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Abstract

The aim of this research was to investigate the psychometric characteristics of the
Superstition Questionnaire in the elderly athletes of Alborz province. The
statistical population of this research was made up of the elderly athletes of
Alborz province and the researcher distributed 320 questionnaires among the
members of the statistical community, and after collecting the questionnaires. In
order to collect data from the questionnaire of superstitions in sports made by
Flanagam (2013), which consists of 49 questions and has the components of
clothing and appearance, charms, preparation, game/competition, team rituals,
prayer, coach and superstitions, was used. The questionnaire was of closed
answer type and the measurement scale of the questions was five-point Likert
and included the options of never, rarely, sometimes, often, and always, and the
method of scoring the questions was 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 respectively. To analyze the
data, the descriptive indices of Cronbach's alpha coefficient test, exploratory
factor analysis and confirmatory factor analysis were used. Regarding construct
validity and based on the amount of relationships and T-value, all the questions
had a significant relationship with the components and could be a good predictor
for their components. The ratios of x2 to df (4.46), RMSEA=0.073, RMR=0.043,
GFI=0.92, AGFI=0.84, NFI=0.90, CFI=0.91 show the fit of the model
confirmed. Also, regarding the relationships of the components with the scale of
superstitions, the results showed that all the components could be a good
predictor for the scale of superstitions, as a result, the internal and external
validity of the "superstitions" model was confirmed.
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