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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: The novel is widely considered a literary genre that profoundly embodies
. reality, often described as a mirror reflecting the world around us. This
Research Article  reflection is crystallized through its connections with society, capturing
social, political, and historical dimensions, along with a deep portrayal of
psychological dimensions. The novel “The Murder of the “Bookseller” was
published in 2016, written by Saad Muhammad Rahim, and was shortlisted
for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction in 2017.

ived: In his research on the psychological narrative in the aforementioned novel,
Received: the researcher applied a descriptive-analytical approach, concluding that the
23/05/2024 novel addresses psychological conflicts and inner emotional struggles,

including love, remorse, injustice, sadness, and crying. The author embodies
Accepted: these conflicting emotions within the character of the bookseller “Mahmoud
25/11/2024 Al-Marzouq.” Identity fragmentation violates the constraints of the traditional
narrative structure by drawing on memories associated with the “Al-Sharad
Association.” The novel guides each narrative toward self-disclosure, where
each holds itself accountable, exposing its intellectual and subjective
contradictions in relation to society and history. The main character in the
novel, Al-Marzouq, occasionally experiences mental stupor and delirium,
particularly after consuming large amounts of sugar.

Novelist Muhammad Rahim employed a psychological setting, particularly
an open setting, to reveal both the intellectual and psychological nature of his
characters and himself. I often use the phrase “the place is with me” since he
locks himself in his own fantasies and delusions, leaving others unaware of
what unfolds in his psychological place. He describes the city as being
suffocated by blood and devastation. He may turn to daydreaming because
the reality he faces is dull and unappealing or because he believes he can
attain wealth through imagination that eludes him in real life. He also uses
internal monologue to reflect his loneliness and detachment from society.
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Introduction

Psychological narrative technique stands as one of the most significant storytelling methods,
focusing on both showing and telling psychological elements. This approach emphasizes
characters with psychological depth, exploring their emotions, thoughts, and internal
conflicts that reflect crises, desires, and both conscious and unconscious turbulent states.
This leads us to investigate the psychological motivations and hidden inner worlds of
fictional characters within novels.

Building on this foundation, this study examines the psychological narrative in "The Murder
of the Bookseller." The following research questions guide our investigation:What narrative
techniques does the author employ to convey psychological states?How is internal
monologue manifested in "The Murder of the Bookseller"?How does spatial construction
function within the novel?

Literature Review

Several studies have examined psychological narrative, with the following being particularly
relevant:

Hamid Hamdani's "The Structure of Narrative Text" (1991) addresses the incomplete nature
of spatial theory in fiction. He highlights conflicting views regarding the concept, which he
argues requires deeper analysis. Hamdani identifies four spatial concepts and emphasizes the
distinction between space and place, though without providing practical examples.

Shaima Hassan Jabr Al-Saadi's doctoral dissertation "Psychological Narrative in Modern
Iragi  Novel" (2015) at Al-Mustansiriya University examines the mental style as
psychological narrative in Iragi fiction. Her analysis covers dreams, daydreams, hysteria,
delirium, mental confusion, direct and indirect monologue, and psychological time and space
construction. The study reveals how Iragi novelists use direct monologue to expose their
characters' inner worlds, complexes, desires, and psychological disturbances.

The 2019 article "Domains, Characteristics, and Value of Psychological Narrative in 'Fusug
published in the Journal of Arabic Language Faculty at Mansoura examines psychological
storytelling in Saudi writer Abdo Khal's crime novel. The study explores how psychological
narrative serves the author's individual and collective aims in depicting cultural clashes in
Saudi society from social, religious, and psychological perspectives, demonstrating
contemporary literary sophistication.

The 2021 article "The Psychological Dimension in Character Construction in 'Female
Chants™ by Ali Awnallah examines the psychological manifestations of fictional characters.
The study begins with a brief introduction to the subject and character profiles, including
their psychological dimensions. It analyzes the psychological interactions between characters
and the novel's structure, exploring psychological relationships among fictional characters.
Additionally, it examines character development within the novel's framework, considering
aspects of time, setting, and dialogue.

"The Struggle for Survival in Toni Morrison's Novels: Studies in Psychological Narrative"
by Nouf Abdulhamid Al-Khattabi analyzes psychological narrative as a branch of
narratology. The article examines "The Bluest Eye," analyzing the concept of beauty through



multiple psychological narrators, with emphasis on first-person narration. It also explores the
voice of death through various psychological narrators, predominantly using third-person
narration.

Research Objectives

The novel's relationship with place aligns with narrative techniques that allow objective
images in the narrative discourse to reveal the novel's content. Place, in its connection to
humans, represents a reference point of nostalgia, with one's birthplace jumping across
distances to become the primary source of longing, regardless of how far one strays. The
novelistic space carries socio-psychological implications stemming from the narrator's
perception, the relationship between characters and narrative elements, and its nature as a
linguistic space carrying ideological-cultural weight.

The narrator employs direct monologue exclusively rather than indirect monologue, as he is
a professional narrator rather than an intermediary one. Naturally, novels written during
wartime feature abundant monologues, as no one protects anyone during war, and people
become reluctant to hear others' words. The narrator discusses Al-Marzouq's daily life
through dramatic monologue rather than soliloquy.

Findings

The protagonist lives unlike ordinary people, striving to achieve his goals and retreating into
daydreams when reality falls short. The journalist-narrator describes the murder victim's
death through dreams to understand the actual murder, using daydreams to comprehend what
he cannot grasp in reality. He resists the truth that Al-Marzouq was killed mysteriously, and
nothing helps the novelist uncover the reason for his murder, leading to resistance in this
analysis.

Dreams serve as an outlet for repressed emotions and are crucial tools for psychological
analysis in revealing characters' desires and inclinations, whether during sleep or
wakefulness. In his diary, Al-Marzouq describes human civilization as an accumulation of
cruelty and delusion, void of tenderness and love - a reflection of his world filled with war
and destruction.

The novel's relationship with place harmonizes with narrative techniques that allow objective
images to work alongside narrative discourse to reveal the novel's content. Place, in its
connection to humans, represents a reference point of nostalgia, with one's birthplace taking
precedence over other locations as the primary source of longing, regardless of how far one
strays from it.

Monologue represents a character's self-dialogue and internal conversation, falling within the
realm of internal focalization. Majid employs direct monologue rather than indirect
monologue in his narration, as he serves as the primary narrator rather than an intermediary
one who might interfere with the novel's progression and monologue development.
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