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The concept of imagination in future studies knowledge affects many of 
our forward-thinking thoughts and decisions about future developments 
and can expand the scope of our vision and action towards the future. 
According to the importance and role of this concept, in this paper, were 
reviewed the concept, position and scientific validity of imagination in 
the futures studies, from the perspective of western philosophers and 
futurists. This research is a descriptive research. The data were collected 
in a documentary and library method and then, with an analytical-critical 
approach, the concept of imagination has been investigated. The results 
of the research showed that the images of the future from the perspective 
of discovery are divided into three categories, including "images based 
on the extrapolation of current and past trends (experimental)", "images 
based on logical analyzes (rational)" and "images based on imagination, 
intuition, values and inner spirituality" are divided. According to the 
surveys conducted by Western philosophers and futurists, the scientific 
validity of the first two categories was confirmed, but the third category, 
since they lack scientific validity, can only be valuable in the "position 
of production" and discovering creative propositions about the future. 
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�
� 
 �/��/*�'< +��-./
0��  ����� 

-2 s(�C �*
* .L�.= ����A  

���R S���T 2: 
�� @(��X�������� !��
 �(&�+ E���� � �!��!��;� ���� !�"��  

	
��
  E�� �( @(��X�� �� ��!�!�"�  ��;���  

�
�F6�-.�+ �  ��.���/�< +��-. <G�*������.� 
  �C�
��,��%�  
6IH�� ��	��-. 4%� �A�W�  L3�G�*��G�-%�<  ����4%�  

����6 ���A�  ^.��,�R@ <�/  �-.%���4%��A 
 �(�K6  
��6 
 �Q��6�L ���-�/  �-.�+ ��,��=  �Q��6<�  

no�
 ��
�F6 i�@  X��4%<  6��=�7*�$  
*�9� O�	�3&=�<  
��@<G�*��  �(��@  

^'�/*� +��-.  �-.�+ J@��  5.=��,��%�  
-9Q6 
 ��F6  L��F6<��,  �
�A�%����,  
�Q�2 y�K7  <�'	 8�	�6  �Q��6��7�Q6 
 <�  


�&.= 
 �/�,+ Xa  L��F6<G��  �A�V&%�  
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2. ��� �������� �� �� ��������
�� �  

��A< .���9�A �'�L �F6�G�*���< + G���-. ����, 
�/�� R7 �A �=�Z.< �ZF6�G�*���< + G���-Z. ���Z{� 7��-%�Z� 
��1 ��R&1� �-P�� -%��*� �A�- ���A �-&A�� .=�L � �A �%�4� �=�B ����, �/�7L���. L97 B�� <��A�  �A 
 �
�7Z{��� ?

+ O��S%��-.	 
 8�/
0��8�	��� A���  �*��A (�6�- 
�F6�� +��-. �* �<�&��� �7 z�	 q-/ iPK6.L���=  
 G� ��-= �/�-.�+ 
 8�	����	 �* �A�� 8�/
0�*��7 <G�*�����F6� {��� �A ?��,-�*J92 G� *�Z@ <�/ <�Z/

8�,�%�, *�QA� 
 \�&V7� �&@�*�� U�o�7 B�� ����	 
 ���1 ����A �A
�Zp7 <��ZA .-Z%��  8�Z3% �f�Z@ ���Z�
7�*G�� &�/ ��V&%� �A ��R;7 G�./ �7 �=�L �A 
�- �A�%�,�< .= ^�1�L �&9A �=�B ��5A�.��/< + G� �Z7���-Z. 

G
�< -.��A �&��* iPK6 8�'7�5�� iZPK6 �A �� <G�*�����F6 �8��A B�� �A <
 . �ZA��A �-Z.�+ G� ��Z�c7 �Z.�A
�7 .-%�* J@���4(��/< ./u� + *��7 �*��-. �A� ��S.7�*�; �%��6�� ��A<  ^�1 �/ ��;%��� (�ZQ	�&� 8�Z�%� �*� 

����
 G�4%���6��B �R.2�/< ��B 
�,0� J��] �.Q� ��*�; o�	�� G�� 
�A�� ���< + J�� ���C �=��-.  .-Z��A
 �A��B -%
�� �F6�G���< + G���-. *��� }�&R�%< JZ��� % �ZT�.1 �Z7���Z�Z7 �ZA �* LZ/ �� ��Z,+*�@�,Z�*� �Z7 .
��5r�	�/�
�A 
 �/< �1�P�  *��7 �*��
�F6� �9%+ 8*�A �%�4� 
 4%�4�� � �Z9%+ -Z���*�Z; Z7�Z.=�L  


