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Extended Abstract:

With changes in the field of second language learning, there is a growing interest in
motivational research related to second and foreign language classes. Despite the
importance of motivation in language learning, no scientific research has been conducted
to investigate the factors affecting Persian language learning motivation (as a foreign /
second language) among non-Iranian Persian learners. In this study, first on the base of
Dornyei's (2005) self-motivational systems model, and Gardner and Lambert's (1972),
Clement's (1980), Taguchi's (2010), Papi's (2010), and Magid's (2011) studies
aroundMotivation of the learners, a 16-factor questionnaire including 92 items was
prepared for the students. The 16 factors or constructs that were assessed in the Persian
Learning Motivation Questionnaire are: Criterion measure, Ideal L2 self, Ought-to L2
self, Second language learning experience, Family influence, Instrumentality-
promotion, Instrumentality-prevention, Attitudes to L2 community, Cultural interest,
Integrativeness, Linguistic self-confidence, Travel orientation, Fear of assimilation,
Persian anxiety, Ethnocentrism, Interest in the Persian language. In other words, the
main framework of this questionnaire was designed based on Dornyei model (Dérnyei,
2005), which is one of the newest research achievements in second language motivation
and has theoretically strong support, and thus provides strong support for the tool
designed in the present study. Then, in order to validate the questionnaire, 300 Farsi
learners from Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Imam Khomeini International
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University in Qazvin, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, were asked to answer the
designed questionnaire. The sampling method in this study was also randomized.These
Farsi students of different nationalities, ranged in age from 50 to 18 years and were
studying Persian in the upper intermediate and advanced levels in academic years of
2017-2018.

Finally, the validity and reliability of the questionnaire were evaluated using PLS
software. In fact, since the Cronbach's alpha criterion is a traditional criterion for
determining the reliability of constructs, the PLS method employs a more modern
criterion than the Cronbach's alpha, called composite reliability. This criterion was
introduced by Wertz et al. And its superiority to Cronbach'’s alpha is that the reliability
of the factors is calculated not by absolute terms but by the correlation of their items
with each other. As a result, in the PLS method, both criteria are used to better measure
the reliability of questionnaire. If the composite reliability value for each construct is
above 0.7, it indicates a good internal consistency for the measured models and a value
below 0.6 indicates no reliability. The results of questionnaire constructs indicate that
Cronbach's alpha coefficient and reliability values (more than 0.7) for all 16 model
constructs. Also, in the present study, factor loadings were investigated with the use of
PLS statistical software. The factor loadings of the questions for each of the research
variables are more than 0.3, indicating the acceptable reliability of the research
constructs. Convergent validity that correlated a construct with its indices was also
evaluated and in all 16 constructs this value was in the acceptable range (more than 0.5).
The criterion for measuring the divergent validity of the research variables is the use of
Fornell and Larcker (1981) method. This criterion is the degree of relationship of a
construct with its indices or items, compared to the relation of that construct with other
constructs, so that the acceptable divergence validity of a model implies that a construct
in the model interacts more with its indices than with other constructs. In the PLS this is
done by a matrix. This matrix contains the absolute magnitude of the correlation
coefficients between research constructs (bottom triangle coefficients) and the square
root of average variance extracted for each construct (over the original diameter). Since
the values on the original diameter are larger than the lower values of the matrix triangle,
the validity of the model discriminant is confirmed by the Fornell and Larcker
method.Also, using the t-statistic of each of the questions attributed to the research
variables, the suitability of the questions and overall fit of the structural model were
evaluated. If the t-coefficient is less than 1.96, that question should be omitted because
that question is weak in explaining its own variable and its presence in the model
increases the measurement error of subsequent calculations. In the present questionnaire,
the coefficients of t for all questions are more than 1.96, indicating that the questions are
desirable and overall fit to the structural model.Finally, we hope that this research will
be a guide for future research to examine the relationship between second language
learning motivation and other variables related to second language learning. Also, by
identifying the Persian motivation of the students and the factors affecting their
motivation in the educational centers and Persian language classes, we can plan how the
teaching and the use of educational resources can be related to the type of learners’
motivation.

