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Abstract:

In recent decades, a growing number of non-Persian speakers have been visiting
Iran, eager to gain a deeper understanding of Iranian culture and civilization.
Simultaneously, there has been a notable influx of Arabic-speaking students
enrolling in Iranian universities. Therefore, in this research, an attempt has been
made to examine the Persian writing structure of advanced-level Arabic language
learners from the corpus-based perspective. The study aims to discern spelling and
technical errors in their written works, adhering to the writing guidelines established
by the Persian Language and Literature Academy. To achieve this objective, a
corpus consisting of 151 Persian essays from Arab learners from lrag, who
underwent the Persian proficiency test at Imam Reza International University, was
compiled. The corpus consists of 3234 types and 32096 samples. Utilizing the
Wordsmith software, word frequencies were extracted from the essays. Employing
content analysis, the study scrutinized various error types, including
spelling/stylistic errors, semi-space deletion errors, space deletion errors, space
insertion errors, cross-typing, and separate writing. The findings highlighted that
the most prevalent errors were in the category of space insertion, followed by semi-
space deletion errors, spelling/stylistic errors, and spelling errors. Separate writing
exhibited the lowest occurrence, with no errors identified in the category of space
deletion. The analysis revealed that these errors predominantly originated from
intra-language factors, specifically second-language learning and developmental
errors.
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Introduction

In recent decades, we have been encountering many non-Persian speakers travelling
to Iran and gaining more knowledge about Iranian culture and civilization. Notably,
in 2018, before the Coronavirus outbreak, lIraqis surpassed visitors from all other
nations in their travels to Iran, a fact substantiated by statistics from the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage, Tourism, and Handicrafts.

Beyond tourism, there has been a notable influx of Arabic-speaking students
enrolling in Iranian universities. To accommodate this, various centers dedicated to
teaching Persian to non-native speakers are actively engaged. These centers focus
on developing proficiency in the four essential language skills-reading, listening,
writing, and speaking as well as imparting knowledge of Persian script.

The teaching of Persian script is driven by the dual purpose of honoring the essence
of the Persian language and safeguarding its official script status in Iran. Recognized
as the official language and script of the country, the Persian script holds
significance not only for Iranians but also plays a crucial role in presenting the
history of Iranian culture and civilization to foreigners. According to the fifteenth
article of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Persian script is
mandated for all official documents, correspondences, and textbooks. This
necessitates the establishment of clear rules to ensure uniformity and preservation
of the Persian script's integrity. The Academy of Persian Language and Literature,
fulfilling its duty to protect the Persian language and script, has issued a
comprehensive set of guidelines titled "Persian Script Instructions™ to regulate and
maintain the essence of the Persian script.

This research delves into an analysis of orthographic errors made by 151 non-native
Persian language learners, specifically Iraqi participants in the Persian language
proficiency test conducted by Imam Reza International University. This
examination is conducted within the framework set by the Persian Language and
Literature Academy.

Considering the contemporary emphasis on objective linguistic data in research and
the pivotal role of corpora in linguistic studies, this research adopts the use of
linguistic corpora for data analysis. Recognizing the effectiveness of corpora in
second language teaching, this approach enables language teachers to observe and
assess the learning process of language learners.
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Methodology

This research focuses on 151 non-native Persian language learners, primarily from
Irag, who took part in the Persian language proficiency test at Imam Reza
International University. The aim is to assess their proficiency in Persian for
pursuing Master's degree studies.

In the next step, the compositions have been typed. Then, to enable computer
processing, the formatted typesetting file was converted to a text file through the
web-based software Espoz. After that, using WordSmith corpus analysis software,
a list of words was prepared, including the frequency of each word along with its
percentage and also the dispersion of each word in the entire text was determined.
Then, these words and their frequencies were analyzed.

Categorized as corpus-based research, this study utilizes data extraction from a
linguistic corpus, employing Wordsmith corpus analysis software. The self-
motivated method was employed for data collection. The corpus comprises 32,096
samples of Persian writings by Arabic language learners, encompassing 3,234 types.
It's noteworthy that the calculation of types only pertains to vocabulary, excluding
punctuation marks. The distinctive feature lies in the distance inserted on both sides,
setting this research apart from other forms.

