
unemployment, especially among university gradyatesrsened
the mentioned crises. In fact, the density of eribke legitimacy
crisis, identity crisis, participation crisis andsource distribution
crisis created explosive conditions in the Tunisgotiety and
alienated a range of social classes and groupadimg workers,
students and middle and low classes from the Bemneglme; thus,
the conditions of the country only required a ditdpark. In this
situation, Mohammad Buazizi's self-immolation actdé@ a spark
and triggered a revolution. The following pointse aworth
considering with regard to the model of Tunisiamotation and the
social forces participating in it: 1) The demaasbns in Tunisia
spiraled toward the capital from the neglected Iraraas, finding
common cause with a once powerful but much repdesaleor
movement.(Anderson :2011) 2) Since Tunisia's gtetenitiated
the wave of unrest in the Arab world, they were engpontaneous
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and less well organized than subsequent campaign®ther
nations.(lbid) Also, as protests extended, no pawenocial forces,
which could change the social balance, supported Ben Al
regime. 3) Political parties and charismatic leadéid not have
dominant roles in the Tunisian revolution and theotgst
movements practically had no leaders; in fact, efaemous parties
like Al-Nahda did not have an influential role img revolution due
to being severely oppressed during the Ben Aliqeeronly after the
fall of Ben Ali and return of Rashid Al-Ghannusiil-Nahda has
grown with astonishing speed (Lynch :2011) 4) Fittn political
sociology viewpoint, the youth who were sufferingorh
unemployment, corruption and despotism, and usedv ne
communication technologies had an influential rmlemanaging
and guiding the protests and practically triggetied revolution.
The joining of opposition parties which occurretetawas also a
result of the youth movement. However, oppositioartips
attempted to ride the waves of protests to ascendp Meanwhile,
the joining of syndicates and workers had a det@ngirole in
balancing the power in favor of revolutionaries) The Ben Al
regime mainly relied on police and security for@esl, with the
expansion of protests, the military, as an ingotytsided with the
protesters. George Gause has argued that highl $acrageneity
in Tunisia, which is overwhelmingly Sunni, and atbe existence
of professional army were the most important factxplaining the
political behavior of army. In Tunisia, army did tnact as the
personal instrument of the ruler. (Gause: 2011)
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In general, the Ben Ali regime lacked political itegacy due to
multiple crises; and various social forces like kers, students,
villagers and middle and low classes in major sjteho actually
constituted the whole nation of Tunisia, were agfaine regime and
no significant social force supported it. Foreigrutries also did
not have any benefits in supporting Ben Ali and epted the
transformations; it is worth mentioning that Tuaiglid not have
much strategic importance for the west comparel eountries like
Syria, Egypt and Bahrain and it was far away frdme tentral
interests of America and Britain in the Arab workinally, The
Tunisian army was unwilling to defend the regimel dine on its
own people. Considering the combination of the noaed factors,
early fall of the Ben Ali regime can be explained.

Egypt

There are considerable similarities between thelutons in Egypt
and Tunisia; first of all, the political regimes loth countries
before the revolutions were sultanistic regime.|fGmne: 2011) In
general, the most evident characteristics of Muban@gime which
created profound crises in Egypt were as follows:

1- Regime exhaustion and lack of circulation ofesli One of the
evident characteristics of Egyptian regime whiah tie the people’s
dissatisfaction was regime exhaustion and lack iafulation of
elites. Three unquestioned decades of Mubarakés calised many
people to consider him responsible for their proide and
sufferings. Many writers, whether prominent in le@dopposition
newspapers or anonymous in student magazines abessuntry,
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accused him of being the cause of ‘our backwardrmsg ‘the
protector of the powerful and corrupt’. Eighty twear old Mubarak
spent most of his time in Sharm Al-Sheikh which veagy from
polluted, crowded and arguably dangerous Cairoyvag a symbol
of aging and exhaustion and most people considaraednefficient
and energyless for solving the problems of theunty. (Osman
2010: 186-187)

2-Personalized power: personalized power was anctigacter of
Mubarak’s regime which became more evident oveetso that
gradually, all power was concentrated in Mubarakand and
political institutions including the institution dhe presidency had
no performance. Tarek Osman has argued that, bp@b6s, the
institution of the presidency, had long ceasedddas under Naser
and Sadat) a vibrant nerve centre of governandeofunotable
advisor’s and intellectuals, with links to mosttbé country’s think
thanks, and acting as a laboratory of ideas; idstdaecame a mere
administrative structure around the president. Tdikition could
have been welcomed had it been combined with agitiening of
democratically elected institutions and a new begametween
presidency and government. What happened in Eggbdéad was
that the (undemocratic) parliament, the governmend the
presidency had become varied representations ofptasident’s
will-executive bodies, rather than the pillars dbaanced political
system. (Ibid: 187-188)

3-Sham democracy and political suppression: Théigall system
of Egypt during Mubarak’s regime was sham democradye
facade of elections, a multi party political envineent and the
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existence of upper and lower houses of parliamdotved the
regime to claim progress and some political develept, and to
diffuse some of the masses’ anger. The sham demouwras never
a threat to the regime. (lbid: 190) In fact, thenpetitive nature of
electoral competition in Egypt was only a strategfy regime
maintenance. (Blaydes, 2011: 226) and authoritsnarcompletely
continued in this period so that the Mubarak’s megistrongly
suppressed any potential challenge. SuppressidPubfic unrest,
strict control of civic organizations and univeiest suppressive and
violent behavior against Kefaya movement, wide sarod Muslim
Brotherhood, and torturing and violating human tsghwere
common in Mubarak’s era. In addition, there wereloa of
discriminations against those parties which couddtipipated in
elections, and Mubarak’s National Democratic Pattyays won
the elections using different methods; for exampiesome cases,
the security services blocked opposition votersmfr@ntering
polling stations; in other cases, the switchingvofe counts and
stuffing of ballots occurred. (Ibid: 239). In heomprehensive
study, Blaydes has categorized the Mubarak’s recameng the
‘hegemonic party regimes with competitive elections these
regimes, although a degree of competition is péeahit and
different parties are active, the ruling party amawins the
elections by using various illegal methods. (IlA#80-214)

