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Abstract

Revolutionary movements which _began in Tunis in@@hmediately
impressed all Arab countries. These movements Hadeto many
essential changes in the Middle East. So far, fsasidents have been
ousted from power. Revolutionary forces in the Avedrld to achieve
their goals used media. So the media plaé_ed a laote in the
revolutionary changes in the Arab countries. Gitle® media's role in
revolutionary movements in the Arab countries, ame of the reviews
these revolutions have called as media revolutiddesed on these
reviews the media are the main cause of revolutisnghe Arab
countries. But the main question is: What is thedisie role in the
revolutions in the Arab countries? Were they redilg cause of these
revolutions? . ' .
The study of developments in the Arab countriesashthat the media
had an important role in the revolutions, but thesre not the cause of
revolutions. The media helped to spre_ad revolutiotne Arab countries
and contributed to create the faster victory foamhationary forces, but
they did not cause of revolutions. In this papdective factors in the
revolutionary movements in the Arab countries iplaxied and the role
of media is described. Paper concludes social ahtical factors created
the revolutionary movements in the Arab world, #mel media have had
an auxiliary role and have acted just as catalyzer.
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Introduction

Media has had a great role in Arab countries rdiais getting started
and expanded since late 2010. In Tunis and Eglyptptotest ot started
from an invitation made in Twitter and Face Bookwwrks. With the
invitation, a movement got started soon resultingArab countries
powerful rulers' fall. So far, four Arab rulers lealeen fallen as a result
of these revolutions: Bin Ali, the president of T&jrHosni Mubarak the
ere5|dent of Egypt, Mo'amar Gaddafi in Libya, anddallah Selah in

emen. Other Arab countries also face protests swblutionary
movements. _ _ _
Regarding the role of media at the advent, maimesand promotion of
the protests, some analyzers called Arab counéwretutions as Twitter
or Face Book revolution. The emphasis of this (?_rou_mhe role of media
Is so that they introduce them as the estab |sl1ﬁmg(‘_)é of political
evolutions and protests. Based on the effects mkt in political
evolutions of Arab world and regarding the viewrmision their part in
transformations, a question is posed as "what asefifect of media in
P0|Itlca| evolutions and protests in Arab count?i€3o they set the scene
or the revolutions and protests to happen? Or gnﬂsy played a
complementary role and accelerated the protestsf V\Studwng the
effects of media indicates that they reinforced phetests backgrounds
through production, ﬁromotlon and distributioncbinge-oriented ideas
and thoughts. On the other hand, media have hanleato play by
communicative and informative functions in commenoe acceleration
of the protests. Considering the role of socio{all factors, they cannot
be ignored in the protests and revolutions estaddisn Arab world and
count the media as the germinating factor. Thiglarhas an attempt to
examine the effects of the media in revolutionagvaments in Arab
world as well as introducing social and politicalctors affecting the
emergence of revolutions.

Key Factorsin Revolutions Dawn

Two groups of factors have a role to play in th@egvance of wide
socio-political revolutions: one, the grounding ¢eeses of the
revolutions and the other, accelerator events. fOmer are factors
gradually enacting their effects in a long run anllistorical process and
providing the chance for change and revolution. ,Aids not done
Instantly, but gradually and as a result of différéactors in a partially
wide span moving society toward desirable changes. N
However, the accelerators are factors affectingiakoand political
processes and streams at the same time they goertiag and spur on
the revolutions. For instance, an event, a deciaiwh passing an article
all can act as a catalyst reinforcing respectivecgsses and flows.
Accordingly, grounding factors are recognized asdhtablishing agents
of revolutions, whereas accelerating factors acegeized as facilitators
rather than germinators. . _
In Arab world revolutions, there are also many guding factors. Their
political and social circumstances during the tistades are formed in a
way as to move their citizens to revolution. Thé&erof media was to
pave the way for revolutionary movements. So, meliéh not create
revolutions, rather they contributed to their acptishment.
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Basic Factors in Arab World Revolutions '

Occurrence of Arab countries revolutions in thet lgsar has been
shaped under a variety of conditions forming inisidnical process and
providing extensive socio-political movements ie ttountries which, in
sum, are as follow:

1- Increasing demand for political participation despite non-participatory
political regimes.

