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Abstract

Objective: Sports tourism can have many effective drivers on which travel decisions are made.
Analyzing the effective drivers of the future of sports tourism can help the progress of this field.
Therefore, the aim of the current research was to analyze the drivers affecting the future of sports tourism
Method: The current research method is mixed and of analytical and exploratory type, and in terms of
its purpose, it is part of applied research. The participants in this research included experts and
experienced people in the field of sports tourism, including guides of sports tourism tours, experts in the
field of sports tourism, senior managers of organizations related to tourism, and professors of sports
management with tourism expertise, and the purposeful sampling method was used in the research. In
the expert section, interview tools were used and theoretical saturation was achieved with 18 interviews.
To analyze the data, the interaction analysis method was used.

Results: At first, key and influential factors on sports tourism were counted and 58 key and influential
factors were compiled. In the second step, with the formation of an expert panel, similar key and
influential factors were merged with each other, and out of 58 key and influential factors, 8 main
influential drivers for sports tourism were identified. In the end, the mutual effects of the propellants
were analyzed by using the future research software MicMac and applying the cross-matrix analysis
method. The results of the research showed that 8 main drivers affect the future of sports tourism, which
include the development of tourism and its infrastructure, technology and digital, health and wellness,
management and employment developments, environmental sustainability, diversification, economic
factors and media and communications.

Conclusion: Finally, the future of sports tourism is guided by a combination of tourism infrastructure,
technology and digital, health and wellness, management and employment developments, environmental
sustainability, diversification, economic factors and media and communication. Destinations that
welcome these drivers and invest in these factors will be in a good position
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