+ �* �9%+ 8*�A �%�4� *��7 �* XY���-.� &%��;,��< 7�Z.=�L��A�Z.A .��B �ZF6 -Z%
� �*�L,Z��<  ��ZV&%� 

�,��.� �A �7 ��/�B �%��%�/< '6 �&@��*�@�� 7�.=�L )Rubin, 2013: 40.(  

� �A�B  �
�a��,�3�Z 7 �*Z�8� 	���Z8�	� �K6��� A 8�C�L&� ZA ��ZR6�� �Z= �&Z��* *�Z2
�B V6Z�^ 
�A 8��.1Ce@�J V6 
�^ �A 8��.1(�6�- �F6��  ��'%� ���7%*�=	 .-�8�	�Z�� �ZA��  }N�Z�Q7»��ZF6 « ��

�.Q7 -.��� 7�%�*&��-. �A�%�,�< �, �=�� �/*�A��=< �1��;7 8+�< ��.�/ G�/�, �= �J�� �/�  
*�Q7
»
�F6�� ^'�« )�� * *���7 �* �7� �J�� (�A�;6���4 »r�	« �»�/�S6«� »�
�A« �� »Z= �Z'	 �Z%�Ce@*�8« 
)Sools et al, 2022.( J��
37  �9.6 ���,� J�� -P&Q7�$  Xa»V6�^« Z/ �7� �*��* *�2
�� ZcA��  �ZA

�F6�G���< !*��-% �4�* <�2 �*
� � �$ �1 �-..=-1�P&7 *��7�� *���,- .Q7-.���� 7 v�c7� �Z7� �-Z.=
�%�(* -%��6��� ��A< V6 8*�= �-2�^ �F6 G��� ��*�; * .-.=���,- 
�RC ^A�C� �6�B �= J��»V6�^« �$ 

(
� *�A��= �= J�� vecT��? ��FK%� �% �7�)<8+ (� �6(�- �F6�� J�� )Törnroth et.al., 2022.(  
*�6�-<  �= *��-% *�2
 �A�� ?��e	V6�^  ���R6�7 �* G� <���������ZC XZ�% <��ZC s6��7 �7
 -Z./* 

�A7 �'	 v�o
�=.F6 �= -../u O���� Ce@ 
�J�  �A�-Z'��4 ��ZR6�� ) -Z%��*Warnock, 1976; Robson, 

1986; Brann, 1991	*�F6 }�.l�c7 .(� %�J� � �=�B *���,-�/ .��B ��,-%�7 �6
<  B/u �* �� �ZA�� ?�Z�e	
 
 �T�Q78�3�� �eT� LC� J�� �*G )Finke et.al., 1992; Weisberg, 1986.( 

��e	 ?�&.�  �A���A �*� ���F6� -.&��* �1*� � J�� B'�7 �%�4� �=��/��� -% �Z,�/ �= ��Z��-�Z�L� 
.= ��F6�L�.Q� ] �f G��i G���-2< =�6 
�s 5VA *-;7�/�� 
�F6 G���� �F6���� <  �Z&	�, �ZS	�a G� �=

J�� �-�L�.= i�@ �~  �p6�7)1969Matthews, �A (G�f< PK6�7+���� ��B  ��»��;%< Z./u�«38 Z7� .-Z7�%BZ�� 
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���e	 -%*�A -P&Q7 7�%��6�L �$  -.%�7 J�FV�.= ��F6 �� 
�9(��A���L  G� �Z� B&Z��*�A ^Zp7 <
��ZF6�� 
 8��%� $��F6 8-A �A 8+ 8-%�R�� 
�� �$ 8���a�A .�/�B 6�6��s �
�.	<<�/ 8�-7Z7 8�3% �6�/*Z.-  �Z=

%��&A J�� B'�7�L 
�F6�� ./u� �6 �� *�@Z��� Z/* ^'Z���L  5Z3=Z/*��L  �Z(Z.=�L ��Z2� 
<  �ZA �� �Z9%+
^'��/< -2�-< .= L@�L$� 8
-A .� 7 }�QC�
 �7�%��6�L �A1�%� 
�,0��/< �ZF6��  LZ/ �* ��-Z2 �� *�Z@