4-Widespread corruption: Undoubtedly, the most ewidfactor
which had an effective role in the formation ofeet protests was
widespread corruption within Mubarak and their teda elites.
Mubarak and his family reportedly built up a fortuof between
$40 billion and $70 billion, and 39 officials andginessmen close
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to Mubarak's son Gamal are alleged to have madaunkes
averaging more than $1 billion each.(Goldstone 1201

In addition to the political characteristics listabove, the socio-
economic situation of Egypt made the challengesha country
more complicated. The observers who investigat@ihksituation
of Egypt in recent years emphasized the institatiaation of
corruption, the frightening increase in the ratd ahange in type of
crime; a rooted disregard for human dignity; thecgat of society’s
values and behaviors; and shifts in society’s valystem,
particularly reflected in violent crimes perpetditby teachers,
students, businessmen and other members of mithle. {Osman
2010: 196-198) Meanwhile, the fast growth of pagioh in the
recent years was undoubtedly the most evident deapbig
development in Egypt which created massive unenmpéoy among
the youth especially university graduates who dwe poor
education, did not obtain the knowledge and exgpentequired to
secure job in private sectors. (lbid: 199) IryHg like in Tunisia,
the fast growth of population and the regime’s ficedncy in
providing necessary facilities created the potérfoa protest. It
must be noticed that educated youth and workersnide strikes
and demonstrations in previous years as well. Hewelike in
Tunisia, the Mubarak’s regime made some econonfarme such
as privatization, trade liberalization and encoeragnt of foreign
investment; but, these reforms were not effective w the absence
of a system of checks and balances, and their iteiefd gone to
an elite few and had not been seen by average ge@phdush,
Masood@Michele:2011)
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In general, regime exhaustion and lack of circalatof elites,
personalized power, political suppression and wickssd corruption
were the evident characteristics of the Mubarakimmegwhich
caused participation and legitimacy crises. Moreovbe fast
growth of population and massive unemployment aaflg@among
university graduates, low salaries, widespread ggyvemassive
class gap, deep social problems and governmenticieetcy in
solving objective problems led to widespread gnees among the
people. Lisa Anderson has noted that the goverrisndeteriorating
ability to provide basic services and seeming fedénce to
widespread unemployment and poverty alienateddénsllions of
Egyptians, a feeling that was exacerbated by gmwinspicuous
consumption among a business elite connected toaMkls son
Gamal.(Anderson :2011) In such a situation, theidian revolt
triggered protests in Egypt. There, independenbrlaénd civil
society organizations called for demonstration2bnlanuary. The
demonstrations were unprecedentedly widespreadtlaid range
and intensity gradually increased. From January K&wn as
“Friday of Wrath”, on which for the first time Mush Brotherhood
and Mohamed El| Baradei officially participated, tpelice and
security forces gradually lost their control oveai® and other
major cities like Alexandria and Suez; and the gomeent was
forced to bring the army into the cities in order d¢ontrol the
protests. The following points are worth considgnmth regard to
the protests in Egypt 1) In Egypt, urban and cosshtzm young
people in the major cities like Alexandria and Gairganized the
uprisings.(Anderson :2011) That's why, this movembkas been
called “youth movement”. However, the protests werdespread
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and various social classes, including workers, lamd middle
classes participated in the uprisings. Moreoverrisians were
present along with Muslims in Cairo and other siti¢ the country.
2) As the protests expanded, the police and sgdorites gradually
lost their control over major cities. In practiddinistry of Interior

made some efforts for mobilizing the proponentavafbarak but
these efforts failed. From the political sociologyewpoint,

Mubarak’'s regime could not overcome the crisis bycia

mobilization; this illustrated the regime’s fraglegitimacy, and the
comprehensiveness of social forces conflicting 3}. Egyptian

protests did not have any leadership. In this aguipblitical flows

and parties like Muslim Brotherhood did not havéuential roles

in the initial stages of protests and joined themthe following

stages; nevertheless, join of the political partiesl a noticeable
role in the expansion of the protests. 4) The Makar regime

mainly relied on police and security forces andhwhe expansion
of protests, the military, as an institution, sideih the protesters.
George Gause has argued that high social homogeneEgypt,

which is overwhelmingly Sunni, and also the existenof

professional army were the most determinant faagmaining the
political behavior of army. Like in Tunisia, armgdders in Egypt,
realized that their institutions could play an intpat role under
new regimes and thus were willing to risk usherog the old

guard. (Gause: 2011)

As far as the role of foreign players is concernib@, U.S. had
contradictory positions with regard to the Egyptisist The
extraordinary storm of events in Egypt posed skhgllenges to the
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Barack Obama administration, which faced a delital@ncing act
between demonstrating its commitment to a longeitan ally,

managing an inevitable transition in order to pcoteore interests,
and acting on its inherent sympathy with the valoégeaceful,
democratic protesters.(Lynch: Marc 2011) From tee/\beginning
days of the protests in Egypt, the U.S. attemptednaintain the
Mubarak’s regime by encouraging him to do reformaturally,

strategic considerations of America and its lomgategood

relationship with Egypt had an important role inopting such a
policy. Nevertheless, as the dimensions of protegigmnded, the
United State gradually sided with the protestessadl is another
regional actor which examination of its stancenmpaortant. Egypt
under Mubarak, was the most trusted Arab partndsraiel which
guaranteed the security of its southern borderréfbee, Israel was
profoundly concerned with regard to the transforoms in Egypt;

however, it did not have enough instruments fotugricing the
developments and preventing Mubarak’s fall. Saudabda and
some other conservative Arab regimes supported Rkbabut

these countries also lacked influential power irmte of Egypt
developments. In sum, foreign actors did not playnfluential role

in preventing the Egyptian revolution.