Results

In alignment with Modarres Khiabani's research (2016), this study examines errors
in six categories: spelling/stylistic errors, insertion of space, deletion of space,
deletion of half-space, cross-typing, and separate writing based on the Persian script
and correct word forms.

Considering that by spelling error we mean that the intended word is spelled
incorrectly, spelling errors of Persian learners were extracted from the corpus,
which were examined in two areas phonetic (consonant and vowel) errors and
calligraphic errors. In the phonetic error domain, we are faced with 421 samples,
which is a relatively significant frequency. Incorrect usage of signs such as Hamza,
and Tanwin and the use of Arabic-derived words by Arabic-speaking Persian
learners resulted in 586 spelling errors that were examined in the calligraphic error
group.

The stylistic error refers to cases where although the intended word is not misspelled
in terms of writing, it is irrelevant to the formal style of the specific test we are
considering, which here is the Persian language proficiency test. We encountered
221 instances in the corpus.
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In the conducted examinations, two types of spacing errors in the learners' corpus
were observed, due to the insertion of space before punctuation marks such as "dot,"”
"comma" and "colon" as well as the insertion of space between compound words.
The frequency of errors resulting from the insertion of space before these
punctuation marks is 1459, 136, and 5 cases, respectively, in which the error related
to the insertion of space before the dot is considerable.

Regarding the deletion of space error, no space has been inserted between two
independent words. No cases of space deletion error were observed in the Persian
learner corpus, and learners strongly tended to insert spaces between all words in
their writing.

Since the written versions of Persian learners are handwritten, examining this type
of error is difficult. However, among all the errors examined in the corpus, the error
of deleting half-space is the most frequent. 1583 instances of errors indicate that
Arabic-speaking Persian learners do not pay attention to the use of half-space in
compound words and after some inflectional affixes such as "mi-" or "-ha" and "-
haye".

Cross-typing error refers to cases that should be written separately but are written
together, which we encountered with 138 errors in the corpus.

Separate writing error refers to cases that should be written together but are written
separately, which we encountered with 53 errors in the corpus.

Analysis of each error type within the Persian language learner corpus reveals the
highest frequency in the insertion of space category, followed by deletion of half-
space, spelling/stylistic errors, and spelling errors. Interestingly, no errors were
found in the field of space deletion.

Categorizing errors based on Zia Hosseini's classification, two types are considered:
interlingual errors, stemming from the interference of the Persian learner's mother
tongue, and intralingual errors, resulting from incorrect or incomplete learning of
the target language. The study underscores that writing errors are significantly
influenced by interlanguage-origin errors, highlighting the impact of learning and
developing a second language on the prevalence and nature of these errors.

Conclusion

The findings reveal the highest frequency of errors in inserting a space and
removing a semi-space, indicating a potential lack of training on issues related to
proper spacing before punctuation marks and the use of semi-spaces in Persian.
Notably, the advanced-level Farsi-Arabic learners exhibit a high frequency of
spelling and stylistic errors, underscoring the need for more precise teaching points
and additional training exercises. While half-space omission errors are more
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frequent than spelling/stylistic errors, the latter holds greater importance in the
realms of communication and comprehension. Despite the more frequent
occurrence of half-space omission errors, the impact of spelling/stylistic errors on
communication and understanding elevates their significance. Errors associated
with transliteration and separate writing rank third, highlighting the complexity of
these topics. This suggests a pressing need for more detailed training and increased
practice for Farsi-Arabic language learners in these specific areas.

Considering the results of this research and since the Persian writing system is an
alphabetic system, it seems that phonological awareness, as a component, has a
significant impact on reading and writing in this language.

Based on the identified errors, it is expected that revisions will be made to Persian
teaching resources, and exercises and classroom activities will be designed to
reduce the errors of Persian learners.

In addition to using instructional resources, regular and periodic evaluations can be
a fundamental step towards facilitating the learning process and reducing errors.
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