����&V �K6�\ =�6 ���A
* 
�s .=�L � $Z� 8
-A 
Z�B �Z%��6�� �Z/*�A��=< &@�.Z�� ) *��* �� *�Z@Finke 

et.al., 1989; Finke et.al., 1992  .(  
�A&V�� �78��6 ��B ���C �� ��� ?����� Ce@�J �./< ��1 
� J�%�*Ce@ .Z�J �Z./<  q�ZT U�-ZA�

%�J�  
�AB�P� �6 �A��� )�� �K6�\�'6 (�/�� �V�% G��/< J��*�A�/< �a� �% iA���-��] ���- � �ZAZ�B 
(*�^ 7 �S% �A �=�-�� �S%� ?�F6�� ��� A��&3< A��< G� 
 *��-% �{����;%+Z�/ �Z6 �Z=�B 
�P7 �*) �Z@�Z�x� 

%�7G� ���	��S% (� ?�F6�� �S% �9.6� ?�F6��< -2< G �*�A��R��8�Z��.� � *��Z7 �*�*�Z; � �Z%�, �Z/�-Z%� 
�1�i A�B �F6�G���< Ce@ 
�J� �*�= $�.-%� V6�^ 	�t�J (
��� ��A< '36�^ 
�F6�� �C�
�* 
�  O�Z=��*�
*�A  
Ce@ �* 8+ 5P%�J �./< »�%�H��« �C�
�* .*�A� ��B �ZKR7 �* x�Z���JZ	� �Z��	 y�* 
� &.Z��  G�
V6�^ 7 ��3��� J%�= G� �= *�A�J	�, )Nussbaum, 1978(. ��%���I&7 /��-ZQA �ZA �c��� G� X=�  �Z,�/

/ *�A �&�%��&%�� o�6�n Rf�JQ��,�%��<� 4%�4� G�� � *�=��=�B 	�t�J =�6�R� �	+�.Q7 
�B J�4Z�4%�Z��� 
� J%�= ^C�-a .-/* �{����B �
QC�J `� ���J	� �� 8+ 
� .»8�9.� �./ «T�6�\ *�=.  

�7 yN�� *�	 -��,»�7 -P&Q7�L + 8�7G -QA �=��-.  �= J���A 8��.1%�
��Z� �� }�Z�{�*Z�� 
�ZF6 *�=��Z= �*�� 
*��* 5P%« .»
�F6�� +��-. �/��3 	���� �R.7 G�� -.&�/«��6 .�L-..= M
�F6�� �/ �* ?*���7� �C�Zd�J  zeZ@Z�$ 

 �Q7�2� .J���B �C�d�J  �* �S%	 �8��R7�� ����P��8�	��� �A��  �&.�*�% 
�$ ��Z7 ��Z,G
� �A �6�Z�e	?  -Z�-2
�A�� �./ 8��< 8��,�A �� 
 .2�. �(
39 7 �A ��,��**�^'� .,��< 
�F6�� +��-. 4&Z�A�  �ZAZ�$ /�Z,+�  G�

+��-. *��* A�V&%� �=�� ��/���%��� (�l�7 
 �%�R�f
�*�J`���%�� 7�8� �Z2 -.���4�B  BZ'�7 ���Z7*G�� .Z�B -ZA�B 
.Q7� Q��6 �= J�� ?
�F6�� +��-. ze@� 
� C*�}�P �R6�7 L/ �A-%�O
��C .�/< %��%�� 7 ���G -Za �6 8��6Z�*�< 
 �**��7 ��A We6< ���8- 	-/ �A� WG��+ �* -.7��-. o�6�n Q��6 .*�* ?Ce@��O� �Z��	 
 ? zeZ@��Z'�  G�

Q��6 *�QA� ?8�.	 ��A< �F6�G�*���< + 
�&.= 
��-. �ZF6 
 J���� +��-Z. A��&Z3�B %Z�
�< Z��5�-Z%�A G� �� W�
�* ze@��J	� 7�Ce@� .-.=�O� �A J%�=�&�* ��Te@ ��fA-.<�/< �Za ^Z= ���Z7� G� 
�G M»�AZ�-«  
 (-Z��A)