In general, the Mubarak’s regime lacked politieitimacy due to
multiple crises; and various social forces like kers, students,
villagers and middle and low classes in major sjteho actually
constituted the whole nation of Egypt, were agaihsetregime and
no significant social force supported it. Fromgglus viewpoint, it
must be noticed that Christians alongside Musliragigpated in
demonstrations. In addition, political elites angposition parties
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also quickly joined the uprisings. Moreover, as thmensions of
protests expanded, influential foreign countriespeeially the
United Stated accepted the transformations andadlicsupport the
Mubarak’s regime. Finally, The Egyptian army waswilimg to

defend the regime and fire on its own people. GQlsgig the
combination of the above- mentioned factors, edaly of the

Mubarak regime can be explained.

Bahrain

Generally speaking, the most important charactesisif Al-Khalifa
rule which have led to the people’'s dissatisfacti@are
authoritarianism and religious discrimination. Du® its
demographic structure, Bahrain has always beeortu#e of Shiite
resurrection. In this country, most of the people 3hiites, while
the ruling family is Sunni. Bahraini Shiites hawad sought an end
to religious-based discrimination in public-sectemployment,
particularly their wholesale exclusion from the ipe] the armed
forces, and the power ministries such as Defensiridor, and
Foreign Affairs. Shiites (as well as some Sunnejry the state’s
decade-old program of naturalizing Arab and nonbAgnnis for
work in the security services as tantamount to dgahic
engineering. Opposition figures in both religiousnumunities
complain that the country’'s parliamentary districtare
gerrymandered around ethnic lines to limit the uafice of Al-
Wifag and secular Sunni societies. In fact, Thehauities has
enjoyed a manufactured pro-government majorityarigment and
a ready-made force of largely non-Bahraini servieemwith
loyalties to none but the state.(Gengler :2011) daneral,
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sectarianism and discrimination against the Shitage been the
most evident characteristics of AL-Khalifa regim&ccordingly,

Shia demands have always been the main politicpecsin

Bahrain. As far as the political regime of Bahrarconcerned, the
regime is apparently a constitutional monarchy. gkding to

Bahrain’s constitution, the three branches arepeddent and the
system of supervision of the King of Bahrain andhlas the right
for appointing and dismissing all the country atils. In this

country, political freedom is limited and the clage between
nation and government is massive. It must be ndtad the AL-

Khalifa regime has not implemented political refgsrmromised
from 2001. In fact, in such a condition that mastd studies have
indicated that the majority of people including I8 and Sunnis
are asking for the expansion of Parliamentary deawnyc and
political freedom, the regime has not taken sigalffit steps for
actual political reforms during 1990s and 2000s apgpressive
measures has continued for example, In the rureygatliamentary
elections in 2010, the regime arrested 23 opposieaders and
hundreds of activists, and charged them with sudmes as
terrorism and conspiracy to overthrow the governn(€noley,

Nexon :2011; Gengler :2011) In general, repressiiggidents,
limiting freedom of expression, Oligarchic govermtfieand the
wide gap between nation and government have beenmibst
evident characteristics of the Al-Khalifa regimeigihhave led to
the dissatisfaction of various social groups in aah

From socio-economic perspectives, the high shaml oévenues in
the Bahrain’s economy should be considered. Otlagomeconomic
activities are production of aluminum - Bahrainé&cand biggest
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export after oil - finance, and construction. Mareg Bahrain has
the freest economy in the Middle East and Northicafrregion.
(CIA world Factbook). Nevertheless, unfair disttibn of wealth
and wide class division are other aspects of Batw@&conomy. In
this country, wealth has been concentrated in dlgnaup while
half of Bahraini citizens are suffering from poweand poor living
standard. A survey conducted by Bahrain Monetargnsy found
that while the poverty rate is increasing, there &200 wealthy
people in Bahrain. The survey showed that the aecrealth of
each of them reaches US$4.2 millions, which is abdke
international average of wealthy people of US$3.dlians.
(http://www.bahrainrights.org/node/199) Another IBCONIC
challenge of Bahrain is unemployment, especiallypmgnthe Shia
youth. The vast majority of Shiites face higher mpoyment at a
time when non-Bahrainis are given legal residemty employment
with good salaries and housing benefits. It is nooynmon for
Bahraini Shi'a to see this citizenship program asneaans of
changing the demographic composition of the popriah favor of
the ruling elite. (Wright: 2008: 9)

In general, the lack of political reforms and thaposition of
discrimination against Shiites, combined with sest@nomic
problems, laid the ground for widespread dissatigfa among
Bahraini people, especially the Shiites. The Regeatests began
on February 14, 2011, when the people were inspbgdthe
demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt and gatheredpéarl
roundabout, in Manama. The upheaval began as dalentprotest
by a diverse coalition, and the protestors includhnis and
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Shiites and there were various political and ietlial spectrums
among them. The main demands of protestors wergcpbreform
and an end to social and economic inequalitiesa{€tJIrichsen
:2011) These protests were a reaction to the lapbldical reforms
and religious discriminations against the Shiites.response to
these protests, the regime attempted to frame tldegis as
Sectarian, and suppress them using Saudi forcesM@uch 15,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates interdenader the
auspices of the Gulf Cooperation Council, deployln@00 troops,
500 security personnel, and more than 100 armoeducles to
guash the demonstrations. The king declared a-thmegh state of
emergency and imposed martial law. (Cooley,Nexodl1® In
addition, the king of Bahrain followed the lead ofther Gulf
Cooperation Council countries and offered opponéatsl would-
be opponents) one thing: money. Shortly after thgebof protests,
the government announced generous social welfarekagas
including increased salaries and benefits, coditviofg stipends,
and plans for new subsidized housing. The GCC éweked in a
$10 billion aid package of its own, dubbed a “Guirshall Plan”
for Bahrain. But this overt attempt at politicalyboff only enraged
protesters further. As aptly summarized by Ebral8harif, the
imprisoned head of Wa'ad, a now-dissolved seculalitigal
society, “This is about dignity and freedom -- itist about filling
our stomachs.”(Gengler: 2011) Nevertheless, aftarergency
situation ended and heavy judicial sentences wasequl against the
protesters and opposition leaders, political pteteontinued in
Bahrain. The following points are worth consideriMith regard to
the uprisings in Bahrain: 1) At first, various commmities including
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Shiite and Sunni Muslims and secular and religiagreups
demonstrated and the most important demands werengke
democratic reforms and remove religious discrimoret
Nevertheless, the regime and Arab media made eaill #iforts to
portray that the uprising was a Shia movement fespby Iran;
these efforts widened the gap between Sunnis anitessh
participating in the uprising and made the situasaoitable for the
suppression of the movement. Moreover, the genessal
welfare packages gradually attracted some soamipg. As a result
of these efforts, some social groups, especialijes&unnis have
distanced themselves from the uprising. 2) Amongartant
political parties in Bahrain, there were two diffat perspectives
toward the regime; on the one hand, some parties Alwefaq
wanted a constitutional monarchy and, on the otkeme parties
like Hagh Movement wanted the formation of a Remubystem.
This was one of the challenges of opposition granpBahrain. 3)
As it has been noted before, Bahrain is a dividazesy in which a
sectarian regime rules. In this country, The Armmd asecurity
forces which represent the minority Sunni sectehi@av backed the
regime and there has not been any sign of disobegli®m the armed
forces.(Gause :2011)