Keywords: Motivation Questionnaire, Reliability, Validity, non-Iranian learners of
Persian, learning Persian as a second language
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1Criterion measures

oS o S8 10 1 50 09 I 5 (o) )y S (6,508 sl o L oKl o ST

If aPersian course was offered at university or somewhereelse in the future, | would like
to take it.

ilye SLlS [T qiidlge [iblye 3900 b (il oo BT qillia (] pillies SLals [

If my teacher would give the class an optional assignment,| would certainly volunteer to
do it.

28le0 SLols [ idles (1 iblas  cogam B wallie  cosam BT e [ alles Sals [
Slge pidlse L1 nddlye (09 el (599 o o

2ol ol pols Cusge o 5l sl Al (5508 o sl o8 0l 6 eTok STY
I would like to study Persian even if | were not required.
iilye SIS [T iidlga [ qiiblge ogo BT illies ogom BT qilba [ qillies SLels'|

w5 Bpo o) 0l Tl 5 addlls sl |y ool o il Cags (e F
I would like to spend lots of time studying Persian.
idlge SLelsT | cidlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B pilliea (] illies SLalS'|



OF/1YAR (o g 3wl 6(Y o tld) P39 (50 ko ol Sl 6L jiom 38 1 41 o s 3 b9 Sobising 32

5 5 705 (osB Ol 6550k (59, 465 E99e 5l i IS Semgd (0 0
I would like to concentrate on studying Persian more thanany other topic.
il SLols” ] bl (1 hblgs gogam B gl gogam BT pallsee [] qalles SLels [

S G095 3k oyl by T3k sl iyl Cemgs 0 7
| am prepared to expend a lot of effort in learning Persian.
bl SLlS [ qidlge [ iblge (090> LT wilbie gogam BT a1 pallies SLels [

oS s aalllne i L 1) (g 6 5 (50 il oMo L gl 10 035 oo S5V
Compared to my classmates, | think | study Persian relatively hard.
il SLols” L] bl (1 bl gogam B qillie go9a> BT pallee [ pallies SLels [

2ldeal L2 self

Lol o)l 0l @ b (saes aF (015 jpal R 3 Jraxs Sl o) 053 wilsise (o A
I can imagine myself studying in a university where all my coursesare taught in Persian.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () milee Ll ]

w50 3l (o)l Ol sl esliul Jl o ) poss oS o0 SE ploan] ik 4y (285
Whenever | think of my future career, I imagine myself usingPersian.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse o0 B pille gogum U] qills () gilee Ll ]

S (0 Suzo (o)l 0l pl 2B Bea b (ligd b a5 @35 jeai 1) pogS il e ) -

I can imagine myself speaking Persian with international friendsor colleagues.
il SLols” [ eidlse [ qblse oo U] pillie (gogam U] qilles (] giliee SLalS [
Ol oy b bl )l sl g 035 o0 (S5 0l sloy5iS 10 &5 (o35 joai Jl> )0 1, pogs ilsi oo )
oS oo ookl o )B L 5l e eSS
I can imagine myself living abroad and using Persian effectively forcommunicating with

the locals.

il SLols' [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT qille gogum U] qills (] giliee Sl (]

oS o0 Cozmo (UL el Jre Iy oy 0l (659, 45 @035yl il o0 N Y
I can imagine myself speaking Persian as if | were a native speakerof Persian.

idlge SLlST | oidlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B pillea (1 allies SLalS'|

e gse o g ol oyl 05 @ Sy 4 a5 035 jad il o0 VY
I can imagine myself writing Persian e-mails fluently.
idlge SLals [ eiblgs (1 qiblgs gogam B pillis oga BT pallee [ pallies SLels [
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30ught-to L2 self

el e (o058 0L 6550k a0 Gliwgd S 4 9z ep S oo b Ty (o)l 0L e N F
I study Persian because close friends of mine think it is important.
il SLols” [] iblys (1 qblgs gogam B gl gogam BT pallee [ palles SLels [

e 3l 1y o)l s (e a5 iyl HUAST L3l bl e el (6550 (o)l (b5 650k N0
Learning Persian is necessary because people surrounding meexpect me to do so.
widlge SLals [ bl (1 bl gogam B qillis goga> BT il [ pallies SLels [

