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Abstract
There are hadiths mentioned in Shia and Sunni theological sources regarding
the succession of the Holy Prophet which have been criticized. However, the
question is why there are significant differences and conflicting results among
hadiths mentioned in Farighain hadith books, such as the hadith of Gadeer, that
are almostaccepted in related theological sources? This article aimed at showing
the perceptible parts of these differences that are respectively referred to as the
“methods of criticism” and basic parts are related to theological foundations of
Imamate and its characteristics. This purpose is achieved through describing
and analyzing the methods and contents of Sunni theological sources. Also,
it aims at pursuing the perceptible level, which is more prominent. Evaluating
the methods of criticism carried out on the hadith of Gadeer, it is found that
the Sunni theologians have applied the content, documentary, and textual
criticism methods. Considering the former method, the lexical, literary, and
rational criticisms are associated with the highest statistics, respectively. Taking
the mentioned criticism methods into consideration, the impacts of accepted verbal
assumptions and foundations are clearly observed and it seems that the criticisms
have been carried out with the purpose of achieving a predetermined goal.
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