As far as the foreign relations of Bahrain are ewsned, special
relationships with Saudi Arabia and America shdauddconsidered.
Al-Khalifa family is originally from the tribes limg in the land of
Najd, in Saudi Arabia, and the family relationsbgtween Al-Saud
and Al-Khalifa has developed the ties between Whe tountries.
Moreover, Saudi Arabia is the cradle of Sunni Islamd is
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profoundly concerned about the expansion of Shp@ser in the
Middle East. Therefore, The prospect that the Sammarch might
be overthrown by or cede significant power to haion’s long-
oppressed Shia majority triggers the worst of Sdedis. (Lynch:
Marc 2011) Riyadh also is deeply concerned abauekpansion of
Iran’s influence in the Middle East which could bealized by
Bahrain's Shiite majority population taking powarthis country.
Shia success in Bahrain might also inspire the iS&hh minority
(Lynch: Marc 2011) which are living under oppressiand
discrimination. In addition, any expansion of demswy is
considered a threat by Saudi Arabia, so the prosgerdemocratic
Bahrain in its neighborhood would be unbearablecoiding to the
mentioned factors, maintaining the regime in Bahtzas been the
strategic priority for Saudi Arabia. With regardttee foreign policy
stance of the United States, it should be consitigrat Bahrain has
a strategic importance for America. “The U.S. Nawifth Fleet --
which brings with it several thousand onshore pamsb and
dependents, about 30 warships, and roughly 30,80frs -- has its
headquarters in Juffair, a suburb of Bahrain'staggylanama. The
Fifth Fleet patrols the Arabian Sea, the Red Seawestern part of
the Indian Ocean, and the Persian Gulf, ensuriag $ea-lanes
remain open, protecting the flow of oil, conductiagti-piracy
operations, and acting as a check against Iraglsral influence.
Bahrain also hosts the United States’ Naval ForCemtral
Command (NAVCENT) -- the maritime component to theS.
Central Command -- and offers U.S. forces the IgaBase and
space at Bahrain International Airport”. (Cooleyxde :2011)
Meanwhile, the United States has had serious dawilitsregard to
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the political outcomes of the fall of the regimensumlering the

spiritual influence of Iran among Bahrain Shiitdgcordingly, the

United States stands mostly silent as Saudi trpapsiown popular
protests against the ruling al-Khalifa family. (C&y Nexon: 2011)

In fact, the policy makers of the United Statesehamce more opted
for its strategic interests rather than democnaticies. Meanwhile,
Iran has spiritually supported the protests in Bahrnevertheless,
it has not taken any significant measures to chahgesituation in

Bahrain.

In general, although the regime of Bahrain hasdazdegitimacy
crisis, due to the lack of political reforms, theposition of

discrimination against Shiites, and socio-econopnablems which
have alienated various communities including Shated Sunni
Muslims and secular and religious groups leadirggntho unite in

the protests in the early days, the government fremed the
protests as a Sectarian movement inspired by NMaweover, the
regime has won the support of some social groujpsi¢in generous
social welfare packages. As a result of these tsffaome social
groups, especially some Sunnis have distanced #ieassfrom the
uprising. However, the factors which have been nuestisive in

ensuring the survival of the Al-Khalifa regime ahe loyalty of the
army which has a close relationship with the rulatgss, and the
intervention of Saudi Arabia with the implied apypab of the

United States.
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Libya

Over forty years ago, Muammar al Qadhafi had ledvalt against
the Libyan monarchy in the name of nationalism, f-sel
determination, and popular sovereignty. After teeent revolution
in Tunisia, opposition groups citing the same pples revolted
against Qadhafi to bring an end to the authoritapalitical system
he had controlled in Libya for more than four dezm(Blancherd
:2011) In general, the most evident characterigifcthe Qadhafi’'s
regime were as follows:
1- Reliance on tribal and kinship networks and ladkmodern
institutions: Tribal values and local loyalties kaalways been
influential in Libya. The Gaddafi’'s regime was alsased on these
complex relationships. Lisa Anderson argued thatyhéreas
demonstrators in Tunis and Cairo successfully augteir former
rulers, Tripoli collapsed into a protracted civilam Its sustained
fighting resulted from Libyan leader Muammar al-Qafifs four-
decade-long effort to consolidate his power and byl patronage to
kin and clan. Years of artificially induced scaycih everything
from simple consumer goods to basic medical careemged
widespread corruption and the capricious cruelty Qdddafi's
regime produced widespread and deep-seated suspidioyans'
trust in their government and in one another, attpdad they took
refuge in the solace of tribe and family. Libyancisty was
fractured, and every national institution, incluglithe military, was
divided by the cleavages of kinship and region. dkgposed to
Tunisia and Egypt, Libya did not have system oftpall alliances,
network of economic associations, or national oigions of any
kind. Thus, what seemed to begin as nonviolentegtstsimilar to
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those staged in Tunisia and Egypt soon becamel-antadecession
- or multiple separate secessions- from a failatesin the absence
of any public-sector bureaucracy, including a t#éapolice force,
kin networks provided safety and security as welhecess to goods
and services. It was along such networks that Llibgaciety
fractured when the regime's capacity to divide amé began to
unravel at the beginning of the protests” (Andersiil)