Wyl 1) L e 5 )35 o pl il lal 4 a8 (ol 8l (g9 sl (ope g B (6050 (e L3 4 NP

I consider learning Persian important because the people I respectthink that | should do
it.

il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogum U] qilles () gilee Ll ]

g e usale o 5l 050 S5 2l 1) ) oy 1Y
If I fail to learn Persian I’1l be letting other people down.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse ogam B qille gogam U] qills () gilee Ll ]

P9k Cewd 4 1) Sy fo0lgils /ol /L gs cols ) wilgin U conl e 00 sl (syB8 L5 650l A
Studying Persian is important to me in order to gain the approvalof my
peers/teachers/family/boss.

il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl (]

P ol 1) o) s b il slos )8 Jass (aseld palsdy (5145 a5l oagde pole 5 40, .09
My parents believe that | must study Persian to be an educatedperson.

il SLols [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl [

25,88 (o0 ol (e 4 i e 50 (o)l (b IS AR L ez el oten (0 ST ()8 0L 250k Y
Studying Persian is important to me because other people willrespect me more if | have
knowledge of Persian.

il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl (]

2,8 o0 (e (S5 59y (e 6)‘-‘L‘ =l Ol B, 8L T
It will have a negative impact on my life if I don’t learn Persian.
idlge SLlST | wiblga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B pillia (] alles SLalS'|
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4Parental encouragement/family influence
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My parents encourage me to study Persian.
widlge SLals [ eiblge (1 by gogam B qillis goga BT il [ pallies SLals [
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My parents encourage me to practice my Persian as muchas possible (e.g. speaking and
reading).

widlge SLals [ eiblye (1 bl gogam B qillie goga BT il [ pallies SLals [
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My parents encourage me to attend extra Persian classesafter class (e.g. at Persian
conversation schools).

il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () milee Ll ]
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My family put a lot of pressure on me to study Persian.
widlge SLals [ bl (1 bl gogam B qillie goga> BT pallsee [ pallies SLels [
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Studying Persian is important to me in order to bring honors tomy family.
widlge SLals [ bl (1 qiblge gogam B willis goga> BT pallee [ pallies SLals [
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Being successful in Persian is important to me so that | canplease my parents/relatives.
il Sols” ] bl (1 qiblge gogam B qillis o9a> BT allee [ pallies SLels [

SInstrumentality — promotion.
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Studying Persian is important to me because Persian proficiency is necessary for
promotion in the future.

idlge SLlST | wiblga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B pillea (1 illies SLalS'|
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Studying Persian can be important to me because | think it will someday be useful in
getting a good job.

idlge SLelsT | widlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B pilliea (1 illies SLalS'|
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Studying Persian is important because with a high level of Persian proficiency | will be
able to make a lot of money.

il SLols” ] eiblys (1 qblgs gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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Studying Persian can be important to me because I think I’ll need it for further studies.
widlge SLals [ eiblge (1 by gogam B qillis goga B il [ pillies SLels [
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Studying Persian is important to me because | would like to spend a longer period living
abroad (e.g working).

il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogum U] qilles () gilee Ll ]
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Studying Persian is important to me because | am planning to study in Iran.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () giles Ll ]
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I study Persian in order to keep updated and informed of recent news of the world.
il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qills (] giliee Sl [
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Studying Persian is important to me in order to achieve a special goal (e.g. to get a degree
or scholarship).

il SLols' [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl [
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Studying Persian is important to me in order to attain a higher social respect.
il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qills (] giliee Sl [

Studying Persian is important to me because it offers a new challenge in my life.