During last decades, there have always been nditipatory and
autocrat political regimes rulln? in Arab countrigs which political
participation was not allowed for political groupé/hile with social
evolutions, people's awareness increase, and iragroemmunications
and interaction with people of other countries,réhdnas been an
increasing demand on the part of Arab people tGgyaate in social and
political arenaséNaz_a'rl and Ghanbari, 2012, 1% @emand increase
on one hand and political systems resistance agaes suppressing the
possibility for people participation on the otheer&r among factors
setting the scene for revolution in Arab countries.

2- Emergence of cultural and identity gaps between Arab countries citizens
and political regimes of these countries. _ )

Most people of Arab countries are Muslim with_Islansulture. Many
political sects and parties are Islamist in thentoes. Accordingly, in
Arab societies, people and many politically activeups are defined and
recognized based on their Islamic culture and fselié/hile political
systems in these countries administer policies g about a gap
between them and the culture and identity. So,gg] was created
between the people and Islamist political groupsone hand and Arab
countries BO_|Itlca| systems on the other. As altepowerful movements
were established to make a change in politicalesystthere with a will
for revolution.. _ o

3- Neutralization of Arab Nationalism ideology.

With an emphasis put on Arab ethnicity in Arab doi@s in the past,
Nationalism had always been a source of politicawgr and
Ie?ltlmlzatlon for political rulers and regimes these countries. Arab
rulers mainly gained and kept political power wathh emphasis on Arab
Nationalism when facing revolutionary process. Hegveduring the last
year, the power and legitimization source was gadgweakened. On
one hand, it was drifted away as a result of prosesh as globalization.
On the other, Arab countries with above emphassiid and a hope for
realization of their bI% aspirations gradually fduaut that Nationalism
not only has no much power to realize their obyestiand dreams, but
also is a factor of conflict. Additionally, Arabless reached power with
the emphasis on Nationalism found out that theyehgone far awa
from Nationalist tendencies when facing the resditof internationa
area. As a corollary, Nationalism was slowly neliteal and no longer
allowed Arab rulers to relying on which maintaireithown power and
legitimization.

4—ellfncapability and weakness of Arab governments in providing economic
welfare.

Arab governments are also weak and inefficient atvisg economic
problems. When they gained power they made verymizes of
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improvement and providing economic welfare, buterafabout three
decades and cause of their performance not onlyoegizc conditions of
Arab countries did not improved but also economgfficiencies of the
overnments on one hand and wide economic cormuaticArab rulers'
amilies and relatives on the other led to peogl@asm and rebels.
Eﬁ(tenswe social evolutions and the advent of aegsion with a will for
change. . .
In a concomitant to other parts of the world, a ng@neration has
emerged in Arab countries after several decadesmdalifferent needs
and demands comparing to the past generations basetich they tend
to new rulers moving in the same line of wills ateimands, whereas the
Pove_rnance of the rulers in Arab countries are mw?jg term and for a
ife time. They have been in power for several desawithout any
changes. People like Bin Ali, Mubarak, Gaddafi, &8&lah have been
fallen so far by revolutions were rulers gainingveo in Cold War time
with no changes to their down time. Regarding thead and generation
changes, even if the rulers try to supply the newegations' demands, it
does not satisfy the generation. When the gener&imks at its rulers, it
finds them like not being the representative ofwilis. So, it desires a
reform and a ruler that reflects the new generatineeds and demands.
Accelerating Factors in Revolutions of the Arab Wor _
In addition to setting-the-scene factors of Aralurdoes revolution,
%hﬁre are also accelerating factors the most imporof which are as
ollow:

USA democratizing policy

Till 2001, the USA policy was based on supportingl® governments
and rulers in the Middle East. With the policyfried to realize its own
interests in the Middle East. So, although the sceas provided for
revolutions in these countries, USA support andgmtmon prevented
from the Arab rulers fall and the victory of revbtin-advocate groups.
Form 2001 on, USA policy changed in the Middle E&std, of the ke
factors tapping on the change were anti-USA testogroups, Ara
governments function change and their significdnse in supplying the
Interests of the USA, and avoiding the fight agasscial movements
demanding the art|C|Bat|on in political and somedanasu%uned power
in the Middle East (Dalacoura, 2005). Since thenAU%s adopted
democratizing policy In the M_lddle East. So, ithdtew the support and
protection of Arab rulers. This results in the Analters' loss of power
and revolutionary empowerment of movements.