2- Authoritarianism and political suppression: Muaar al-Qaddafi
argued that Libya was the only democracy in theldvand other
political systems were dictatorship. But in reaglitys personalist
regime lasted for more than four decades. In Libyder Qaddafi,
any opposition was suppressed ruthlessly, and roamprotesters
including Islamists were massacred during 1990s 20@0s. In
addition to the mentioned characteristics, widesgreorruption
was another evident character of Qaddafi’'s reginee tisat,
according to corruption perceptions index 2010, theel of
corruption in Libya was more than that of all coted examined in
this paper. (www.transparency.org/policy-researatsys-
indices/2010. However, it must be considered that Libya's $mal
population and enormous oil revenues caused thimitop to be
much better than countries like Egypt, Yemen andaSy terms of
economic welfare. Libya under Qaddafi, was amdregwealthiest
countries in the Arab world and had one of the éggjhannual
revenues in Africa. Moreover, during the 1980s, ehugrestments
in social fields were made in this country. Howe\these facts did
not mean that there were not any economic problémfact, high
unemployment rate and unfair distribution of wealtbre the most
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evident crises in the economy of Libya. Accordingg $some
estimates, unemployment rate was about 21 peraen2009.
(http://af.reuters.com/article/investingNews/idAFEE2106820090
302).

The following points are worth considering with aed to the
protests in Libya: 1) the protests started from éastern parts of
the country which got out of the control of the @afifs regime
very fast. However, there was considerable resistamthe western
parts of the country on the part of Qaddafi andpneponents. Had
NATO not intervened, the revolutionaries probablpwd never
have succeeded in conquering the whole countrys iEsue reveals
the importance of local identities in Libya. 2) Timedel of protests
in Libya rapidly transformed to civil war so thdiet developments
of this country cannot be categorized as a modewolution. In
fact, among the recent revolts of the Arab wortdy tibyan case
was the least modern one (Anderson: 2011). Heagpwes used
by the both parties of the conflict, and conquertiges after
NATO’s severe bombarding and bloody conflicts, m#kis issue
more visible. 3) In Libya, kin networks and tribghps had a
significant role; when the protests started andrédgime’'s capacity
to divide and rule began to unravel, the Libyanietycfractured
along the above-mentioned lines. Armed forces algere
fragmented based on these cleavages so that sategaimed the
opponents and some remained loyal to Qaddafi.ilglan uprising
was neither a liberal-democratic revolution norastpmodern one;
rather than, it was the appearance of traditionehvages in a
society in which national identity, and efficienbwgernmental-
administrative system have not been formed; acoglygi as Lisa
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Anderson has argued, Libya confronts the complexitot of
democratization but of state formation. It will det® construct a
coherent national identity and public administmatiqgAnderson:
2011)

In terms of foreign reactions, in practice, no doyrsupported
Qaddafi and, as conflicts expanded in the coul&TO headed by
the U.S. started to bombard Gaddafi’'s positions smgplied the
opponents with ammunition and also imposed no-flgne over
Libya. Meanwhile, it must be noted that the Qaddafegime
lacked the support of any regional power or thatRofssia and
China in Security Council; and attacking that wdswa-risk option
which would not cause any losses. In such a camjiittacking the
Qaddafi’s regime could restore America’s internagioprestige.

In general, the authoritarianism of the regime aumdistribution of
power and wealth, widespread corruption, along thth existence
of local loyalties and tribal cleavages in Libyawded high protest
potential against Qaddafi, especially in the eastearts of the
country. Meanwhile, the lack of modern institutioasd civil

society increased the role of tribal and local ésren Libya. As
protests started, Libyan society and armed forcastured along
kinship networks and tribal cleavages. Qaddafigime had a
social base among local and tribal forces in theterae part of the
country, while the eastern parts were rapidly ggttout of its
control; accordingly, the country moved towardsoag-term civil

war which was only ended with the decisive inteti@mof NATO.
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Y emen

The Republic of Yemen was formed in 1990 throughuhification
of the Arab Republic of Yemen and People’s Demacriaepublic
of Yemen and from then until 2011, Ali Abdullah 8alruled in this
country. In general, the most evident charactedastf politics in
Yemen after merging which laid the ground for 2Qddrisings
included:

1- Authoritarianism based on “hegemonic party regimThe
regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh can be categorized aghtnegemonic
party regimes with competitive elections’. Lisa Blas has argued
that the authoritarian system of Yemen under Sakdembled that
of Egypt under Mubarak in a number of important svajhe state
was closely associated with the ruling party. Rargntary elections
in both countries were highly competitive. Althougtolations of
electoral laws were common in Egypt and Yemen, rdgmes
relied less on direct cheating and more on othpedyof political
manipulation. Money and promised patronage werenoftecisive
in Yemeni electoral outcomes, and a similar dynamwas described
in Egypt. (Blaydes 2011:218)

2- Reliance on tribal and kinship networks: Yemgm ifragmented
society in which various tribal and religious dustiions exist.
Tribal values along with regional and sectarianaltgs have
always been significant in this country. It hasbeaid that most
people in Yemen identify themselves by the tridesytbelong to.
Accordingly, national identity and social cohesiare very weak.
Lack of fair distribution of wealth and power amoradigious and
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tribal groups has also aggravated the mentionedlsoeavages.
The regime of Ali Abdullah Saleh was based on thesmplex
relationships and always attempted to continueuits by the policy
of “divide and rule (Schmitz: 2011)

3- Widespread corruption: In the conditions that Yenvess the
poorest country in the Middle East, there was massbrruption
there among the elites. Yemen under Saleh wasigimothy where
a class of elites - increasingly Northerners witlsibess interests-
competed for economic wealth and political powdre Bystem was
as something between kleptocracy and plutocracgrevbccupants
of key government offices enriched themselves, gustheir
positions as profit centers. There was a commooeption that the
president stole and “he allowed others to stealsSible measures of
elite corruption included the growing number of rignd vehicles
and villas around the capital. Corruption allowetcare group of
elites” to grow wealthy while leaving the majorif Yemenis
marginalized and discontented. (Blaydes 2011:218).2According
to corruption perceptions index 2010, Yemen waslgigorrupt
and ranked 146 out of 178 countries.