idlge SLlST | wiblge [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B qilla (1 allies SLalS'|
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The things | want to do in the future require me to use Persian.
idlge SLelST| widlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B pilliea (1 illies SLalS'|



OV/AYAR (o g 3wl 6(Yo 2l P39 (50 ko troa Sl sl o 38 i 3 (ou )0 33 90T Sebiinng 32

6 Instrumentality — prevention
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I have to learn Persian because without passing the Persian course | cannot get my degree.
il SLols” [] iblys (1 bl gogam B gl gogam BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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I have to learn Persian because I don’t want to fail the Persian course.
il SLols” ] iblys (1 qblgs gogam B gl gogam BT pallse [ qalles SLels [
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I have to study Persian because I don’t want to get bad marks in it.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogum U] qilles () giliee Ll ]
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Studying Persian is necessary for me because I don’t want to get a poor score or a fail

mark in Persian proficiency tests.

il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () milee Ll ]
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I have to study Persian; otherwise, | think | cannot be successful in my future career.
il SLols [ idlge [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee SLalS [
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Studying Persian is important to me, because | would feel ashamed if I got bad grades in
Persian.

widlge SLals [ bl (1 qiblge gogam B qillis o9a> BT pallee [ pallies SLals [
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Studying Persian is important to me because, if I don’t have knowledge of Persian, I’ll be
considered a weaker student.

il Sols” ] eiblge (1 qblge gogam B gillis gogum BT pallee [ pallies SLels [
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Studying Persian is important to me because I don’t like to be considered a poorly
educated person.

idlge SLelsT | widlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B pilliea (1 illies SLalS'|
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7 Linguistic self-confidence
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If I make more effort, I am sure | will be able to master Persian.
il SLols” ] eiblys (1 qblgs gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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I believe that | will be capable of reading and understanding most texts in Persian if |
keep studying it.

il SLols” ] iblys (1 bl gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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I am sure | will be able to write in Persian comfortably if I continue studying.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse o0 B pille gogum U] qills () gilee Ll ]

2 o8 by 2Tk sl 095 UIF el e O
I am sure | have a good ability to learn Persian.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille (gogum U] qilles () giliee SLalS ]

8 Persian Learning Experience
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Do you like the atmosphere of your Persian classes?
il SLols' [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qillies (] gilee Sl (]
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Do you always look forward to Persian classes?
il SLols [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl [
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Do you find learning Persian really interesting?
il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogum U] qilles (] giliee Sl (]
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Do you really enjoy learning Persian?
widlgs SLals [ bl (1 qblgs gogam B qills gogam BT pallee [ palles SLels [
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Do you think time passes faster while studying Persian?
idlge SLals [ eiblgs (1 qblgs gogam B gillis oga> BT pallse [ pallies SLals [
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Would you like to have more Persian lessons at school?
il SLols” ] eblge (1 iblgs gogam B gl ogam BT pallsee [ palles SLels [

9 Travel orientation
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Learning Persian is important to me because | would like to travel to Persian-speaking
countries.
widlge SLals [ eiblge (1 by gogam B gillis goga BT il [ pallies SLels [
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Studying Persian is important to me because without Persian [ won’t be able to travel a
lot to Persian-speaking countries.
il SLols” L] bl (1 qiblge gogam B qillie goga> BT il [ pallies SLels [
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I study Persian because with Persian | can enjoy travelling to Persian-speaking countries..
widlge SLals [ bl (1 bl gogam B qillie goga> BT pallsee [ pallies SLels [

10 Fear of assimilation
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I think that there is a danger that we may forget the importance of our culture, as a result
of learning Persian.
il SLols” [ eidlse [ qblse oo U] pillie (gogam U] qilles (] giliee SLalS [
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Because of the influence of the Persian language, we may forget our language.
il SLols [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qills (] giliee SLalS (]
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Because of the influence of the Persian-speaking countries, | think the morals of Iranian
people are becoming worse.
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I think the cultural and artistic values of Persian are going at the expense of our values.
ilge SLals'| wiblga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B qillia (] allies SLalS'|
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I think that, as | advance in learning Persian language, there is a danger of losing my
identity.