Media as Accelerating Factorsin Revolutions of the Arab World

Today, media have been turn out as one of the ketorfs affecting
socio-political evolutions. Their role has been gothrough an
evolutionary process and increasingly grown so thiaéy have
transformed into an effective factor in the worldhere are a wide range
of views about the role of media in the social gwditical evolutions.
The prospective can be introduced in terms of tfokewing templates:
Template of Passive Media-Active Society

In the first steps of mass media commence and grotiiey were
recognized as message c_;o_nvetylng and transportatios mediatin
between the source and origin of the message apleas audience. So,
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media were considered as the tools for conveyir rttessage from
senders to audience/s (Dadgaran, 2005, 6). Thathwaway they made
an effect. In such a situation, the main functidnttte media_is to
transport the message from the source to audiemtengorming. Doing
so, they set the scene for influencing public gmnand have an attempt
to form social event and sphere. i ) _ )
Based on this view, media are mediators per s€rag puts it media
are mediating agents and the mediators for makammections (Craig,
2004,3). Accordingly, some researchers put it gratcipally the media
have little influence on the audiences. In the viéaudience is active
and selective” (Cazno, 1986, 104-105) whereas #iarare passive and
just accept what they convey. The audience triesidae a connection
with the reality and analyze what the media conlegding to a
cognition. So, he has the power of decision makind the effect of the
media is limited. Maximum emphasis here is on mefe@ures of the
audiences, their individual, cultural, social difeces and conditions
(Muhammadi, 2003, 39-40). In the view, audiencadsve and dynamic
andh media just act as communication tools and @ireapable of making
a change.

Template of Active M edia-Passive Society

Redqarding the evolutions occurred in the field cfdma, their functions
and roles were also transformed, and their inflaencreased. The
changes transformed the media from being a convpgorse to the
message itself leading to new theories about thdmthvemphasize
infinite effect of the media on audiences and s@se "Mc Luhan's”
theory is the most significant of the theories. n(mlvl_edt%lng that "media
are the message itself" (Kazno, 1991, 61), he ightad the effective
status_of the media in social changes. In his viéere is no distinction
and difference between the media as the messagecamweéyor of the
message. They are integrated and as a result enki@a@uthenticity of
what the media say. With an emphasis on the thddayari — Iranian
Bhllosopher — also writes about TV that: "TV is may a medium;
ecause the medium is something that humans datdbgiuse it to fulfill
a purpose, but it is the purpose itself. So, is plosver itself and
transforms wherever it goes" (Davari, 1995, 50-51).
In a space where the media are tuned to messageiniportance of the
content shifts from the message to the estate n¥eyong it" (Tajik,
2009, 154). It is the media then to build our ppficey of the world
outside and what we gain as reality recognition amyironment
perception is something given by the media. Theemag's grasp of the
realities of the world is composed of the image riedia build for his
mind not the existing reality. Based on the vietvjsi media then to
persuade the audience to be mute toward the situatid or stimulate
them toward revolutionary movements and change.odlicgly, the
revolutions in Arab countries were sparked off by media.