(http://www.transparency.org/policy research/susveydices/cpi/2
010/results) Meanwhile, Southern secessionists,thilonovement
and Al-Qaeda's influence added to the complexity pofitical
situation in this country.

In terms of socio-economic situations, Yemen was poorest
country in the Middle East region with at least p8rcent of
children undernourished. Studies also suggestedWbmen’s 3.2
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percent annual population growth rate was overwhmgnthe
country’s limited human, state and natural resair¢Blumi 2011
:1) Unemployment, especially among the youth, wastleer crisis
in Yemen. High population growth on the one handl dhe
government’s failure to create jobs on the othdrtte a very high
rate of unemployment in this country. According @A world
Factbook 2010, unemployment rate in Yemen was 3&epé (CIA
world Factbook 2010). In terms of educational iatlics, Yemen
was in a dreadful situation so that, more than &c¢ent of Yemenis
were completely illiterate.(Human Development Re@@ixl1 :160)
In this country, most people lived in villages amdentified
themselves by the tribes they belonged to. Thigasdn was
completely different from that in countries like rfiisia and Egypt.
In general, widespread corruption and Oligarchyureabf Saleh’s
regime along with the characteristics of party eysin this country
laid the ground for grievances of opposition paraad caused deep
legitimacy crisis there. Massive poverty, widesprea
unemployment, lack of fair distribution of wealthnd resource
crisis exacerbated the Yemen'’s problems and lddgitimacy and
efficiency crises there; accordingly, a range ofigoclasses and
groups were alienated from the regime. In suchuason, the wave
of the revolutions in the Arab world triggered fhr®tests in Yemen
and people held massive demonstrations in big sguaf Yemen
cities such as Sanaa similar to the ones held yptEd/ain social
forces which protested against the regime includedient and
youth movement, Houthis, Southern people and Al-Ahm
influential family. Undoubtedly, students and youttho were
mostly independent from political parties playesignificant role in
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the uprisings. The following points are worth caesation with

regard to the model of the revolution and involsedial forces: 1)
various social forces including students and yoalkbing with tribes
participated in the revolts. However, consideritg ttribal and
sectarian structure of Yemen, it seemed that migisects and
tribes played a more determining role in this counthe presence
of different flows including Houthis influenced byan, Salafis
inspired by Saudi Arabia, Southern secessionisig] &nally

independent students and youth who have differesrhashds,
demonstrates a complicated picture with regardhi@ political

sphere of Yemen. 2) Considering the illiteracynany people,
tribal identities and sectarian and religious céegs in Yemen,
there were considerable differences between therexre of this
country and that of Tunisia and Egypt. Accordinglgnsition to

democracy in Yemen is difficult and uncertain ahd éxpansion of
chaos is probable. 3) The reaction of the militaryhe protests was
complex. In this country like in Libya, the militarlacked

institutionalization. Yemenis soldiers received ithpay directly

from division commanders rather than from the @rgovernment.
This created opportunities for corruption and daddloyalties.

(M.Sharp:2012:2) Accordingly, units led by theemd' families

supported the regime, while other units defecteth&éopposition,
stayed on the sidelines, or just gone home. (G&G&EL) In fact,

like Libya, the military was divided by the cleaeasgof kinship and
region.

As far as the reaction of foreign players is conedr Saudi Arabia
has always played an interventionist role in Yeraad considered
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this country as its back yard. Most of people imméa, regardless
of political orientation, region of origins or saticlass, believe that
Saudi Arabia plays a significant role in destamiligtheir country.
Expansionist by nature, house of Saud is notormm®ng many
Yemenis for its long history of instigating and hexploiting local
conflicts, and there is plenty of evidence to suppoch an analysis.
(Blumi 2011:147) The foreign policy orientations $&udi Arabia
against the recent revolution of Yemen included: 1) preventing
democracy and trying to manage and control devedopsn 2)
Maintaining the structure of the government anéhtyjto empower
dependent groups, 3) Decreasing the influence aitticShiites
which are spiritually close to Iran. Saudi Arabastused financial
support of some parties and tribes along with daialic activities in
order to achieve these objectives. Accordingly, Ahdullah Saleh
and opposition parties signed on an agreement @ogpto which,
Yemen held a presidential election with one consersndidate on
the ballot- former Vice President Mansour al-Hathe U.S. is
another player which has had a determining rolehi political
outcomes of the recent revolts in the Arab worlte Tollowing
points can be referred to with regard to the fargiglicy stance of
America in Yemen during the upheavals: 1) combat&mgorism:
Obama administration increased the intensity ofndrattacks
against possible terrorist centers during the uydlea This meant
that the main concern of America was to destroyftudities of
terrorist groups 2) Political assignment to Saudalda: Obama
took himself away from playing a serious role ire tpolitical
process of Yemen and, in comparison with Egypt &ilaya,
demonstrated the least mobility and put the maspaasibility on
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the shoulders of Saudi Arabia. Two reasons can betioned in

this regard: The first is that Arab countries am aof equivalent
worth for America and the U.S does not have enatayiacity for

dealing with all of them simultaneously. The secoedson is the
strategic importance of Yemen for Saudi Arabia.aAslose ally of
the US in the region, Riyadh expects that its egiat concerns be
respected by the US. It must also be noted thatJtBe is generally
satisfied with the foreign policy stance adoptedSaudi Arabia in

Yemen.