il SLols” ] eiblys (1 qblgs gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [

11 Ethnocentrism
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I respect the values and customs of other cultures.
il SLols” ] iblys (1 bl gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [

I find it difficult to work together with people who have different customs and values.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse o0 B pille gogum U] qills () gilee Ll ]
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It is hard to bear the behaviour of people from other cultures.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille (gogum U] qilles () giliee SLalS ]
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I would be happy if other cultures were more similar to mine.
il SLols” L] bl (1 bl gogam B qillie goga> BT il [ pallies SLels [
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It would be a better world if everybody lived like my people.
widlge SLals [ bl (1 qiblge gogam B qillis go9a> BT allee [ pallies SLels [
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Most other cultures are backward compared to my culture.
il Sols” (] bl (1 qiblge gogam B qillie oga> BT allee [ pallies SLals [
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I think that when people from other cultures are in my country, they should follow the
rules of my country.

widlgs SLals [ bl (1 qblgs gogam B qills gogam BT pallee [ palles SLels [

12 Interest in the Persian language
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| feel excited when hearing Persian spoken.
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I am interested in the way Persian is used in conversation.
il SLols” ] iblye (1 qhblgs gogam B gl gogam BT pallee [ qalles SLels [
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I find the difference between Persian vocabularies and vocabularies inmy language
interesting.

il SLols” ] bl (1 hblgs gogam B gl gogam BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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I like the rhythm of Persian.
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogum U] qilles () gilee Ll ]

13 Persian anxiety
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How nervous and confused do you get when you are speaking in your Persian class?
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () giles Ll ]
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How afraid are you that other students will laugh at you when you speak Persian?
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille gogam U] qills () milee Ll ]
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How uneasy would you feel speaking Persian with a native speaker?
il SLols [ idlge [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee SLalS [
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How tense would you get if a native speaker of Persian asked you for directions in
Persian?

il SLols' [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT pillie gogum U] qills (] gilee Sl [
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How afraid are you of sounding stupid in Persian because of the mistakes you make?
ilge SLals'| wiblga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B pillia (] alles SLalS'|

How worried are you that other speakers of Persian would find your Persian strange?
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14 Integrativeness
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How important do you think learning Persian is in order to learn more about the culture
and art of its speakers?
il SLols” ] eiblys (1 qibls gogam B gl gogam BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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How much would you like to become similar to the people who speak Persian?
il SLols” ] iblys (1 bl gogam B gl goga BT pallsee [ qalles SLels [
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How much do you like Persian?
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse o0 B pille gogum U] qills () gilee Ll ]

15 Cultural interest
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Do you like the music of Persian-speaking countries?
il SLols' ] idlse [ qblse oo B qille (gogum U] qilles () giliee SLalS ]
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Do you like Persian films?
il SLols' [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qillies (] gilee Sl (]

Do you like Persian magazines, newspapers, or books?
il SLols [ eidlse [ qblse oo BT qillie gogam U] qilles (] giliee Sl [
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Do you like TV programs made in Persian-speaking countries?
il SLols [ eidlge [ qblse oo BT pillie gogam U] qills (] giliee Sl (]

16 Attitudes toward L2 community
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Do you like to travel to Persian-speaking countries?
idlge SLlST | oidlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogam B pillea (1 allies SLalS'|

Sau,ls Cawgs 1) )by om )b slo,giS po e LT A
Do you like the people who live in Persian-speaking countries?
ilge SLals'| widlga [ qiblge 090 BT qillie (gogum B pilliea (1 illies SLalS'|
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Do you like meeting people from Persian-speaking countries?
il SLols” ] eblge (1 iblgs gogam B gl ogam BT pallsee [ palles SLels [
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Would you like to know more about people from Persian-speaking countries?
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