»J�/ « 
»QC�
�J«  �A��A �*»WG��« �-QA x��� �A ��/� %�7G� ZA 8�.=�6 �= -.&�/��Q6 q��Z� ��fZ�\  �-Z3%
7 .J����A �� �9%+ 8��6�F6 8�AG �A �Hj7 �K%�� +��-. Z�/ .*�= ��2�6 ?A �Z9%+Z�8��Z, �Z��	 ?Z����� � 8+Z��< 

+ �7 �= -.&�/8 HI6 ���� W�@A�.� 7�7�%�L��	 �* 8��%� .�-. Q��6 ?* �ze@���4  �ZA �*�ZC �Z= �&Z��, 8�Z�%� 8+
�P6�L  �J�� 
���C 
* �A 5=��*�%�J� 8�Z.=� 
� .»ZCe@� 8�Z�%��« Z7� 
 y��*� G� �*��&Z�� 
�lZ�7 �Z= *�Z�

��A 56�-C< ���8- * �A��4 � �* .J�� �&9A 
�B �F6 �cP%�� + JZRp7��-Z.  �*
�'Z�� Z�e=�$  *�Z@�Z'�  G�
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�/���A�< �T�� 7 �./�	��F6 L/ �= �*����< �GN ���A� L/ 
 8-�6 G� �� ��A< �F6 8+ iPK6��� 7 �{����=.-.  
%�
���  y�K7 �=�F6�� +��-. &��C �6 �P	 �J��� Pc.7� Z%eP1 
� -Z�1 5ZVA ]JZ�� MZ���a� 8+�� 

G��R���.&@�� �.Q7 
< À 2 .J�� ?�F6�� %�92 8*�* 8�3% �*� %�Z7G �* O
��&7 }������ *��Z4  .JZ���Z�e	 ?
�A�� �A� \�&V7 z�f�B QC�
 G� ���	 �� �7���J  ��=
G��8��R2 �4% 
 O���@Z7 JZ��% .-Z.%�*��Z/
�< �ZT�� 

��6�| �f G��i �S%� (�6��- �� &Q.T O�-C� 7�S% 
� ��5 �%�-%
�� � �A �'�A��-�/< 8�Z7�+ ��&�9%WG�� ��Z/ 
 �Z/
�/��;./��  �A i	�7 �=�`2 �*�67 �/�� �-%���5 7�.-Z%
� Z�$ �ZT� *�Z9%�A� �Z�B  �ZH�+  JZ����ZA �Z=< 
B�&�V%�* ��A |���6 
�f ���/ �� &�`, 
��? -� B&	� J�* G� ���� 8-�6�- 	�t�J G���%< 
�F6�� +��-Z. 
�*�* �� �� �C �G
�7� .*�* -/��@�s���* �U�C�(�< �%�3%�/< -%G�� MF6��� =-%� 
 *
-Q7� Z/ 
 JZ���� �ZF6�� 

%�7�+� `� *��7 �=�W� -��A ���1� �-% *�2
� .*�$ 8�7G r�RP%�Z/�,+�40 �ZSK( 
�a�<  
Z�$ 
 XZaZ�0 M
+ G� �-%���K7��-.� �A  ��� <��%*J�� L=�a )Polak, 1973(.  

�7 ��;%� �Q7�2 �* G
�7� ��%+*�Z�� J�QC�
�7 �� �ZQ7�2 <�*�Z	 <�Z/ .*G�Z�BZ��G�
� JZ��%�� G
�Z7� �
�A �� 8�,-.�+�7 ���C ��HI6 JK6 O-��-�� ��-.�+ ���F6 ��9�7 .-/*^'� �= J�� <�-./* M -Z�� �ZA 
� ��&@��

 J��5�� �O���S&%� 
�.�A ��/L�A�/ *��* �A �* �� �/-�7� 
] �A �'.�� B�o(�.7 ?�Z(�P7 BZ�� �ZA 
 JZ�� <�ZS% <�
�7 J(N* �
�A^'� �A �-.�+ <�/���F6 �= -.=��-C� <��,�*�= $�= *��	� �V���6 <�/) -%�Bell, 2004  .(  

�-.�+ ��,-�* G��A ���F6 G� ��S.7 ��%�/
0��*�� ��'�� 6X'1 ���ZF6 -Z.%�7 �J�� �7e= <���F .<��*�ZA
R.2 �7e= ���F6 �*? �7 ���ZC -�* r�Q7 �* 8�92 G� �T�@�ZR.2 
 *�Z�,8+ �Z4�* <�/� �7 q`Za .-%�Z�

�7 ����� �-�-� G� L97 �/�2
 �A �'�A �J��% 
-&�7 <��̀ ,���F6-.=� �7 �R@ 8+ G� �� 5ZVA ���F6 �/ .-/*
�Sae7 Â�C�� ����6 G� <� �̂�K6 
 �-.%��@ W
* �A�7 �, �-Z.�+ J@�Z� �* ���ZF6 JZ��/� 
 5ZP% .*��̀ Z,

*�R/�� u�V6� ���&�7< L/ *�@ �A �� �T�.1 -%��&A �= J�� �0�
 <G�*�����ZF6 ���&Z�7 LZ97 B�� iPK6 .*G�� ��%
J�� �-.�+ G�] ��A�* �6��FA *�;�� �A �= O��T B�� �A M-.�+ G� �P�Pa <���F6 ��-.�+ M��Z�c7�  �Z{��� -Z/* �Z�
�a��f �3.�A���c7 �o
 G� �� �-�� L3� �6 -.= [�
�6A ���P(� <G�-%��  ��HIZ6 �ZA -Z�=I6 .*�Z� ^Z��K6 �-Z.�+

���S% <�� G� ���F6 �* s��� <G�*�����F6 .J�� �-� v�c7 ��% ����,��&@����� 8�G�*��<�&���  
 �Z.Q7 ��ZP(�
��A�* g�@ ��9�7 M�7 ��;%� �-.�+) *��Derian, 2009.(  

�7 8+ veZT� 
 <G�*�����ZF6 L&Z��� �.�AG�ZA s2�7 ��&�7 -P%����, .*�Z� 
 L'K&Z�7 �z*�ZT <�Z/
����,�7 J��% �^f�A <�/����, 
 -%���(��&a� <�/� �7 �C�ZA 8�7G+ ��S&%� �* 8�.��/ �*�Z'�
� BZ�� �* .-Z.%�7

�/ ?����,�3�-%� L&��� �A �/�7 *��
 �`= 
 z-T <�/* .-%�� �J��9%��@�A G� ��
�ZF6 BZ���  �%�Z4��A 
 *�
�7����, <�;&�2 L&��� �* �7� �-%�� �/�7 W��K7-.%�7 .��QA �7 -��I6 ��%�ZQcC 
 -%�Z� ��
�ZF6 G� �� <�

�7 ^'� �-.�+-./*.  ��-%�7 
��&a� J(�a �* �@�A �6�.&1� *��7 8�7G  �* 8�Z.��/ ��-Z.�+ ���F6 �a��f �* 8*�A
 �(��&a� J(�a�7 �C�A8�7G+ $K7 �* �6 -%�7) -��A 
�cA� �� ��R&1� �A <-QA <�/Kerlinger, 1986  .(  
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5VA �* �-� v�c7 s(�c7 �A �2�6 �A 
 J�`, 5VA B�� �* ��%+ x��� �A �* 5/
0Z� BZ�� �Z�RC <�Z/
*��7  
 �
�7{��� ?+ O��S%��-. 
 8�/
0���e	 ?A��� �*��A M(�6�- 
�F6�� +��-.�A ���= ��f �7 8��6JZ�, BZ�� 

�7 -�(�6 W
� �� �A ��
�F6:-%��  
\(� (�.R7 �A< ���A� �/-%
�< �&�`, 
 
�a �A�;6)](�%����,  
� (�.R7 �A< �K6�̂�/< �P1� Pc.7 
^P1) �](�%����,  
� (�.R7 �A< V6d�̂ WG�� 
 *�	�/� �.Q7 
 *�9��O� %
�*� .
�  

��� �A ��7�*� �* ?��S%? �C�
<*�ZP&%� ����,41 �7 z�Z	 ���ZF6 U�Z% �Z� �Z��1 ��ZR&1� �Z���A �ZA .L�G�*�Z�
�C�
���	 �* <*�'�
� 8��.1 <*�P&%� ����, ?�Z���4%� 8�,-.Z���% ���+ G� �HI&7 �= J�� L�1�%�AG� �/ ��� 8�Z�
���/42 ��/ <�743 ��'��A <
� 
44 /* �* ?1970 ZQ(�c7 U�Zo�7 
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