T(ejm late of Interactional Relationship and Mutual Effect of Media
an ciety

In addition to the two perspectives described apthere is also a view
point which considers the effect of media on auckess a relative matter
and a mutual relat|onsh|P based on which neither rtredia nor the
audience have an absolute power over another. ath, fit can be
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concluded that considering two intra- and extramagaerspectives, it
must be accepted that mass communication toolssac@-cultural
media, so they will have a great effect. Yet tHea$ are not infinite and
at the same time not so as to be trivial" (Muhamipi2@D3, 143). Media
are all active in a social environment. So, in baed, they are affected
by the social environment and affect it on the ntAaidiences also live
in social environments so they are affected byntledia as social factors
on one hand and affect them as a component oflsam@onment, on
the other (Dehghan, 2009, .16-17?1. ' . . _
As a social agent and beside other agents Ilkel%fgml_hool,_ university
and ..., Media directly and indirectly, tangible a@nthngible, in transient
or short term and long term affect people of theietyg and their
behavioral patterns, ideas, habits and treatmeBitanier, 1974, 20).
Media select messages based on their own priogatidsconvey them to
the audience u_smg? ifferent a variety of tactscordingly, they try to
draw their desirable image of reality in the mirfeaodience. So media
are recognized as an active actor, but the audiesoegving the message
IS not passive to accept whatever the media conVhgy choose by
evaluating the message. They may accept or rdpecwvhole message
and or accept a part and reject another part d ithis regard, a range
%cég;s are effective confining the influence oé tmedia (Saroukhani,
Different analyses of the effect of the media onalArcountries’
revolutionary movements are provided. In some efrthregarding the
function of some media in the events and activeiapdssive audience
theoay, the role and impact of the media are higitéd and they are
introduced as the generator of the evolutions hin dame regard, Face
Book group has played a great role in Tunes andg volutions so
that the rise was known as Face Book revolutionhfMegews, 2011).
Rejecting arguments not cons_lderln% Face Book andttédr as
enerating factors of the revolutions, CNN's Comtawem wrote: real
ace Book revolution is globalized and it is théyaeality showing off,
as "why not knowing them as Face Book revolutiqiislylor, 2011).
However, there have been interpretations and agmiyovided in which
in turn socio-political processes and active rdi@@ople are considered
as generating factors of the revolutions. In a reps "the Legend of
Face Book Revolution" and q_uotln?: from critics @pithe concept in
describing Arab world's revolutions, Flanagan veritieat the role of Face
Book and Twitter in the revolutions is exaggergféldnagan, 2011).
In criticizing the view which considers Egypt rewtbn as Face Book
revolution and a result of young Face Book and fBwvitsers, Fahmi
Huveidi - Egyptian intellect — writes: it was ndtdce Book" to stimulate
the people tor revolution, but the Egypt nation tiggrating in the
revolution from different social classes gzpoor aioth), age and religious
groups (Muslim and Christian). They all rose totpob their respect and
onor and their will did not form under an instahange, but after aﬂes
of suppression and tyranny they felt that it was time to rise. The
powder store was about to change and when theyfounthat they are
more powerful than all autocrats; they rose withieegping waiting for a
hero to come, to make their own fate with their olmands (Huveidi,
2011). From this perspective, gene{atlnF] factorghef revolutions in
Arab world included social and politica Eropessesthese societies
leading to people's dissatisfaction and sparkieq trotests off.
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However, based on the third template in which boé#dia and audiences
are introduced as active; media are not hlgh|l%|a$th_e generator of the
revolutions nor they are underestimated as beirsgipa so as to onl
convey the message with no effect on the evolutiSosial and politica
processes of Arab world set such conditions for pleeple of the
countries to protests and establish revolutionsieltbeless, media also
played a role in political processes to make aeceffSo, they could
manage to influence socio-political transformatiools Arab world.
"There is no question that social media playedgaitant role in the
political movements in Tunisia and Egypt, but ohewd not overstate
the role"(Khondker, 2011, 678). As Linda Herreraoter revolution of
Egypt (and other countries) are not Face Book rewmi, yet the role of
users of the medium cannot be ignored (Herreral 201 _
The Effect of Media on Revolutionary Movements irald Countries
Although media are under the government contr@\rigb countries, the
control could not make it to constrain the accelsitizens to media
cause of the diversity and expansion of commuranatifacilities. So,
despite imposed limits by the governments, Aratntoes citizens have
access to a wide range of the media. This hasteglsul direct or indirect
access of the audiences to views and debatesbdisti, and 8romoted
@/ the media."After analyzing over 3 million tweetgigabytes of
ouTube content and thousands of blog posts, a stedy finds that
social media played a central role in shaping alitdebates in the Arab
Spring. Conversations about revolution often pdedemajor events on
the ground, and social media carried inspiringistopf protest across
international borders"(Howard, & Others, 201%.%@ of media on
1,:B\ratb world's revolutionary movements can be adeess a variety of
eatures.

