
 

 

The Quarterly Journal of  

Western Philosophy 

Vol. 1, No.1, Spring 2022 
 

Explaining Kant's Approach to the Concept of Existence in the 

Preـcritical Period Based on his Treatise The Only Possible 

Argument in Support of a Demonstration of the Existence of God 

Fatemeh Fazelzadeh 1,* Maryam Samadieh 2 

1 Faculty member (instructor), Department of Theology, Payame Noor University, Tehran, 

Iran. 
2 Assistant Professor of Department of Islamic Sciences, The Faculty of Humanities, 

University of Maragheh, Maragheh, Iran. 

Article Info  ABSTRACT  

Article type: 

Research 

Article  

 

 

 

Received: 

05/12/2021 

Accepted: 

11/06/2022  

Kant has treated the question of existence in both preـcritical and critical 

periods. In the preـcritical period, he discussed the issue of existence in 

his treatise The Only Possible Argument in Support of a Demonstration 

of the Existence of God and even pointed to the inability of reason to 

provide an existential argument to prove the existence of God; The same 

view that Kant developed in the critical period and expressed more fully. 

In addition, in the critical period, he introduced existence as one of the 

categories of comprehension. Kant's approach to the concept of 

existence in both periods was based on the distinction between real 

predicate and logical predicate. A real predicate is a predicate that adds 

anything new to its subject, and a logical predicate is a predicate that 

does not add anything new to its subject. It should be noted that Kant's 

approach to existence in the critical period has not changed much, and 

The only difference with the preـcritical period is that in the critical 

period, he expressed his views on existence based on the categories of 

understanding and distinguishing synthetic/ analytic theorems; As some 

of Kant's commentators, such as J. Forgie and Etienne Gilson, argue, 

Kant has dealt with it more fully in The Only Possible Foundation for 

Proving the Existence of God. 
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