In general, although the regime of Ali Abdullah &allacked
political legitimacy due to multiple crises; andieais social forces
including influential tribes, youth, and politicphrties along with
Houthis and southerners were alienated from thenegnd held
widespread demonstrations, the tribal structur€evhen meant the
regime had continued support from some groups aibést In

addition, the support of some parts of the militaych as the
presidential guard and the strategic interventibrSaudi Arabia
along with the foreign policy stance of the U.Sntributed to the
survival of the regime. However, Saudi Arabia fipaimposed the
Gulf Cooperation Council plan in this country. ind with the plan,
Yemen held a presidential election with one consersndidate on
the ballot; and Ali Abdullah Saleh received blankemunity and

resigned.
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Syria

In general, the most evident characteristics ofpihiéical regime in
Syria which have led to dissatisfaction among tleepbe during
both Hafez and Bashar Al-Assad period have bedollasvs:

1. Authoritarianism based on single-party regime: Assad’s
regime in Syria could be categorized among “singgety regimes
with limited competition” similar to Saddam and BAah regimes.
These regimes are more closed than ‘hegemonic pagtsnes with
competitive elections’. (Blaydes 2011 :229-231)Syria, the main
power of the country has been in the hands of tetlBparty which
has been leading the National Progressive Frorfadh the regime
of Syria has acted like a military regime in whadhsolute authority
has been in the hands of the president. In Syr&xethas been no
real oppositions which could challenge the poweBahth party.
Moreover, severe suppression of political dissislentidespread
violation of human rights and lack of freedom opesssion have
been other aspects of politics which have causeg dgievances
among people. However, after the uprisings in 2@4 regime has
claimed to make some political reforms for exam@eme
opposition groups have been allowed to participatpolitics and
constitutional reforms have been enacted. Neversseimost of the
opposition groups believe that these reforms aperéigial and the
authoritarianism of the regime has continued.

2. Sectarianism: Undoubtedly, the most evidentatttaristic of the
regime has been sectarianism. In the conditionghith Sunnis
have constituted more than 70 percent of populaiwh Alawis are
less than 15 percent, the backbone of Assad’s esgespecially
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security and intelligence organizations are in hlaaeds of Alawis.
One often-cited statistic is that, at the time @ffét-Assad’s death
in 2000, Alawis held 90 percent of the top postamiitary and
security sectors. (Blaydes 2011:229) This has maderofound
sectarian cleavage in Syria so that Dekmejian hgigea that Sunni
protest movement against the Alawite-dominated megiis the
peculiar character of Islamic fundamentalism in
Syria.(Dekmejian:1995 :106) Nevertheless, besidiesvApolitical
elites, there are a number of privileged familiedhwlose ties to the
regime. Many of these families hail from the Sum@rchant class,
which is closely tied to Alawi centers of powersaiBlaydes has
summarized that although Sunnis are well presentedthe
legislature and cabinet; informal power and assedidinancial
resources, however, are dominated by Alawis whoe hawvjoyed
privileged access to patronage. (Blaydes 2011:29-@idespread
corruption and secularism are other aspects ofigoln Syria under
Bashar -Assad. According to corruption perceptiordex, Syria
has been one of the most corrupt countries in ttadb Avorld. The
prevalence of corruption at different levels hasrbe such a way
that, during the recent protest movement, elimamabtf corruption
has been one of the demands of the protesterslaBisouin Syria
has been another character which has had diffe@mequences.
On the one hand, it has attracted minorities awcdlae groups and
on the other hand, has alienated Islamists.

As far as social conditions are concerned, the mogtortant
characteristic of Syrian society is its low soc@hesion and
existence of various religious and ethnic sectsthis country,
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national identity is weak while local and sectariayalties are
strong. These factors have also caused those il sectarian
aspects to play significant roles in the recentgsts in Syria. In
terms of economy, unemployment rate and wealth bape
continuously increased in recent years and unempdoy has risen
to an estimated 20-25 percent. Moreover, like iniia and Egypt,
privatization policies, while detrimental to theda majority, have
mainly benefited a few individuals close to theimeg It must also
be noted that many in the middle class have beamyheushed
towards the poverty line because their incomes hatekept up
with inflation that reached 17 percent in 2008.v(lRe 2011) In
general, the authoritarianism and sectarianismhefregime along
with economic crises like unemployment, class dwis and
widespread corruption have led to dissatisfactionorrg many
people in Syria. The following points are worth swiering with
regard to the protests in Syria: 1) At first, Tgretests were mainly
spontaneous and it seemed that there were no dmgro
organizations or identified leaders atied opposition’s ideological
focus was unclear, beyond slogans calling for amh tencorruption
and repression.(Ruthven:201Nevertheless, the role of political
organizations and even foreign countries has gitpduereased so
that they are now playing influential roles in gagl the uprisings.
It must also be noted that both pro-democracy ggaum Islamists
have been active in protests, however, that theegt® started from
mosques, the greatest demonstrations were heltias ltke Hamah
and Deraa which have traditionally been the centdrsSunni
Islamists, and considering that the Sunni Islamugee traditionally
the most important challengers of Assad’s reginiengthen this
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speculation that Sunni fundamentalists have haetarihining role
in these protests. 2) The centers of protests amgimal and less
populated areas and in major cities, like Damasou$ Aleppo,

there have not been widespread demonstrations.e8pif@ severe
violence, the military has generally supported ribgime and there
has no sign of a massive division within the miltalro understand
this stance, social and military structures of &yshould be
considered. In Syria like in Bahrain, there is Isecial homogeneity
and the army has organic ties with the regime. Adawave

constituted the backbone of the regime and holdst mbthe top
posts in military and security sectors. Any fundataé change in
political regime may decline their positions. Howgvsome of the
low-ranking soldiers and officers who are mostlynis have
defected the army, but their defections could ravhper the ability
of army to suppress the protests. 4) In contrastdst of the crisis-
stricken countries, considerable violence has besed by the
protesters. This phenomenon can be explained bsgidenng the
historical background, especially Hamah bloody seggion in

1982. The Hamah massacre had contradicted effentdhe one
hand, it frightened oppositions in such a way ttiety did not

protest until 2011, and on the other hand, it madeontinuous
demand for revenge which explained the implemeamatof

violence by opposition groups. 5) The regime ofsas has a
considerable social base. In fact, a great numbpeaple in Syria,
especially in major cities like Damascus and Alegppgwave

demonstrated in support of Assad several timeshinregard, the
support of Alawis, Christians and other minoritigsich have been
protected in the secular regime of Assad shoulddmsidered. Fear



