
 

 

The Quarterly Journal of  

Western Philosophy 

Vol. 1, No.1, Spring 2022 
 

Analysis of the problem of evil in Spinoza's Analysis of the 

Problem of Evil in Spinoza's Ethico-Theological System with 

Emphasis on Coronavirus 

Maryam Soltani Kouhanestani1,* Aydin Ziyaee 2 

1 Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, 

Ardabil, Iran 
2 PhD student in Comparative Studies of Religions, University of Religions and 

Denominations, Qom, Iran 
  

 Article Info  ABSTRACT  

Article type: 

Research 

Article  

 

 

 

Received: 

13/04/2022 

Accepted: 

20/06/2022  

Spinoza believes that every act in the universe is a mode of a single 
substance or God, and the difference between acts is due to the 
difference in how they are emitted from the substance, good and evil will 
be relative subjects, therefore, as a result, Corona cannot be considered 
as an absolute evil. such thinking is the product of the imagination of a 
being who is limited in space and time and seeks only his benefit, and 
thus transforms evil ـ here corona ـ which is a relative thing into 
something objective and absolute, which is expressed in terms such as 
evil, confusion, ugliness and wickedness, but if we extend these matters 
to God from this perspective, it will cause the greatness of God to be 
hidden from the intellect. For Spinoza, man, as a mode of infinite modes 
of substance, is hardly small and insignificant, but at the same time, he is 
great; because has an intellect that enables to have this insight. Corona 
shows man the consciousness of his limitation before God and nature, 
and this consciousness of limitation is itself an element of the bliss of 
being in God, without which such consciousness would not have been 
realized. On the other hand, since according to Spinoza, anything that 
causes human beings to live together in a collective agreement is 
beneficial, and conversely, a difference in society is evil, it can be said 
that, Corona in so far as it causes this agreement and empathy in 
societies, especially moral societies, It is Good. 
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