Media and I nspiration of Change |dea

Producing new and change-centered opinions and iol@s been among
the most significant effects of the media in Arawtries. The function
of media in these countries led to a wide expansioaivil society and
reinforced critical groups with a will to reform gernments (Rorton,
1995, 7). As a result, the concept of citizenshigswgrown in the
countries of the region and human rights groupsnerm populations and
social groups became active and took action to rtfaéie own desirable
changes (Messava, 1992,53). Media tended to inf@ople, instruct and
promote new ideas, and on the other hand, setdksilplity for people
of the Middle East to compare current and desiraaerditions and
thereby inspired the idea of change into their miadned at achieving
the better status. . .

Making a connection between the people of Arab t@es with the
world outside, the media added to their informateord awareness of
their surrounding and encourage them to comparedset the Arab
societies and other countries'. With the comparisbttes and youngsters
of Arab societies in particular came up with theessity of the idea of
change. So, the idea of change was formed among déinel they shifted
tzootl)g t?g)crltlcs of current condition in Arab wd{lazari and Ghanbari,
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Media and Promotion of the Change |dea

Collecting and analyzing the information and newsnt the
environment, the media made an attempt to repréisent to people. The
action of the media leads to a wide-range distigouand promotion of
the information and their interpretation and anialy$he function of the
media, in Arab world, resulted in expanding and | ng reform-
centered thoughts and opinions. As a result, tkea iof change which
was firstly presented by elites of Arab world wamneralized, and b
being distributed by the media, it was changed aigeneral, national,
and even regional will (Howard, & Others, 2011).efRcting current
views among the intellects, media generalized tekate and mental
controversies of the region's intellectuals to gvedividual's houses and
?lgaduall drew Wople to the scene to evaluateteats as final Judtge"
a

irahi, 2000). With such a function, media ledth@ formation o
eneral reform-oriented process which rose a%&nesgovernments.
edia and Encouragement for Practicing the Change .
Another effect of the media on social and politieablutions in Arab
world was their encouragement for change. Doingtisey had a dual
effect; both encouraging some actions and discaugafpe others. As a
corollary, by tapping on people's will to proceéa tdea of change on
one hand and by warning them_not to neglect theadenon the other,
the media reinforced the revolution processes. Usey different tactics
to enhance the impact of their activities includiaggeling, highlighting,
disclosing provoking information, aspiring and \aming, repeating,
silence, and boycott, and .... ' '
TV and radio networks and in particular news chéjnmternet and
virtual networks played significant role in thisgeed encouraging and
stimulating the protests. Fahmi Huveidi, despiteesely criticizing the
idea of Egypt_ revolution as a Face Book one, dagsdany the role of
these media in spurring the groups of people onsajes: obviously, no
one can ignore the significance of the role these tommunications
media (Face Book and Twitter) played in E((jzjyptlartalements ... they
have a great part in broadca_stmgi a great deahpbitant information,
images and videos and the like. It had a reallgl vible in building the
%Vf{)eness of many and or stimulating the othersndwve (Huveidi,
Media and Supervision of Arab World Evolutions d@helir Leadership
Supervising the environment and transformation kadiership of the
affairs is one of the media's functions. Similardlgey acted in Arab
world revolutions; on one hand, they broadcastegisnend information
on the transformations of these countries for Aaald other regions of
the world audiences and prevented the protestprantdstors news from
being hidden and confined the governments' suppres®n the other
hand, they called upon support and protection ountries rises by
disclosing demands and rights of the protestorthéoworld. Especially
"the use of social media helped to draw local amdrnational attention
to important activities that otherwise may haverbsigielded from public
view, thereby isolating the participants”( EltanjaiNahed & Julie B.
Wiest, 2011: 1218). _ o _
Concurring the world public opinion and Arab coiggrpeople was one
of the sensitive deeds the media have practiceds Bhthat dictator
governments' treatment raised many protests at ldotinestic and
International levels had a considerable influence other nations to
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accompany Arab countries people.. "Displaying. therldvgublic and
politicians' support for Egyptians' action througkdia enhance the spirit
of the Egyptians” (Salehi, 2011). Aside from makinglifficult for the
Arab rulers to suppress the rises, this broughtghother supports and
advocates for Arab revolutions. In other words, respnting news,
interpretations and information, media drew botk fiosition of the
forces and made an effort to provide the plan fotgsts and rises and
lead them toward their desirable goals by deplctmlg prospective of
revolutions and reminding the major factors capallenfluencing the
evolutions. Notwithstanding the media competedewolution-centered
evolutions of the Arab world based on their origiescept official media
of Arab governments, other media had to some extensensus on
supporting rises and their struggles for succedsspite their different
interests and competitions. Although the media thetir ple_df?e on
suFerwsmr] and Ieader_shlpI of revolutionary movesienith different
policy makings, it was in the same line of conttion to constraint the
governments’ authorities to suppress the rises, eyepowering the
protestors to chase their goals.

