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Article Info ABSTRACT

Gaining measurable knowledge of identity has always been a preliminary concern of
cognitive sciences. Today, consistent with the mental and behavioral complexities of
the contemporary human being, identity-based explorations have become a pervasive
issue in anthropology, with various approaches introduced to “identity and its
typologies.” In this connection, psychologist James Marcia has followed Erikson’s
perspectives on identity to outline two variables of “experience of crisis” and
“commitment,” which leads to the categorization of four operational statuses of
identity: identity diffusion, identity foreclosure, identity moratorium, and identity
achievement. His theory which is known as “Identity Bases,” distinguishes each of
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Research Article

Received: these stages by their enjoyment of factors that determine “crisis” and “commitment,”;
an approach that analyzes actions and attitudes to provide an approximate context for
10/07/2022 the novel researches to achieve a psychological understanding of identity. The
present research uses components of this psychological approach to investigate the
Accepted: issue of identification and its manner of achievement in the novel “Al-Noam Fi Haghl
28/01/2023 Al-Karz,” involving subjects that correspond to the present perspective. This article

which is descriptive-analytical, reveals a two-way and unbreakable relation between
man and place in terms of progression or regression in Marcia’s identity bases; this
is a category that the author verifies in a multi-layer narration of the position of his
novel’s main character in cities like Baghdad and Oslo. Another key finding of the
article is the consistency of the four-fold components of the novel and Marcia’s
identity bases in terms of the numbers, which has strengthened the author’s attention
to this approach.
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