39/ Political Studies of Islamic World

of Sunni fundamentalism and violation of rightsmihorities have
encouraged them to support Assad. Moreover, somdaseSunnis
have supported Assad since their economic interest® been
linked to the regime and they have been terrifieg the
empowerment of Salafis. Finally, many of Syriamagy think that
there is no better alternative to the current regand they cannot
accept their country becoming another Iraq -- mteof security --
or another Saudi Arabia -- in terms of religiouer{Akl: 2011)

As far as the role of foreign countries is concdrrtbey have not
been able to play any determining role in the dgwelents of Syria.
Although America has talked about the end of thgtilmacy of

Bashar Assad, it has not taken any influential messagainst the
regime so that many of western experts have acc@eaima
administration of inaction against Syria. It's viodonsidering that
Syria, In contrast to Libya, has a powerful regioally, namely

Iran, which supports it both politically and ecornioatly. Moreover,

China and Russia have considerably resisted agiesAmerican
plans in Security Council. Meanwhile, the stancdsohel seems to
be more complicated. Israel believes that inteurakest in Syria
may weaken the Iran-led axis of resistance; howetrere is a
concern that the expansion of insecurity may dyeeffect its

national security. This issue becomes more evid¢hé security of
Israel-Syria borders during Assad regime is comeile
Additionally, Israeli leaders wonder what the alegive to Assad
might be. (Rabinovich: 2011) In sum, the interesfsforeign

countries in the developments of Syria are in @uhttion and
foreigners have not been able to play a determinabg, like the

ones they played in Bahrain and Libya.
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In general, although the regime of Syria hasdadeep economic
and political crises due to its non-democratic cttree, lack of

political reforms, widespread corruption and clatgisions, the

recent revolt has not been a widespread movemenmhich a range
of groups and communities have participated. Adogtg, the

regime still has a degree of legitimacy and a d$otiase.

Additionally, opposition groups are divided and ythéave

contrasting perspectives on dialogue with the regand foreign
intervention. Most importantly, the military is Istioyal to the

regime and there is no sign of a massive divisighivthe military.

Finally, although some countries have backed efftwtoverthrow
the Assad’s regime, it still has powerful internatll and regional
allies which support it both politically and milityy. In sum,

foreign countries have not been able to play ardetant role in

Syria due to their conflicting interests.

Conclusion

Thus far, recent protests in the Arab world hawt te different
political outcomes. The leaders of Egypt and Tansirrendered
rapidly, while the government of Libya collapsedeafmonths of
resistance; In Yemen, opposition parties and Aldélah Saleh
agreed to make only superficial changes, after khiSaleh
resigned; In Bahrain and Syria, the regimes havewsh
considerable resistance, and protest movements ri@vieeen able
to overthrow the rulers. This paper has explores rdasons for
different political outcomes of protests in the Bnaorld using the
Goldstone theory of revolutions. According to Gotihe’s theory,
for explaining the success or failure of revolusiprihe political
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legitimacy of governments, the level of mobilizatiof anti-regime
movements and, the responses of national militareesd
international powers are examined. In Tunisia agypE where the
rulers surrendered rapidly, the regimes lackedtiltegcy due to
multiple socio-political crises and very broad, tralass alliances
were formed so that it could be said that the $du#se of the
regimes were very narrow. Moreover, as protestareded in scope,
the militaries in both countries did not back tegimes, and neither
did international powers. In Bahrain, although teégime has faced
a legitimacy crisis, due to the lack of politicagéfarms, the
imposition of discrimination against Shiites, anacis-economic
problems and various communities including Shiited aSunni
Muslims were alienated from it, the government hasned the
protests as a Sectarian movement inspired by Mameover, the
regime has won the support of some social groupsi¢/ih generous
social welfare packages. As a result of these tsffmome social
groups, especially some Sunnis have distanced tieessfrom the
uprising. However, the factors which have been naestisive in
ensuring the continuation of the Al-Khalifa regiaue the loyalty of
army which has a close relationship with the rulatgss, and the
intervention of Saudi Arabia with the implied appab of the
United States. In Libya, the authoritarianism of tiegime, unfair
distribution of power and wealth, widespread cotinrp along with
the existence of local loyalties and tribal cleasgrovided high
protest potential against Qaddafi, especially | #astern parts of
the country. Meanwhile, the lack of modern instdnos and civil
society increased the role of tribal and local ésren this country.
As protests started, Libyan society and armed fofiaetured along
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kinship networks and tribal cleavages. Qaddafiggme had a social
base among local and tribal forces in the westarhqgd the country,
while the eastern parts were rapidly getting outitef control;
accordingly, the country moved towards a long-teivil war which
was only ended with the decisive intervention of A In Yemen,
although the regime lacked political legitimacy dtee multiple
crises; and various social forces including infligntribes, youth,
and political parties along with Houthis and soutlees were
alienated from the regime and held widespread dstrations, the
tribal structure of Yemen meant the regime hadiooed support
from some groups and tribes. In addition, the suppiosome parts
of the military such as the presidential guard dhd strategic
intervention of Saudi Arabia along with the foreigalicy stance of
the U.S. contributed to the survival of the reginie. Syria,
although the regime has faced deep economic atiit@locrises
due to its non-democratic structure, lack of poditi reforms,
widespread corruption and class divisions, thenmeoevolt has not
been a widespread movement in which a range ofpgrand
communities have participated, and the regime Istif a degree of
legitimacy and a social base. Most importantly, thiétary is still
loyal to the regime and there is no sign of a nvasdivision within
the military. Finally, although some countries hinaeked efforts to
overthrow the regime, it still has powerful intetinaal and regional
allies which support it both politically and militey. However if the
regime does not implement real political reformise tviolence
continues, and comprehensive sanctions are impleahdsy Arab
and Western countries , it is probable that thatined legitimacy
and social base of support for the regime will checnd even the
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foreign actors currently supporting it will rededitheir policies. In
these conditions, the fall of Assad is probable.
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