Media and Organizing and Mobilizing Protestors

One of the effective factors in the victory of gses the power of

organizing and mobilizing active forces in them niaiundertaken by

rises and movements leaders. However, a featurdralh countries

revolution was that no solid and single leader igd them. In the

mean time, media and in Fa_rtlcular internet netwaskwell as virtual

networks p]ayed a great role in organizing and hwbg the protestors.

"The Egyptlar] revolution, therefore, demonstratee bpportunities

offered by social media for large-scale mobilizatand the organization
and implementation of social movements"( EltantaWshed & Julie B.

Wiest, 2011; 1218). The media appeared to be theels of protests
streams in circumstances where a united leademstimot been formed
for Arab countries political evolution and the mstiors needed a unit
plan and coordination to proceed. _TheK conductedntibbilization and

organization of the protestors by tying the praiestannouncing time of
actions and movements, declaring the place of gi@teletermining the
mottos and objectives and distinguishing policied plans.

Function of media in social and political evolusoaf Arab world was

unique. Impact of media in this regard is the resil new media

generation and their special capacities and capabil Acting the role

and as a powerful factor, Media sparked the protedb insist in their

wills to governments change and led the rises ¢tory with persistence
and tracing the plans cited.

Conclusion

Regarding the performance of media in Arab coustnevolutionary
movements, it must be said that they are not censttlas inductive
factors of revolutions rather they have an impalsémvrise and fight for
the change had gotten started. In fact, social palitical factors
provided the opportunity for revolutions in_Arab ucdries and the
societies were prepared for revolution. Media s revolutionary
movements by enacting their tasks and prevented fre dusk of the
protests. Effects of media can be divided into tyyes.
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First, they strengthened generated change gr:oU'rhrdsl. aved the way
for revolutions by producing and distributing thaigjand ideas focusing
on the necessity of governments change in Arab tdesn Affected by
the areas, media contributed to the circumstararasation by providin
reform-oriented ideas and perspectives in which tleEessity o
chanﬁlng governments and the idea of change wasajered.

Another impact_of the media was their accelerateftects. Upon
commence of rises, media als_o_accom%anled themumgiag the
protestors and forming public opinion on their siflarthermore, media
mobilized and organized the forces. Accordingly draeacted in Arab
countries revolutions as the accelerator. Besidetributing the protests
to reach their objectives, media promoted the m@remto different
Arab countries, as well. So, they must be introdua® an accelerator of
revolutionary movements in Arab countries. Becausehen the scene
was provided for revolutionary transformations eféel by economic,
social, cultural and political factors in Arab coues — media have been
effe(:ltl\t(e in reinforcement and accelerating themvaia the victory of
revolutions.
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