The Quarterly Journal of Lisan-i mubin
(Research in Arabic language and literature)
Print ISSN: 2355-8002
Online ISSN: 2676-3516

AN FHONERT
INTERNATIONAL UNNERSITY

et

880 vt

Investigation of narrative functions of description in the novel “Hekayeh

Bahhar” by Hanna Mina

Mahbubeh rahbar tejarat *, *'Siyamak asgharpour **
L PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

2 PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

Article Info ABSTRACT
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Research Article

pausing and stopping the narration, reducing its speed, which sometimes

results in the disturbed temporal rhythm of the novel. This element has been

used for many functions, including aesthetical,

passive-emotional,

interpretive, and other functions in the novel “Hekayeh Bahhar” by Hanna
Mina, the Syrian novelist. This study collects and describes different types of
description functions through the descriptive method and investigates and

analyzes the goals of these functions in the novel based on the analytical

Received: method. In these functions, the descriptive aspect dominates over the
24/11/2024 narrative aspect within various types of descriptions based on different

phrases. The research result confirms that the semantic-interpretative
Accepted: function of description in this novel is used to illustrate the physical and
02/02/2025 mental traits of characters and examine the elements of place; moreover,

aesthetical decorative function in it has been applied through romantic and
decorative metaphors and analogies for describing the nature, coast, and sea.
Moreover, the rhythmic function in this novel has been used to create
anxiety and confusion, and its amphibological function is to persuade the
reader of the realism of the events. All of the functions mentioned for
description have been realized through investigation of the Syrian
community, people and their problems, the lives of sailors, and entertaining
readers through the text. The objective of description in this novel is to
create and firm the interpretative-semantic frameworks in most cases.
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Introduction

Description means the pause technique in the narration and is the factor reducing its speed.
The description provides many functions, which the most important include the aesthetical
function related to the beauty of good expression and description, the emotional function for
evoking emotions and feelings of the reader, and the interpretive function the means of
defining and reasoning for explanation and so forth. In realistic novels, description is a
fruitful field for exposure to life's secrets and realities, and for enhancing the reader's
knowledge. The realistic literature of Hanna Mina, the Syrian narrator, adheres to the issues
and realities of the poor and low classes. In the novel “Sailor Story,” he focuses on the
descriptive-psychological aspect of novel characters, their physical appearance, and their
surrounding environment that is along with precise and extensive details for interpretive-
semantic, decorative, cognitive, or rhythmic objectives. This collection consists of a
description of the Syrian environment during the occupation and the calamity befallen it,
which provides readers with substantial narrative information about that dark period and
worries of public opinions that cannot be found in historical books .

Methodology

This paper has tried to examine all description functions in the novel “Hekayeh Bahhar”
within an analytical method because description occupies a wide textual space in this novel.
This paper introduces various kinds of narration and description with a brief review of the
life of Hanna Mina and the novel’s events and shows the description functions in this novel
by using a descriptive-analytical approach. Also, it indicates the skill of Hanna Mina in
“Hekayeh Bahhar” regarding different functions of description in it, as well as various types
of external and internal descriptions of characters, descriptions of places and times, and
creation of match between what are described.

Results

The novel “Hekayeh Bahhar” is about the national fight against Frenches. Its narrative
functions are about the story hero named Saeed Hazzum who narrates the incidents of
his personal life, the life of his father, and his country. In this novel, the father
represents a hero called Saeed and sometimes is not present in the novel, Saeed's father
is the person who fought against Turk and French men and was imprisoned. He had to
leave Syria during World War Il and go to Mersin City in Turkey and live in a poor
neighborhood called Sherdagh, but he was imprisoned in that city because he was a
public leader there. The narrator describes the father, whose name is Saleh, as the absent
protagonist of the novel and introduces Saeed as the present protagonist with beautiful
and constructive language based on a fictional style. Also, he uses the analogy of a
crowned king for Saleh with a certain goal, because the writer wants to illustrate his
novel's hero making others admire him. He wants to give special holiness to the person
who sacrifices himself for the homeland, so distinguishes him from other characters. In
this novel, the writer used analogy and characterization as aesthetical features for
describing his text aesthetics. For instance, he likens the movement of a ship from shore
to land to a difficult path with hazards around it, such as the right path in the hereafter
where those people who are moving are threatened with the danger of falling into hell.
All of these are used not to make readers bored because they face many incidents that
narrator narrates these descriptions and analogies without any pause. Extraordinary
beautiful descriptions of nature and other things give this chance to the reader to take a
breath and continue reading with more interested mood. The writer of this novel is
fascinated by nature as if he is drawing a beautiful painting when describes nature. In



The Sailor Story, the writer presents an interpretive semantic function by identifying the
fictional characters by describing them or what is grasped from their speech and actions.
Moreover, the narrator provides interpretive descriptions of most characters of the novel
based on two approaches: a physical (external) description approach that is related to the
character's traits and a psychological (internal) approach that addresses psychological
aspects. The characters of Sailor Story are divided into two main types: a character
under development who grows along with the growth of events and a fixed character that
appears as a single character in the novel scene from the beginning to the end. Saleh and
Saeed are characters developing in the novel.

Conclusion

The narrator has used description in the novel to describe intellectual, social, psychological,
and external aspects of the characters, places, and times of the novel, and has employed
description mostly to reveal the conditions of Syrian society during World War Il and the
situation of its children through the main characters of the novel, such as Saleh and Saeed, as
the fighters against the tyranny of France and Ottoman. Hanna has used the most descriptive
features for interpretive function in this novel. He has employed the comparison between
places to empower description more for implementing semantic function, such as the
comparison between Saleh's house in Merson and Iskenderun that its semantic objective is to
show ideology; so that the novel's hero prefers to live in his homeland where he is free and
no foreigner control them. This is done to indicate that Ottomans do not care about the
legitimate rights of people in Mersin. In the novel "Hekayeh Bahhar,” Hanna Mina employs
the fictional function of description too, because the time structure in it reminds us of the
years of World War 11, time of compulsory governance, and economic crises, so all of these
real times make the reader familiar with the novel's incidents. By using the cognitive
function of description in the novel "Hekayeh Bahhar," the narrator provides the reader with
some information about swimming training methods and the problems the sailors face. The
descriptive aspect overcomes the narrative aspect in this novel because the incidents of the
novel are less than its high volume which is almost about 400 pages, and the writer has used
extensive descriptions of the Syrian community and barriers against development during the
occupation period.
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